
raelis 
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Gaza 

j VOUNIS, Occupied 
(Agencies) — Soldiers 
de^d two Palestinian 
•3 and wounded 42 in the 
sd Gaza Strip Wednesday 
’l« of unrest over Israel’s 
of 415 Arabs, hospitals 


„trves said Israeli soldiers 
Ismael Abdeen. 27. 
" onto his balcony 

^-VCY'j^.UWn of Khan Younts, 
- , ‘ under army curfew. His 
' • -if to the street below. 
as also shot dead Naim 
. j/ 32 , when the enraged 
---•..attacked soldiers with 
. I~- a cousin of the wo told 
• •• : "• s.-.-'-' ' 

- 'deaths raised to 11 the 
•. _r. of Palestinians killed by 

; jjace Israel expelled 415 

- |#b to Lebanon on Dec. 

• ■■ 

. '. over the unprecedented 
' ., 3 ^- exploded into street 
wbieh extended into the 
ft Wednesday. Palestinian 
,i«!ors challenged Israeli 
. - -cat almost every comer. 

. rra^ out in Sabra neigh- 
: od -Hi Gaza City while 
‘ -.'sommoned residents to 
army. 

out on the streets and 
ittfeZionist army.'’ they 
f jnxn loudspeakers. 
onStwtors used donkeys 
g i! Sdrj«p metal to block 
■ fuming tyres. 

-raa/eadverses from the 
^&?fcwdspeakerc adding 
'wiHBOsphere which pre- 
£Gaza. 

- . Ssfes engulfed the entire 

qp, including areas where 
ffiiWO Palestinians were 
: their homes by a 
v c " ' Jiftlestinians said the de- 
were the biggest in 

' icase, about 500 in Gaza 
' -ffcbed in solidarity’ with 
. .. lea now stuck in Leba- 

,-itals said at least 42 
_i»s were wounded in 
-fcGaza City and in Khan 

’s cabinet meanwhile re- 
femands by dovish minis- 
open direct negotiations 
w Palestine Liberation 
ation (PLO) as a way of 
.enmg Palestinians ready 
• i peace with Israel. 
j 'apparent softening of 
mal opposition, even 

- rs who argued against 
ions with the PLO cited 
'. tactical reasons, and 

left open the door for 
itt PLO role in the peace 

• the future. 

gn Minister Shimon Peres 
the Palestinians of the 
j£nk and Gaza Strip to 
. jectioflfi to choose their 

• ntatives. 


■ 
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Palestinians: Peace talks in peril 


Cairo meeting to discuss 
failure of peace process 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ~ 


Evictees run out of 
drinking water, fo 


tijy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian leaders 
said on Wednesday Israel’s expul- 
sion of 415 Palestinians to Leba- 
non was killing Middle East 
peace talks and could make the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) resume armed strug- 
gle. 

The Palestinian leaders, all mem- 
bers of the Palestinian delegation to 
peace talks with Israel, pointedly said 
no decision had been made to aban- 
don the negotiations. 

The PLO. directing the talks from 
behind the scenes, has said negotia- 
tions should not resume until the 
evictees come home. Radical groups 
close to the evictees have opposed the 
peace process from the start. 

"The whole maner is under discus- 
sion." said Faisal A1 Husseini. the 
overall head of the Palestinian team 
holding peace talks with Israel in 
Washington. 

“We are at the edge." he told a 
news conference in an unheated 
theatre in Arab East Jerusalem. “We 
hope someone will do something to 
give a chance to this dying peace 
process." 

Mr. Husseini, flanked by Palesti- 
nian spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi 
and Ghassan AJ Khatib of the peace 
talks delegation, said the PLO could 
turn its back on talks and revert to 
armed struggle. 

"We will try to do everything (to 
reverse the expulsions) because when 
we are talking about such an option 
we know it means more casualties, 
more lives.” Mr. Husseini said. 

Israel put the PLO in a difficult 
position when it expelled the 415 Iasi 
week in reprisal for the killing of five 
soldiers by the Islamic Resistance 
Movement. Hamas. 

Many Palestinians said the mass 
expulsion showed that the peace talks 
were leading nowhere and that 
Hamas was right to prefer armed 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Li- 
byan Boeing 727 which crashed 
Tuesday with no survivors was 
carrying people from Britain, 
Malta. Korea, Bulgaria, Bang- 
ladesh and eight Arab countries, 
the official Libyan news agency 
JANA said Wednesday. 

The British interests section at 
the Italian embassy in Tripoli said 
one Briton was among the 158 
people killed in the crash. A 
British official said he could not 
release the name. 

The agency said the Arabs 
were from Egypt, Syria, Jordan, 
Palestine. Iraq, Algeria and Tuni- 
sia. It gave no numbers for any of 
the foreigners. 

Libya decreed three days of 
national mourning for the victims 
Wednesday and said its planes 
urgently needed spare parts, ban- 
ned bv U.N. sanctions. 

“A 'source at the civil aviation 
board said the aviation sector 
faces acute difficulties in obtain- 
ing aviation spare parts and the 
materials necessary for aviation 
activity," JANA said. 


But it did not draw a link 
between the spare parts problem 
and the Boeing 727 which crashed 
near Tripoli on a domestic flight 
to the capital from the eastern 
city of Benghazi. 

Residents in Tripoli said the 
plane was apparently in collision 
with a military plane. Libyan 
authorities did not confirm nor 
deny this but said investigations 
were under way. 

JANA said state television can- 
celed colour programme and the 
official radio restricted transmis- 
sions to religious talk shows and 
recitals of verses from the Koran. 

The dead have been removed 
from the crash scene and all, 
“Libyans and non-Libyans 
alike,” were to be duried 
Wednesday at Tripoli's Sidi Al 
Sayeh cemetery, on official said. 

The Boeing 727 carrying 150 
passengers and a crew of seven 
went down shortly before 
reaching Tripoli, he said. The 
crash site was near Souk Al Sebt, 
a town 40 kilometres from Tripo- 
li. 


Clinton names 8 to 
national security te 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (R) 
— President-elect Bill Clinton 
has designated Warren Christ- 
opher as Secretary of State and 
congessman Les A spin as defence 
secretary to Head a national 
security team dominated by for- 
mer Carter administration offi- 
cials. 

His voice hoarse from allergies 
and two straight late nights of 
work trying to complete his 
cabinet, Mr. Clinton announced 
former navy under secretary 
James Woolsey would be nomin- 
ated as Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) director and that 
a transition foreign policy advis- 
er. Anthony Lake, would serve as 
White House national security 

adviser. . . . , . . . 

Mr. Clinton elevated the job of 
U.N. ambassador to cabinet rank 
and gave it to Madeleine 
Albright, a Georgetown Uni- 
versity professor who advise 
both Mr. Clinton and 1988 
Democratic presidential nominee 
Michaer Dukakis. 

She was the third woman 

named to the cabinet which now 

has 15 members. Mr. Clinton has 
been under pressure from tne 
national women’s lobby to put 
more females in his cabinet. He is 
expected to nominate at least one 


more woman to his inner circle. 

The post of deputy secretary of 
state was given to Clifford Whar- 
ton, a former president of Michi- 

S an State University. Wharton is 
lack. 

The deputy national security 
adviser position under Mr. Lake 
was given to Lake associate 
Samuel Berger, who was also a 
Clinton foreign policy adviser. 

And Admiral William Crowe, 
who was chairman of the military 
Joint Chiefs of State under Presi- 
dents Reagan and Bush, came 
out of retirement to join the 
Clinton. administration. He will 
head the president’s Foreign In- 
telligence Advisory Board which 
helps guide American intelli- 
gence policy. 

Adm. Crowe's endorsement of 
Mr. Clinton during the campaign 
had helped blunt Republican 
attempts to use Mr. Clinton’s 
avoidance of the Vietnam War 
draft against him. 

“The world is. no longer a 
simple place with dear choices,” 
JVfr. Clinton told a news briefing. 
“As we enter the 21st century 
American foreign policy will re- 
quire steady hands, bold new 
thinking, and the strength and 
courage to advance our American 
values.” 


struggle against the Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

The Palestinians boycotted the Iasi 
session of the latest round of talks to 
protest at the expulsions. 

Egypt said Wednesday it was host- 
ing a meeting of foreign ministers of 
the Arab parties to coordinate posi- 
tions on the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

Foreign Minister Amr Musa told 
reporters the meeting would be held 
in Cairo Thursday. He made clear 
dial Egypt wants Arab-Israeli peace 
talks to continue despite the crisis. 

But Mr. Musa, for the second time 
in a week, denounced the expulsions 
and urged Israel to rescind them. He 
said he requested this in a phone call 
Wednesday to Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres. 

“The repatriation decision must be 
made as quickly as possible because it 
affects the peat* process,” Mr. Musa 
said. “Peace should be given a chance 
... and this call is addressed to all the 
parties, particularly Israel.” 

The C&ro ministerial meeting will 
group Syria, Jordan. Lebanon, the 
Palestinians and Egypt. 

The PLO will ask the Cairo meet- 
ing to boycott the peace talks until 
Israel allows the return of the 415 
Palestinians stranded in South Leba- 
non. a Palestinian delegate said. 

■ .“The Palestinian side will ask the 
Arab participants in the peace pro- 
cess to suspend their participation 
until the deportees are allowed to 
return." senior Palestinian peace 
negotiator Sacb Ereikat told repor- 
ters when he arrived in Amman on his 
way to Cairo. 

"We hope we will win their support 
on that and come out with a United 
Arab stand because only the return of 
the deportees will salvage the peace 
process that was assassinated by 
(Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin himself.” 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Palestinian evictees pray outside their tents In South Lebanon Wednesday (AFP photo) 


from Arab-Israeli peace talks 


Libya declares national 
mourning for crash victims 


By Ay mao Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
Wednesday came under fire from 
members of the Lower House of 
Parliament who demanded it im- 
mediately withdraw from the 
Arab-Tsraeli peace talks. 

Angered by Israel’s expulsion 
of 415 Palestinians from the Gaza 
Strip last week. leftist. pan- 
Arabist and Islamist deputies said 
the government should abandon 
what they described as the “sur- 
render process" which, they said, 
is only serving the interests of the 
Jewish state. 

Claiming that the government had 
signed a “memorandum of under- 
standing with Israel without inform- 
ing the House or the people, indepen- 
dent Deputy Hussein Mjalli deman- 
ded that the House hold a special 
session to discuss “this dangerous 
situation that relates to the future of 
the nation." 


Minister of Education and Deputy 
Prime Minister Thouqan Al Hindam 
categorically denied that Jordan had 
signed such a memorandum, but pro- 
voked an angry response from the 
House when he mistakingly said Par- 
liament has sanctioned Jordan's parti- 
cipation in the peace process. 

“The House did not and will not 
endorse the negotiations" with Israel, 
spokesman of the Muslim Brother- 
hood Abdullah Akailch responded, 
demanding that the minister's state- 
ment be erased from the House's 
records. 

"In fact, the House has decided 
against entering the talks and Jordan 
must immediately withdraw from 
them because they amount to surren- 
der." Dr. Akaileh said. 

"The deputy probably means the 
agenda for the talks by the memoran- 
dum of understanding." Mr. Hindawi 
told the House after Mr. Mjalli made 
his charge, and emphasised that Jor- 
dan had some serious reservations 
about the agenda which the govern- 
ment had not yet signed. 

Jordan and Israel reached a pre- 


liminary agreement on a draft agenda 
for their talks in the seventh round of 
the peace talks which took place in 
Washington in August. The docu- 
ment was severely criticised by sever- 
al political groups and Jordanian 
negotiators said later they were seek- 
ing amendments to some of its arti- 
cles. 

Mr. Hindawi said it was natural for 
Jordan and Israel to discuss an agen- 
da for their talks. 

Leftist Deputy Bassam Haddadin 
rejected the minister's assurances and 
demanded explanations for state- 
ments by chief Jordanian negotiator 
Abdul Salam Al Mjalli who. he said, 
announced that Jordan and Israel had 
reached a preliminary agreement. 

"Where is the government when he 
(Dr. Mjalli) says that and who autho- 
rises him to make such statements." 
Mr. Haddadin said, demanding a 
freeze of the peace negotiations until 
the expelled Palestinians are returned 
to their homes. 

Deputies also criticised Lebanon 
(Continued on page 2) 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinians expel- 
led by Israel ran out of clean 
drinking water Wednesday — 
their sixth day trapped in no 
man’s land in South Lebanon. 
Their stocks of food and medicine 
were also runing short. 

"It is unbearable.'' said Zuheir 
Abdullah, an information officer 
with a U.N. agency which cares 
for Palestinian refugees, "They 
are in a very difficult situation.'* 

Journalists put two ailing Palesti- 
nians in cars and drove them out of 
the camp Wednesday. They were 
transferred to an ambulance at a 
Lebanese army checkpoint and taken 
to hospital. 

The Palestinians evacuated were 
Zuheir Labbabi. 32. with kidney 
problems, and Ali Abu Ajwi, a schi- 
zophrenic. . 

Lebanese troops are keeping the 
Palestinians out of government- 
controlled territory and have turned 
back all supplies brought by aid agen- 
cies. including water, since Monday. 

“Their drinking water has run out. 
Now they are only getting water from 
the stream and boiling it." said Mr. 
Abdullah, who spent a freezing night 
with the group. "The food they have 
is only enough for today." 

Mr. Abdullah has asked the au- 
thorities to let an ambulance go into 
the tent camp and stay there on 
standby. 

Israel dumped the 415 Palestinians 
north of its "security zone” in Leba- 
non last Tuesday. It says they belong 
to the Islamic Jihad and the Islamic 


Resistance Movement. Hnm:*.s. which 
killed five Israeli soldiers in a week 
this month. 

The United Nations Security Coun- 
cil demands Israel take them back. 
U.N. Assistant Secretary-Genera! 
James Jonah is to fly :o Israel soon to 
try to break the deadlock over the 
evictees. 

Lebanon Wednesday reiterated it 
would not take the - 15 Palestinians. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister Fans 
Bouez insisted supplies would not 
pass through government-controlled 
territory for delivery to the group. 

“They are Israel’s responsibility. 
All supplies to them should corf..- 
through Israel." Mr. Boue: told re- 
porters at the Foreign Ministry ir. 
Beirut. 

In Israel. Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres who asked whether the Jewish 
state would allow food to reach the 
Palestinians through the Israeli- 
controlled "security "zone" in South 
Lebanon. 

“They arc under Lebanese rule and 
it is reaily for the Lebanese to decide 
whether to open or to close the ways 
needed to support the deportees.” he 
answered. 

The evictees, the largest batch of 
Palestinians expelled by israel i.n 
peacetime, said in a statement they 
were not surprised when the Israeli 
high court ruled Tuesday that they 
are no longer Israel's responsibility. 

"We emphasise the Israeli court 
decision has not affected our own 
decision to stay where we are close to 
our homeland until we return to cur 
families.” they said in a Mate nr:-, 1 .. 

(Continued o:t page 2) 


Gulf leaders demand irsm 






House seeks more government 
details of Shfeeiiat-Qarrasti case 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Dissatisfied with the 
government’s account of the trial 
of deputies Leith Shbeilat and 
Yacoub Qarrash. the Lower 
House of Parliament has deman- 
ded more detailed clarification 
from the prime minister, while 
Mr. Shbeilat called on the House 
to set up a special judiciary com- 
mittee to conduct a comprehen- 
sive investigation of the circumst- 
ances of the whole case and trial 
procedures. 

Citing Article 86 of the Constitu- 
tion. Prime Minister Sharif Zcid Ben 
Shaker sent a brief letter to the House 
informing it of how the case had 
progressed from the day the two ' 
deputies were arrested in August and 
early September until they were re- 
leased under a general amnesty issued 
by His Majesty King Hussein in 
November. 


The two deputies were sentcnced- 
to 20 years of hard labour in Novem- 
ber after the Stale Security Court 
found them guilty of plotting sedition 
and other charges. 

Some deputies argued that the 
prime minister's letter fell short of 
fuifiiing his obligation under the Con- 
stitution to give the House a detailed 
account or the case. 

Article S6. litem 2). of the Con- 
stitution stipulates that if a parlia- 
mentarian is "detained for any reason 
while the National Assembly is not 
sitting, the prime minister shall notify 
the Senate or the Chamber of De- 
puties when it reassembles of the 
proceedings which were taken against 
him. coupled with the necessary ex- 
planation.” 

While some deputies argued that 
there was no point in discussing the 
case since it was closed by the general 
amnesty, the House voted for holding 
a special session to discuss the affair 
and a report on it by a special 
committee it set up to follow it upon 
the arrest of the two independent 


Islamist deputies. 

The chairman of the House's 
Judiciary Committee, Saleem Al 
Zubi. said the prime minister's letter 
did not prpvide “the sufficient ex- 
planation which the Constitution 
stipulates.” while leftist Deputy Bas- 
sam Haddadin said "many aspects of 
the case are still in [he dark." Mr. 
Haddadin said these aspects have to 
be clarified so that the people would 
be assured that justice was served. 

Minister of Justice Yousef Mbai- 
deen argued that the House had no 
right to discuss an issue on which the 
judiciary had passed a verdict and 
warned against infringing on the j uris- 
diction of the judiciary. He claimed 
the House will be violating the Con- 
stitution by discussing the case anew. 

Attempting to refute arguments 
that the prime minister is required by 
the Constitution to provide a detailed 
account of the case. Minister of Par- 
liamentary Affaire Aief Al Btoush 
said the Constitution requires the 

(Continued on page 2) 


ABU DHABI (R) — Gulf Arab 
states, emerging from a summit 
that restored their unity after 
almost three months of crisis, 
piled pressure on Iran Wednes- 
day to reverse its virtual annexa- 
tion of a strategic Gulf island. 

They issued a statement after a 
three-day Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) summit saying 
Iran had to show proof of its good 
neighbourly intentions by res- 
cinding measures that “rocked 
Gulf stability and security." 

The leaders avoided the anti- 
Iranian rhetoric of recent state- 
ments by Egypt, which en- 
gineered a last-minute settlement 
of a border row between Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar th3t allowed all 
members to attend the summit. 

Egypt said its fears about Ira- 
nian intentions in the region and 
Tehran's alleged encouragement 
of Muslim fundamentalist unrest 
were largely behind President 
Hosni Mubarak's mediation. 

The GCC statement stressed 


that developing relations between 
the Gulf Arab states ar.d iran "is 
linked to enhancing confidence 
and to measures Iran might take 
in line with its commitment to the 
principle of good neighbourliness 
and the respect of the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of 'the 
region's states.” 

It denounced Iran's measures 
ont live island of Abu Musa, which 
it shares with the United Arab 
Emirates. (UAE). and the con- 
tinued occupation of die Greater 
and Lesser Tunbs islands. 

Iran earlier this year extended 
its control' over Abu Musa 
beyond a small garrison it estab- 
lished there in 1971 under an 
agreement with :he UAE emirate 
of Sharjah. 

It has since rescinded orders 
expelling foreigners who worked 
on the island for the UAE gov- 
ernment. But diplomats say it 
continues to exercise its authority 
over the whole island, which the 
UAE sees as virtual annexation. 


American killed by 
landmine in Somali 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Several members of 
the now-dissolved commission 
which drew up the National Char- 
ter are regrouping themselves to 
contest what they see as the 
government's “misinterpretation 
of the letter and spirit" of the 
charter which they say was man- 
ifested in the Interior Ministry's 
decision not to license three poli- 
tical parties. 

Labelling the interior minister's de- 
cision not to legalise the three leftist 
parties — the Communist Party, the 
Arab Baath Socialist Party and the 
Jordan People's Democratic Parry — 
as “undemocratic" and in direct 
violation of the principles of the 
National Charter, a nucleus of ID 
commission members arc organising a 
larger meeting on Monday. 

Although aware that tirey no longer 
have a formal mandate, they say that 
they have a moral obligation to de- 
fend the National Charter and its 
principles and it has prompted them 


to come back as a pressure group if 
only to clarify the thinking which 
directed the writing of the document, 
which was formalised IS months ago. 

In a series of interviews with the 
Jordan Times Wednesday, commis- 
sion members seemed to agree on the 
principle of underlining the continued 
presence of the National Charier in 
Jordanian politics. They voiced dis- 
satisfaction over the government's 
implementation of the charter's prin- 
ciples, but differed over how to attri- 
bute the blame. 

While some members placed all the 
blame on the government describing 
it as "invisible" and still stuck in the 
"pre-demoeraey mentality,” others 
divided the blame between the gov- 
ernment and political forces which 
ratified the National Charter but 
failed to incorporate new thinking 
into their own operations. 

The government did not want to 

respond officially to the accusations 
against it but Information Minister 
Mahmoud Sharif, who was also a 
member of the National Charter com- 
mission. said that the panel was dis- 
solved and had no official mandate at 
this time. He said he was not con- 


tacted for the proposed meeting on 
Monday. 

i "Why should they make this fuss?" 
Mr. Sharif said, adding that the com- 
mission ‘‘has been dissolved; it is 
non-existent since it has finished its 
mandate." 

The protesting members agree with 
Mr. Sharif on this particular point and 
say that they are careful not to behave 
as if the commission still exists. “We 
are caught between two fires." one of 
them said. “On the one hand we do 
not want to act as if wc still have a 
mandate but we also feel the moral 
obligation to clarify that the National 
Charter did not guide the interior 
minister's decision to ban these par- 
ties." 

“We are not here to defend a 
document or ourselves,” said Dr. 
Labib Kamhawi. a member of the 
commission. “We are here to empha- 
sise and confirm the principles in the 
document as the common ground 
between the regime and the political 
forces.” said Mr. Kamhawi. who was 
also a member of the sub-committee 
which drafted the chapter on political 

(Continued on page 2) 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — A 
U.S. army employee was killed 
and three other American civi- 
lians were wounded by an anti- 
tank mine Wednesday as they 
scouted near Bardera, the next 
destination of the Marines' mis- 
sion. 

The death was the first of an 
American during the internation- 
al military operation to deliver 
food to Somalia's starving. A 
Bulgarian and a Belgian aid 
woricer have also been killed 
since the U.S. Marines landed 
two weeks ago. 

The four, three of them State 
Department security personnel, 
were on a reconnaissance mission 
to prepare for a Christmas Eve 
push into Bardera, Marine 
spokesman Colonel Fred Peck 
told rerponers in Mogadishu. 

He said the army employee was 
killed instantly. 

The wounded were taken to 


the USS Tripoli, an amphibious 
assault ship off the coast, where 
one was in critical condition and 
two were listed as stable. A 
second mine was found nearby. 
Col. Peck said, but he did not 
know if the mines were newly laid 
— and perhaps directed at the 
foreign troops. Many explosives 
have been put down by factions 
involved in the country's civil 
war. 

Roads and trails around Bar- 
dera have been mined in recent 
weeks by the warlord holding the 
town, Mohammad Said Hirsi, a 
son-in-law of ousted dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre. 

Col. Peck said residents are 
familiar with most of the mine- 
fields and have marked safe paths 
around them. 

The Americans “were travell- 
ing in an area where it was 
assumed all known mines were 
marked,” he said. 








Eagleburger calls on 
Ghali to plan for 
takeover of Somalia 


-'UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 

'■* — UlS. Secretary of State Lawr- 

- ence ^Eagleburger Tuesday paid a 
'su prise" visit to Secretary-General 

- Boutros Ghali. urging him to plan 
quickly for replacements of U.S. 
'troops - in Somalia. 

Diplomats dose to the talks. 
^ wh?ch'came a day after the U.N. 

chief again criticised the United 
'States for its reluctance to fully 
' disarm Somali gunmen, described 
■'them as cooperative, and without 
’-'rancour. . 

- In a ; Monday report to the 
■ 'Security Council, Dr. Ghali again 


■ 'called for a wider and longer U .S. 
' iitclidii in Somalia and said 


' iiciidit in Somalia and said 
Washington should disarm war- 
lopfcand gunmen in all regions of 

• ‘the country. 

He also refused to offer a 
timeframe for when U.N. 
peacekeepers could take over 
Trom 1 the American-led task 
-force, fearing that a smaller U.N. 

- operation would be faced with 
chads if Washington puiled out 
trod|& too soon. 

'At' the meeting with Mr. Eagle- 
burger, Dr. Ghali outlined his 

- difficulties and lack of resources 
in creating the type of force 
necessary to replace the U.S. -led 
troops. 

In turn, Mr.; Eagleburger and 
other U.S. officials offered their 
help in planning and offered to 
leave behind some American 
troops, possibly a logistics unit, 
some headquarters staff and 
Marines based on offshore vessels 
with assault capability, the en- 
voys said. 

But -the diplomats noted that 
the United States stood its 
ground on how extensively they 
planned to disarm combatants 
arj^^Were vague on whether 
American troops would fan out to 
northern Somalia rather than 
mainlyf in the south. 

TWIrjt Eagleburger presumably - 
wanted to speak to Mr. Ghali 
before the U.N. chief left on a 
European and African tour. 

Like President George Bush, 
Dr. Ghali also intends to visit 
Somalia- early in January, either 
before or after he attends a meet- 
-:-iHj><ifiS©mali factions in Ethiopia 
%to«Vfe* A. • '”‘- 

'• his ' report -to • the -Security 

Council, Mr. Ghali said -liwould 
be a tragedy if the premature, 
departure, or remodeling of the 
(U.S.-led) unified task force were 
'to plunge Somalia back into anar- 
chy iand starvation and destroy 
the; fragile political progress of 

• recent weeks." 

■ The first U.S. troops landed in 
the- Somalia on Dec. 9 to keep 
■ rejief supplies for thousands of 
. standng Somalis from falling into 
-•the 'hands of armed looters. 

Washington wanted Dr. Ghali 

--to plah for the transition to a 

• U.N. -peacekeeping force, which 


would closely resemble the 
American-led operation. 

But he said in his report this 
approach held a "daunting pros- 
pect, namely the first peace- 
enforcement operation to be car- 
ried out under United Nations 
command." 

The U.N. chief, however, did 
propose an expanded U.N. 
peacekeeping operation thar 
would be mandated to use 
firepower. He contended U.N. 
resources could not match the 
size and power of the American 
forces. 

Alluding to the strains between 
Washington and the Unired Na- 
tions, Mr. Eagleburger was 
"bringing the secretary general 
up to date on the issues that 
obviously must continue to be 
talked about," U.S. Ambassador 
Edward Perkins said. 

"The United States has said 
that the disarming will be done in 
accordance" only with the protec- 
tion of the humanitarian effort, 
Mr. Perkins said, showing that 
Mr. Eagleburger disagreed with 
Dr. GhSi’s belief that all factions 
should be disarmed as a matter of 
policy. 

They also discussed the Serb- 
initiated crisis in Bosnia , but Mr. 
Eagleburger did not present any 
new initiatives. Mr. Perkins said. 

Mr. Eagleburger made a simi- 
lar visit last month to Dr. Ghali, 
carrying Mr. Bush's permission to 
have U.S. Marines lead the relief 
operation. His return indicated 
how seriously Washington took 
Dr. Ghali’s recommendations. 


Marine Colonel Fred Peck, 
military spokesman for Opera- 
tion restore Hope, said Tuesday the 
total of the U.S. forces would be 
cut by an unspecified number. 

Operational commander 
General Robert Johnston had 
made "a firm commitment on 
scaling back the amount of U.S. 
forces that are going to be 
needed," Col. Peck said. 


"We’ve basically turned the tap 
and dosed off the flow of forces 
from the United States," he told 
reporters in Mogadishu. 

Col. Peck said so many other 
■.countries had offered.. to join. the 
] force, 'expected to .total 35,000. 
soldiers from more than a dozen 
states, that fewer American com- 
bat troops would be needed. 

He also made it dear the task 
force was facing less resistance 
than expected from the feuding 
clan militias whose civil war has 
punged Somalia into anarchy and 
from the armed bandits who have 
looted food relief. 

The first phase to secure Moga- 
dishu and seven towns in Soma- 
lia's central and southern famine 
belt for the relief drive was two 
weeks ahead of schedule after 
just two weeks on the ground 


Bush to 
visit U.S. 


forces in 


Somalia 


Anti-Iraq group threatens Turkish assembly 


•\ ANKARA (R) — The extended 
" pfesente of a Western air srrike 
-fofce based in Turkey to protect 
ifrriqf Kurds from Baghdad 
threatens to cause a pari ia men - 
, Azuy.spTit. during a vote Thursday, 
fi Four small but vociferous 
£ opposition parties object to a 
f government proposal to extend 
j fora further six months from Jan. 
1 1 the mandate of the force oper- 
I ating from southern Incirlik air- 
3 base. 

I “I would not come before you 
1 if I had the slightest doubt that 
9 (the presence of the force) was 
| detrimental to Turkey’s in- 
| (crests," Prime Minister Suley- 
| man Demirel told parliament on 
| Wednesday. 

1 The main opposition Mother- 
5 land Party said it would give 
$ conditional approval if the man- 
' date was cut back to three months 
> during which Turkey sought a 
£ comprehensive international 
Z agreement on the deployment. 

£ But party Chairman Mesut Yil- 
- maz said his 96 deputies would 
! vote no if Motherland's condition 


was not accepted. 

Many MPs say the prolonged 
presence of the U.S., French and 
British strike force in Turkey 
without the benefit of a U.N. 
Security Council resolution im- 
pinges on Turkey’s sovereign 
rights. 

Ankara has sanctioned the 
force, code-named Provide Com- 
fort. under bilateral agreements 
with the three allies. 

Mr. Demirel’s True Path Party 
has 182 seats and his Social 
Democrat Populist Party (SHP) 
coalition partners hold 52. They 
can muster a simple majority in 
the 450-seat house provided there 
is fittie or no dissent in their 
ranks. 

Eighteen deputies of the pro- 
Kurdish People's Labour Party 
are also expected to give them 
support. 

The fundamentalist Welfare 
Party with 40 s*?ats, the 21-strong 
Republican Peoples Party. 13 de- 
puties of the Nationalist Labour 
Party, three members of the 
Democratic Left Party and some 


15 deputies from the SHP are 
expected to vote no. 

Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin 
met party leaders Tuesday to 
drum up support to extend the 
mandate. 

The force was created last year 
after Western coalition forces re- 
patriated 500,000 Iraqi Kurds 
who fled the Iraqi army after a 
failed post-Gulf war rebellion 
against the government. 

Opponents want to know when 
the Western strike force is going 
to leave. 

'‘Possibilities of conflict exist in 
many parts of the world but for 
none of them is there a standing 
force like this." Mr. Yilmaz said. 

Critics say the presence of the 
force encouraged the announce- 
ment of a federated Kurdish state 
in November and could inspire a 
declaration of Kurdish sovereign- 


This is anathema to Ankara, 
fighting a separtist Kurdish in- 
surgency north of the Iraqi bor- 
der that has killed about 5.300 
people since 1984. 


Exchange of land part I House seeks more de»oncge 


of Saudi-Qatar deal 


(Cartoned from page I) 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush will visit the 
U.S. forces in Somalia over new 
year's, the White House 
announced Tuesday. 

“The president’s visit will de- 
monstrate United States con- 
cern for the people of Somalia, 
our commitment to humanitarian 
assistance and our support for 
American and United Nations 
forces," White House Press 
Secretary Marlin Fitzwater said. 

Mr. Bush will depart the Un- 
ited States on Dec. 30 and arrive 
on Dec. 31 in time to spend New 
Year’s Eve with U.S. troops, Mr. 
Fitzwater said. 

He will visit relief operations in 
Somalia on New Year's Day and 
depart the country that evening 
Mr. Fitzwater said. 

Mr. Bush ordered 28,000 U.S. 
forces into Somalia earlier this 
| month on a military humanitarian 
mission of unprecedented magni- 
tude. 

They have led United Nations 
troops now spreading across the 
I impoverished country, where 
350,000 people have died since a 
1 January 1991 coup threw Somalia 
I into lawlessness. 

The operation began Dec. 9 
when the first U.S. Marines land- 
ed at Mogadishu. 

Mr. Bush plans to spend 
Christmas weekend at the pres- 
idential retreat at Camp David, 
then is headed to Texas on Dec. 
20 for a three-day hunting trip. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Mr. Bush 
was expected to stop in Washing- 
ton on Dec. 30 before heading to 
Africa, possibly just long enough 
I to pick up aides. 

Mr. Bush's wife Barbara said 
recently they were interested in 
I going to Somalia, but not if it 
would interfere with relief opera- 
tions. 

Mr. Bush, in a televised 
| address to the nation Dec. 4 
announcing the operation, said. 
“The people of Somalia need our 
I help. ...We must help them live. 
We must give them hope. Amer- 
. ica must act. 

I 'tin taking this action I p&nt to 
emphasise that I understand the 
- United State? alone cannot- right 
•the world's -wrong; But we^lso 
know that some crises in the 
world cannot be resolved without 
American involvement," he said. 

Mr. Bush has 30 days left in 

office. 

The head of CARE urged Mr. 
Bush last week to go to Somalia 
to see for himself the devastation 
wrought by nearly two years of 
dan warfare. 

The presidential mission will 
recall a dramatic visit that French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
paid to besieged Sarajevo in for- 
mer Yugoslavia last June. 


ABU DHABI (R) — A border 
deal agreed by Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar involves the exchange of 
about 250 square kilometres of 
territory and restores the dis- 
puted border post of Khofous to 
Qatar, Gulf diplomats said. 

Speaking on the margin of a 
Gulf Arab summit that was saved 
by the deal, the diplomats said 
Qatar conceded tenitoiy to the 
Saudis along the northern end of 
the border dose to the Saudi 
town of Salwa. 

The Saudis conceded territory 
in the south that included the 
Khofous post, scene of a bloody 
border dash on Sept. 30 in which 
three people died, ihe diplomats 
said. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy quoted an official source as 
saying the Reuters reporr on the 
deal was "distorted and untrue,” 
but he did not elaborate. 

There was no reaction from 
Qatar. 

The diplomats said the land 
exchanged was marked on a map 
that was attached to the agree- 


ment engineered by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
signed in the Holy City of Medi- 
na Sunday. 

The agreement prompted 
Qatar to end a boycott of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCQ 
regional alliance and attend the 
summit that opened Monday. 


Under the agreement, physical 
border demarcation- would -be 
completed on the ground within 
one year, possibly with the help 
of foreign surveyors, the diplo- 
mats said. 

Saudi Arabia said at the time of 
the clash that Khofous, where 
Qatar built a border posr in 1990, 
was 14 kilometres within Saudi 
territory. 


The diplomats said the deal left 
Saudi Arabia in control of the 
bulk of territory along the south- 
ern border which was ceded to 
Riyadh by the United Arab Emi- 
rates a few years ago. This in- 
cluded the Hor Al Udaid creek 
where Saudi Arabia was building 
a small naval base. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Retired policeman killed in Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — A retired policeman was stabbed and shot dead 
as he made his way to a mosque, Algerian radio reported 
Wednesday. It quoted police sources as saying the man was 
attacked in Medea, 60 kilometres south of Algiers Tuesday. More 
than 200 policemen or gendarmes have been killed since February 
in attacks or ambushes, officially attributed to the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). 


Quake rocks western Turkish province 


ISTANBUL (R) — An earthquake measuring four on the Richter 
scale rocked the western Turkish province of Kutahya early 
Wednesday. The semi-official Anatolia news agency said there 
were no reports of casualties or damage. The Kandili observatory 
said the epicentre of the quake was 210 kilometres from Istanbul. 


Petrol bombs damage Istanbul banks 


ISTANBUL (R) — Petrol bombs tossed at three banks in Istanbul 
caused minor damage but no casualties, the semi-official Anatolia 
news agency reported Wednesday. The agency, quoting police 
sources, said the bombs exploded outside three banks in die suburb 
of Sirinevler Tuesday night. Police suspected the attacks were 
carried out by Dev-Sol, a leftist urban guerrilla group. Dev-Sol has 
claimed responsibility for several attacks on banks in recent 
months. 


Algeria, Mali sign [agreement onrefupees 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria and' Midi have signed a draft agreement 
for the return to their homes of thousands of refugees who fled 
fighting in northern Malt between Malian soldiers and nomadic 
tuaregs. The Algerian news agency APS said the agreement had 
the financial backing of the International Agricultural Develop- 
ment Fund (FID A). It would facilitate “the return and the 
socio-economic reintegration of displaced populations originating 
from Mali," APS added. It was signed Tuesday in Tamanrasset, in 
the southernmost part of Algeria, by the Algerian minister of the 
interior, Mohammad Hardi and his Mali counterpart, Mohammad 
Lamine Traore, in the presence of FID A president Idriss Al 
Djazairi. The exact number of Malian refugees in southern Algeria 
has never been officially stated, but Algerian press reports have put 
the figure at about 25,000. FIDA is reported to have put aside S18 
million for the financing of various projects in northern Mali. 


S. Arabia to deport 2 Philippine preachers 


RIYADH (AP) — The Philippine ambassador said Wednesday 
two Filipinos arrested for preaching Christianity in Saudi Arabia 
will be deported, flatly denying reports that they had been 
sentenced to death. The ambassador, Abraham Rasul, said he met 
Wednesday with Prince Salman Ben Abdul Aziz, the governor of 
Riyadh, to discuss the fate of the men, who according to Manila 
were arrested Oct. 14. Manila said Oswaldo Magdangal and 
Kenato Posedio were accused of trying to build' a church and 
spread Christianity in Riyadh. Their relatives said Tuesday in the 
Philippines that the two men would be executed on Christmas Day, 
and President Fidel Ramos asked the Philippine embassy to appeal 
to King Fahd to spare their lives. “The report (of execution) is not 
correct,” said the ambassador in a brief telephone contact with the 
Associated Press. He spoke after the meeting with Prince Salman. 
“Prince Salman told me they will be deported," the ambassador 
said. "That offense is not worth execution. The penalty is 
deportation." An estimated half a million Filipinos work in the 
Middle East. 


Algeria to demolish militants’ mosques 


ALGIERS (AP) — The government has promised to demolish 
places to worship allegedly used as meeting places for Muslim 
militants fighting in a nearly year-old insurgency. Algeria’s 
minister for religious affairs. Sassi Lamouri, described the 


“mossalas," or places prayer, as "nests for extremists” that are 
usually basements or shanties. "We will not allow the mosques 


usually basements or shanties. "We will not allow the mosques 
used by murderers who don’t hesitate to kill to come to power,” 
Mr. Lamouri said in an interview with the official Algerian news 
agency APS. 


prime minister to inform the House of 

proceedings to the "detention and not 

trial of deputies.” Since deputies Qar- 
rash and Shbeilat were tried In a court 
of law,” he said. Article 86 is not 
applicable in their case. 

The arguments of the ministers — - 
who were supported by some de- 
puties — - however, failed to convince 
the House winch masted it was con- 
stitutionally entitled -to a full account 
of the case by the prime minister. 

In a letter to Houre.Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat Wednesday, Mr. 
Shbeilat said since the letter of the 
prime minister is going to be a docu- 
ment of die House, "I believe it is my 


^predation to H* 
Majesty the King" for issuing the 
general pardon, Mr- Shbeilat snsd 
mat his objective of demanding a 
through investigation of nis tnai 
aims at using the findings for correct- 
ing any imbalances that might deny 
people s fair trial. 

“i am asking for tins investigation 
not only to dear my name from Hie . 


meat free from pressure* 

tibn," Mr..Shbe 3 at sad) 


not Only crew mjr — - 

, (SefSct of the trial) bat also to 
(ensure) that the fog*l*twc and 
judiciary authorities will use the find- 
ings of die judiciary committee to 
correct any ini balances that.tniffit be 
exposed, guarantee a fair trial for all 
ri&eiis add provide a uununum level 
of immunity to a deputy so that he 


the Jordan Tunes.. 

in his first offrcnTnjttfi 1 ' 
House smee las refeasein . ;■*- 
Mr. Shbeilat . claimed ? 
leveled against him by the 
geoend-wexe based oa.;^ „ ; 
conducted wait -■ r 

font the coortY ^ - 
naU and . void. L 
"I am not seeking po^- V - 
anyone wboJriofatertrtftL v % 
dally that these riofarin. 
existed , -were included Sr 

parioo*” said ML'Shbtik * ' 
not attend Wednotia&K ' 
son." He satfte wm&jj, , < 
investigation “tocon wfoy 
of law and guaratelte 
rights and Jan- trial *tippli . 
Constitution.". .•.^ '•'*, .• 2 ;/ ■ 


Deputies demand pullout from peace talks 


and- warned tterthe 


(Continued from page 1) 


for not allowing aid supplies to read) 
the Palestinians and they reproached 
the Jordanian government for ban- 
ning demonstrations expressing sup- 
port for the evictees. 

Brotherhood Deputy Mohammad 
Al Haj urged the government to call 
for a meeting of Arab and Muslim 
foreign ministers to discuss the evic- 
tees’ problem. \ 

Former Prime Minister Taber Al 
Masri said the House had taken 
appropriate measures to rally support 
for the evictees, pointing out that the 
House had called for an emergency 
meeting of the Arab Partiamentaiy 
Union. 

Some deputies proposed that a 
delegation visit the Palestinians in 
their camp in South Lebanon but Mr. 
Masri explained that the Lebanese 


while they understand the Le banes e 
government's decision not to resume 

SpStiMy for ttaj 

they believed that food and other 

supplies should be provided to them. 

“What is happening in Lebanon is a 
testimony to the impote n ce of toe 
Arabs and the conspiracy of toe 
rnteroatioiiai community, Istamist 
Deputy Ali Al Faqir said, adding that 
the Palestinians were expelled be- 


cause they represent a political trend 
that opposes the ‘‘surrender process. . 


Member of the Democratic 
Alliance Bloc Husni Shiyab criticised 
the government for banning demon- 
strations in support of the Palesti- 
nians but Minister of Interior Jawdat 
SbouJ said Ihe government only pro- 
hibited marches that could have 
posed a threat to foreign diplomatic 
missions in the country. 


government had refused entry to pub- 
lic delegations which wanted to visit 


the group on the “acceptable 
grounds" that such a move will sug- 
gest that the expelled Palestinians had 
become a Lebanese responsibility. 

“That h why no aid supplies or 


delegations were dispatched to the 
expelled Palestinians,'' Mr. Masri 


said. 

Other deputies, however, said that 


He said his ministry had given 

instructions to governors to study 
applications for organising demon- 
strations each on its own merit, 
adding that the government has not 
banned any "diciplmed and well- 
arranaed march.” 

During the heated debate that 
stalled towards the end of toe ses- 
sion, deputies expressed dissatisfac- 
tions. with measures taken by Arab 
countries against toe Israeli expulsion 


of “transfer." .r.-'-M- :'•* 

Mr. Faqtr sajd a r merir .. 
foreign mu n s tera 

fl * J 

begins in Cairo 'Thuac&y ^ il 
enough.".. 

"The Arabs,” hd'jrM .. 
abandon the peace pmpesi v < ' ■ 
shook! be sent to the exheft. 1 -' ~ 1 
dans so that they' 'lasMdiv ■ ‘ 

attack against Israel and to? - - 
accompli , oo ir.7- v* M 

The House then entraste - ■*- ^ 
ign Affaire Committee ^Ilr „ t 
the situation and prcp&rifr * 1 
on it. ■ 

MeanwhOe, toe BrotimL.' " r ' 
managed to pass mvaiBe^d ■■ % *■'" 
-draft law on ftuKf;ft*[^. -_i; 
martyrs of avff defence^' 
restricting investment - of r i 
assests to venuirea ttotjjta-' , 
uric law. v’Vjtjwp ' ; 

Inadtotiontopastingii^v " 
tbe House Wednesday *^.. .. 
Jndkiary Committee afc - 
draft law on Royal ionlai 
that was vetoed ty tbe^i 
approved deputy Fssi K&Sli I A 
exsion to witiidrem;-lB^Taf ** 

The House also askedlfce ( 
Committee to in 

me nt of toe draft JawpttC 
publication abend of j&cd» 
coming session. "" r -r^ *; •; 


art 


Panel members launch campaign 


(Continued from page 1) 


of Interior took atoortri^'. ■_ 

its deciaon based on . 

of those parties.” ihe sr 

evident that the mhatttyv 


pluralism and parties in the charter. 

Dr. Kamhawi, who interpreted the 
reiteration of the charter's principles 
as a message to tbe government and 
its different institutions, was not 
necessarily reflecting the opinion of 
other members who foil that the 
charter's principles were not also re- 
; speetedfry-pohtical parties which still 
- insisted Cob "-main Him Dg their “eoq- 
! ■ .frontatipaa^tfliie.iiii/* <•*.- .kwh-. • 

, TabepJfikmaLa promitieotjawye^ 
and member of the oommissioo, mid 
the Jordan Times that the National 
Charter was a document aimed at 
"national reconciliation'' to open the 
door for political pluralism but also to 
give political parties guidelines that 
should have been incorporated into 
their manifestoes. 

“Some of our parties suffer from 
lack of mobility and political con- 
stipation." Mr. Hikmat said, adding 
that it was about time that these 
parties "took a pragmatic approach 
towards the regime rather than a 
revolutionary one." 

Despite his criticism of the parties, 
which seemed directed at the leftist 
parties which were denied licences, 
Mr. Hikmat was not without criticism 
for the government itself which he 
described as still suffering from the 
“remnant of the pre-democracy era 
and therefore slow to respond." 

He said that since democracy in 
j Jordan was not taken by force bat in 
one way or another was “given" to 


cy and chastises political forces for 
failin g to be “more dynamic and 
receptive." 

Mr. Hikmat, who once served as 
minister of transport and information 
under former Prime Minister Ahmad 
Obeidat, said that the efforts of those 
railing for the revival of the charter 
,WouW ..not be aUppd, af. r pce«$ing 1 , a 

confrontation with the government 


the people, “it is only normal that not 
everyone is ready tor democracy.” 
But on that count, Mr. Hikmat finds 
more excuses for the government's 
“slow movement” towards democra- 


but at "encouraging' it to be more 
trusting of the political forces in the 
country." 

“I think that the regime has been 
unable to deliver the message to its 
different institutions and elements 
that democracy is here to stay," Mr. 
Hikmat said. “Some people (in the 
government) still think it is a tactic 
and therefore are not taking it 
seriously enough." 

On these two final points — the 
need for the government to trust the 
different political forces and demo- 
cracy — Mr. Hikmat 's views are 
similar to those of the more critical 
members of tbe commission who had 
(aid all the Name on the government. 

Ms. Mona Shuqair, a columnist at 
Al Dustour and former member of 
the commission, said that it was this 
feeling of lack of trust that die Minis- 
try of Interior had towards political 
parties that had prompted it to deny 
them licences. 

“We in the commission established 
that the rule is that political parties 
are licensed and licences can be re- 
voked if in practice it became appa- 
rent that these parties did not comp- 
ly.” Ms. Shuqair told the Jordan 
Times. 

“What happened was the Ministry 


.not understood tbepng^-!' 
democracy." r - 

Dr. Kamhawf, unhdte'l - ~ 

argument " sayh^.lSM'lg 

dealt with the app&catiK' 
three political paroei 
doctor who m spccted tes pi . ' - - 

terminal cancer would go-r *.*■ : 
Mm.” - ;r - . 

Tal^..\K^»sil ; 4 - ; . 
‘'member of top.cdmm^M^ Z—-. 

-sent-yot m ecr *Eroup6 dgtf 7, 

Tie~ was interested jn iltf f 1 ~ 

the commission to teafflrtnl — * 


aoceto timgovenuDchtas^p unur 
political parties which . were** 
licence. ^ — 

Although less critical ofti 

toan ^-J^iJf^acendoiG 
dieless said thalthey.riis™ vv 


to see that they shooUdi ... 
tense tone for fcar?oMg; 
democratic expcrum^T™ ' 

call the commission 
meeting to avoid tensibqWh-- - x 
spill over onto the street,"* 

^hiledescn^tbeimnii^^^ & 
interior's decision was *%ai 
Tahat said that ;dialogut ^ ' *■ ■ 

commission membeo a5w -*.ci 
toe' tension and. alknr'm^'- 
which will be looking into V;— . 
of tbe ministers decBdnJW ... . ^ 

in a quiet atraosphenr j ^ 

suspicion and •" 

Some of the comroissfo#;^ 
were expected to ^ . 

former president, Mr. phi^ 

Wednesday evening 
framework for their raeebp. ■ J 

pinpoint their objectives, tel 
tacting their former colJeag5v,i e . 
commission. V : ' *** “3R08 1 


Cairo meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 


PLQ leader Yasser Arafat deman- 
ded further U.N. Security Council 
action to force Israel to allow the 41S 
expelled Palestinians to return to 
their homes. 

Mr. Arafat insisted in a live inter- 
view with CNN International that 
Israel must implement all Security 
Council resolutions, including the one 
demanding the return of the evictees. ' 

Asked what would be the next 
move of the PLO, Mr. Arafat said: 
“We are waiting for the Security 
Council to answer ... it is under their 
control.” 

He was referring to last Friday's 


unanimous resolution by the Security 
Council denouncing Israel's expul- 
sions and demanding their return to 
their homes in the Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

Mr. Arafat did not elaborate on 
what the council might do to force 
Israel 10 comply. 

A U.N. Under-Secretary-Gcncral. 
James Jonah, will go to Israel shortly 
in an effort to find a solution to the 


(Continued from "wtifc’Zoj '.:? m 


They added that the tw 'Zit; r,.^ 
violated U.N. Security- Cm# 1 , ' 

-L.-r *mrt .UieitfU * 1 ' 


sohicioa 799, which . • 

Israel ensure their hnineu.v. m dn • 


safe return. 


*e # ■■‘iiliev 


Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
:lephoned Mr. Peres and U.N. offh 


telephoned Mr. Peres and U.N. offi- 
cials said he had agreed to the visit. 

■ It was not certain when Mr. Jonah 
would leave or whether he would go 
to South Lebanon also, U.N. spokes- 
man Joe Sills said. 


A radio station quoted Hc- . ^ 
Minister Mohsen DaUool tf^IReetS 
the decision did ootconcovj^ 

Asked about Lebanon Pr«jjj e 

their supplies, Abdul Am £***&■ , n -c 
spokesman for the ’ 

the government in Beirirfsh^ r - T ^ , -' n - 
responsible for their j* ■ * *c ci 

“It is the responsibility 
ited Nations; the Intenwoa#',. uwJ e -- 

mittee of the Red Gross ^ r 

primarily rim respoimWity^JCBocraf^^ 
added Dr. Rantisi. J, . 3 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 Imogcnc 

lfcOfl News in French 

19:15 Lcs Images duLTustoirc 

19-J0 News in Hebrew 

2 (h 00 News in Arabic 

20J8 Golden Girts 

21:18 Civil Wars 

22m News in English 

22-JO Movie of ihe week: “ThcSory Lady" 
23:19 Ballet: The Nui Cracker - 


Anglican Chorda Tel, 625383. Tel. 
62K543. 

ArmenioB Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

ArBKnkm Orthodox Chorcfa Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Orach Td. 771751. 
Annin International Chorcfa Tel. 
827981. 685326. 

Evangetjca] Lolheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Ctmrdi of Jeans Christ of Latter- 
Dmy Saints Tel. 823824 and 654932. 
Chorcfa of the Naarene Td. 675691 . 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 


PRAYER TIMES 


WEATHER 


NJGHT DUTY 


95:05 Fajr 

06:27 (Sunrise) Ouha 

11:34 Dhuhr 

14:18 -Asr 

Ha«l Maghreb 

I8^t -Isha 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 

Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Orach Sweifleh 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

s L Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Cfanrch of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

Oe b Safie Church Tel. 66I7S7 
Tcmsanta Cfanrch Tel: 622366 
Charcfa of the AnuundatEon Tel. 
623541. 


It will be coU. doudy and rainy with 
snow eepcctcd lo fall on high moun- 
tains with 900 mam above sea level. 
Winds will be westerly moderate to 
fresh. In Aqaba, it will be partly ckmdy 
and rain is expeaed io fail. Winds will 
be southerly moderate and seas mugh. 


Minima*, temp. 

Amman 02/6 

Aqaba A / 15 

Deserts 1/8 

Jordan Valley 6 / 13 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Salman Al Daboubi 776751 

Dr. Ramri Mazawi R947X8 

Dr. Basam Kradshah 776200 

Dr. Sacd Ali 7KK2S5 

pras pharmacy 6M912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

At Ascma pharmacy 63X155 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sakm pharmacy 636730 

Yacoufa pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Yesterday's bigfa 1 cm pc rani res: Am- 
man 10, Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
Amman 71 per cent, Aqaba 43 per 
cent. 


IRS ID: 

Dr. Fawaz Hamdalah 9U3644 

Al Qudi pharmacy ( — ) 


ZASQA-- 

Dr. Ma'cn Barqawi (— ) 

Khalifeh ptumacy W54I7 


Civil Defence Department i 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue i 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 1V2. 621111. < 

Fire Brigade I 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police I 

Public Security Department .... i 

Hold Complaints 1 

Price Complaints i 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.,, ■ 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calk 1 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 1 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority ........ 

Jordan Ehaaridiy Authority ... 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight In forma lion 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport...... U8-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jatal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mathas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 6W13I 

University Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital ......... 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164* 

Italian. At-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-BasAir, J. Ashraficb ...... 775] 1 1/26 

Array. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 6 U 22 W 50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (119)983023 

Zarqa National Hospital .. {09)900560 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Ai Hikma Modem Hospital ....... (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 . 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (031314111 


B* 1 * 5 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

O* 3 * New Delhi (RJ) 

Jfcl* Beirut ( RJ ) 

Cbkwnbo(RJ) 

Um»aca(RJ) 

I7da» .... Now York. Amsterdam (Rj) 

,8:0 6 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

,8:Z 5 London. Bariin(RJ) 

London, Berlin (RJ) 

•Wl Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

20:10 Romc(RJ) 


other Rights (TennM 

68:15 - , 

19:15 - papule 

12:15 t- Larnaca. vicuns of 

. ^7. Abu DhabL MuWJ u.* 0r ^ 

17:30 t-tl '^htloni 




MARKET 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


12:40 Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

Eg Riyadh(SU) 

Istanbul (TIC) 

™ Dubai (EA) 

Cairo (MS) 

413 ® LafnaCa(CY) 


Upfcrfowcr.pdcc 


This Hitbrnuimn h supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen ABa IntcrnatitMtal 
Airport Td. (OK)S3iOO-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 

(Terminal 1) 

•feN Bdnn(RJ) 

RomcfRJ) 


Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

Purls (RJ) 


Beans - — 

Cabbage 

Garret 

Caiififkwcr 

Cucumbers (torp) 

Gjcumhcrs(snraH) — 

Eggplant .... 

Garik 

Grapefruit - — — 

Lemon — ; - 

Marrow (kite] — 




* ‘ lw 




ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUghti 
(Termlttai 1) 

QS.-M Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

•fclJ Riyadh (RJ) 


J5S Athew(RJ) 

ll! ®® Larnaca, Athens (RJ) 

»» Jeddah (RJ) 

2*30 Bahrain Doha (RJ) 

?94S Damascus (RJ) 

2H40 Dubai. Muscu (RJ) 

32M .... Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


Marrow (small) 

gfiJSSs-' 

Unnn (green) 
Onmgc 

E 

Potato 
Tomato 
Spinach 
Mint ., 










Martial court ruling thrown out by civilian court 


■ By Elm NasraOah 

j fryfen Times Staff Reporter 

-.r%.xt^AN — A criminal court 
3 < ** **rst of * te lt * nd *n 

;-.i jo in ’s history, has vindicated a 

; ^Jdrdani a n lawyer Ahmad 

^ 'ViM«ieiaen from his alleged part in 
-jrr-,- re :- 1 and embezzlemenr caw 


1982. 

.. quite happy at the cri- 

r".-' 1 "-^pid court ruling and I now 
- to clear my name at aH 

r^-^Irc^s leveKt" M* - - Muheisen told the 
^fodafl Times. 

*1 have spent three yean in jail 
• ' K ■ fat no crime and was forced to 
' s-' pay a fin® of JD 17,000 because 1 
- : - ^ j^a.-anjistly accused," he said, 
r^ -. “Actually I was called to the 
" * I:~ . itarfas a witness in the case but 


abruptly and for no reason that I 
was aware of I was accused of 
embezzling JD 8000 when I was 
serving as a government em- 
ployee with the Jordan Valley 
Authority," said Mr. Muheisen. 

"The court sentenced me to 
three years in jail from 1982 until 
1985, but when I was discharged I 
made it my business to clear my 
name and regain rehabilitation in 
society," he said. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, earlier reported that the cri- 
minal court in Amman reversed a 
ruling by the martial court issued 
on June 17, 1982 convicting Mr. 
Muheisen of embezzlement. A 
statement said that he was vindi- 
cated in the so-called "tomato 
case" which involved the market- 
ing of tomato at A1 Arida centre. 


Three liberal parties unite to form Waed 


Italian aid arrives 


.. AMMAN (J.T.) — A plane load 
and medical supplies ar- 
n^d at Amman airport Werfnes- 
“i-lday as a gift from tbe Italian 
■pectfr* to Jordan. 

/Sebead of the Italian peace 
: -:-BWip Ernesto Oliviero, who ar- 
• C’/wetLoo the flight, said in a 
' statement that the Italian presi- 
; .^etfdrdered that the gift be sent 
* I ' totfce poor in Jordan as a token 
r ’■ o^fi^ndship. 

Hr. Oliviero said that contribu- 
. ;; fag-wens collected from Italian 
r. ^fawifi es and have also been sent 
. -iplbe people of Somalia and 


Bosnia-Herzegovina . 

Mr. Oliviero, one of the lead- 
ing peace activists in Italy, re- 
ceived from His Majesty King 
Hussein the Jordanian A1 Kaw- 
kab Medal of the First Order last 
year in recognition of his huma- 
nitarian services around the 
world. The gift will be distributed 
through the Ministry of Soda) 
Development and Caritas, which 
has contributed to the services of 
tbe nearly one million evacuees, 
the Iraqi nationals living in Jor- 
dan ana the expatriates returning 
from Kuwait. 


||edical care centres 
increase in Irbid 


-DEK ABI SAEED (Petra) — 
-Work is going ahead with suffi- 
;ieBt :speed to finish a 66-bed 
: fetitpital at the Kora district in the 
Ui^i Govemorale to meet- die 
tojSJfcal services to the local 
dilation according to Dr. Jam- 
. 4 Sfoanuan, health department, 
director in Amman. 

: sJ^Sbarman said that work on 
-Ibo&Hpital, which will cost JD 3 
-flfifon, bepn in June 1992. The 
{tegument of Health nuts five 
teritfi^centres and two dentist 
bihe areaakmg with four " 
i^Vghild xare ce^es. \ 


These, however, are not suffi- 
cient to cope with the growing 
medical needs, said Dr. Sharman. 

The Ministry of Health has also 
given its consent to open two 
laboratories and another mother 
and child care centre in the area 
at the cost of JD90.000. 

Dr. Sharman said that the 66— 
bed hospital could be expanded 
to over 100 in the future, and he 
appealed to local councils and 
municipalities to offer the health 
department' plots' of land for 
pouibfe expdbsjpn.. . . . 



- : flegent sends condolences to Libya 

. • AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
-.th&Regerit, sent Wednesday a cable to Libyan leader Muammar 
• '• ^^Qadbafi expressing Jordan’s condolences over the death of 158 
people in an air crash Tuesday. 

Jordan's U.N. ambassador talks to officials In Geneva 

■ GENEVA (R) — Jordan’s United Nations Ambassador in 
/Geneva Sharif Fawwaz Sbaraf met Tuesday with U.N. Assistant 
’ • - --Jfecretary General for Humanitarian Affairs and Director of the 
. Geneva-based Human Rights CentTe Anton Bianca. Sharif 
. - rawwaz discussed with Mr. Blanca the situation of Palestinian 

- ; citizens in tbe Israeli-occupied Arab territories and the deporta- 
" tion of more than 400 Palestinians to Lebanon by the occupation 

- 'forces. He discussed the issue also with officials at the Interna- 

tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), highlighting at the 
-meetings the legal and humanitarian aspects of tbe deportation 
process. 

: Foreign cold trucks banned from loading in Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Transport Ali Suhcimat Wednesday issued a decision banning 
£V J foreign refrigerated trucks from being loaded with goods inside 
“ Jgcdan. The decision also bars foreign refrigerated trucks from 
leaving Jordanian border posts while loaded unless they are 
carrying a special permit by tbe Ministry of Transport. Tbe 
, ' decision takes effect as of.Jan. 1, 1993 and is designed to promote 
• -ylwal transport companies. 

|UST president meets new student council 

gAMTHA (Petra) — President of the Jordan University of 

• -fence and Technology (JUST) Kamel A1 Ajlouni met Wednes- 
: 2&y with tbe university’s recently-elected students council. Dr. 
Ajlouni urged members of tbe council to cooperate in serving the 

• ‘^Diversity’s students and in organising useful activities for them. 
The oiBveraty president underlined the importance of objective 

- dialogue which is based on respecting the freedom of expression, 
and pointed to tbe democratic atmosphere which prevailed during 

:■ election of the council. He stressed the university’s readiness 
: *b support the council and all its activities. 

: Computer lab opened at University of Jordan 

Amman (Petra) — A computer laboratory was opened Wednes- 
* the University of Jordan’s Engineering and Technology 
The $65,000 laboratory was financed by I Che United- 
•.'-^*^ !es Agency for International Developments (USAID). 


WHAT’S GOINCON 


jlge following listings are compiled from monthly and 

tfedafly Arabic press. Readers are a dvised to verify tbe listed 
“ place with tbe concerned institutions. 

I i*' EXHIBITIONS 


The criminal court ruling came 
after a new law that abolished the 
martial law in Jordan and lifted 
any responsibility of people in- 
volved in cases during the martial 
law mandate that lasted from 
* 1967 and until February 1992. 

According to Petra, a Royal 
Decree issued in February this 
year scrapped the martial law in 
Jordan. Petra quoted the criminal 
court ruling as saying that Mr. 
Muheisen produced official docu- 
ments proving that the JD 8,000 
which was alleged to have been 
embezzled by Mr. Muheisen had 
in fact been delivered to the A1 
Arida fund and had been entered 
into the official records. 

Soon after his discharge from 
prison in 1985, Mr. Muheisen 
embarked on campaign to dear 


his name. He said that he 
gathered all the official docu- 
ments to prove his innocence and 
enlisted the help of Parliament 
members and ministers to see to 
it that the criminal court re- 
examine the case and declare his 
innocence officially now that the 
martial rule is not applicable any 
more and civilian courts are in 
charge of all cases. 

"Within one week I will have 
the official statement of the cri- 
minal court which proves my 
innocence and then I will publish 
everything in detail in the local 
press." Mr. Muheisen said. 

Asked about his demands, he 
said that he wants his civil rights 
reinstated, official rehabilitation 
In society and a full dea ranee of 
his name. 



Emergency tMi«K at work clearing snow last winter 

Weather emergency 
teams on standby 


AMMAN (Petra) — In view of 
the coming snow storm as fore- 
cast by the Department of 
Meteorology, the Civil Defence 
Department announced Wednes- 
day that in emergencies its opera- 
tions room can be reached at the 
following telephone numbers: 
882133, 882177, 613171. 613173. 
613176, 629601, 692602 and fax 
number 892713. 

Heads, of emergency commit- 
tees, in.various goveroorafes held 
meetings with -their department 
officials and local civil defence 
departments to discuss emergen- 
cy services in stormy weather that 
would require immediate and ur- 
gent help to people stranded on 
the roads or whose homes are 
flooded with rain water. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
Hindawi announced the creation 
of special operations rooms and 
emergency teams of scouts to 
deal with emergencies. He also 
said that special arrangements 


have been made for the school 
hours in the event of storms 
affecting roads and transporta- 
tion. 

Special team have been put in 
charge of schools which have 
been provided with special tele- 
phone lines linked to the central 
emergency room at the Ministry 
of Education. In each govemo- 
rate, scouts and girl guides have 
been grouped into special 
emergency teams provided with 
special first aid equipment and 
medicines and means for carrying 
out rescue operations in coopera- 
tion with the civil defence. 
Emergency teams are to be on 
standby around the dock. 

The Meteorology Department 
said that as of Thursday snow will 
fall on various areas of Jordan of 
900 metres above sea level as a 
result of a low depression centred 
over Cyrpus. Gale force winds 
with snow and hail will fall Thurs- 
day and frost will be formed 
Friday evening. 


Workshop on drugs to end after four days 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The workshop on drugs and their uses 
organised by the Ministry of Health and the World Health 
Organisation is due to conclude Thursday with the presentation of 
graduation certificates. Fifty physicians and pharmadsts from the 
Kingdom have participated in the workshop which aimed to 
improve the control and use of essential drugs. 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Three liberal parties 
merged Wednesday to form the 
Unionist Arab Democratic Party 
or Waed which will apply for 
official party status with the 
Ministry of Interior next week. 

Waed which means 'promise’ 
in Arabic consists of the Union 
Liberals, the Arab Union and 
Democratic Union parties. The 
three former heads of the parties 
addressed a group of some 75 
members and representatives of 
other parties to officially 
announce their union. 

All three founders as well as all 
15 members of the Waed's execu- 
tive committee are members of 
the "list of 70” Jordanian perso- 
nalities who had joined together 
in an attempt to form a centrist 
political coalition in September 
1990. 

Composed mostly of industrial- 
ists and private sector business- 
men, the group appears to have a 
wide geographic base. It consists 
of people from all parts of Jor- 
dan, including several of West 
Bank origin. Three of the group's 
15 executive committee members 
are Christians. 


Jordan, Lebanon 
sign protocol 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
and Lebanese industrialists and 
businessmen wound up talks in 
Amman Wednesday by signing a 
protocol setting up a joint com- 
mittee on economic cooperation. 

The protocol signed by KhaJ- 
doun Abu Hassan, president of 
the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, and Jack Sarraff. chairman of 
the Lebanese businessmen asso- 
ciation. groups six representa- 
tives from each side and will meet 
regularly every six months in 
Amman and Beirut. 

The agreement, concluded just 
before the Lebanese team’s de- 
parture paves the ground for a 
greater measure of cooperation 
between the two sides, said a 
chamber official. 

The Lebanese team had started 
formal talks Saturday by first 
meeting with Industry and Trade 
Minister Abdullah Enrour to dis- 
cuss scopes of cooperation in 
economic and trade fields and 
joint investments. Discussion also 
covered the implementation of a 
Lebanese- Jordanian trade pro- , 
toed signed last October in Am-’ 
man. 

The protocol lists types of 
national Jordanian and Lebanese 
products that could be exchanged 
with no customs duty. 

The chamber official said that | 
the agreement provides for the 
two sides to exchange expertise 
and information . hold training 
seminars, discuss investment 
opportunities in either of the two 
countries and encourage trade 
exchange. The protocol also cov- 
ers the organisation of industrial 
fairs in Beirut and Amman, joint 
efforts to open markets abroad 
for national products and initiat- 
ing joint ventures. 


Waed is the second party and 
second coalition of parties to 
emerge from the "list of 70.” 
Earlier this year, the Mustakbal 
Party emerged from the list after 
uniting three centrist parties. The 
Mustakbal Party applied for legal 
registration in October and re- 
ceived notice of its legalisation 
from the Ministry of Interior ear- 
lier this month. 

Waed distinguished itself at the 
press conference by bringing up 
issues such as the protection of 
the environment as part of their 
main political charter. The Party 
Executive Secretary Anis 
Muasher told the press* confer- 
ence that the party had three 
pillars which were “Jordanian in 
foundation, democratic in prac- 
tice and Arab in character." 

The unity of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian people as well as plur- 
alism. respect for free speech and 
a free market economy were also 
stressed during the conference. 

Some political observers are 
describing the new party* as one of 
the most liberal to apply for 
recognition. Party founders said 
that the refusal of the Ministry of 
Interior to grant legal status to 
three left-wing parties earlier this 
month was regrettable. "I believe 


in respect for the law," said Mr. 
Muasher, "but 1 think that the 
points involved could have been 
settled between the ministry and 
the party founders and their 
would have been no need to 
refuse legalisation." 

Another party executive 
Mohammad Oran, formerly head 
of the Democratic Union, said he 
hoped that "at this stage the 

government would see it fit to 
allow all parties to become legal 
— especially the old known 
ones." 

"The Baath Party, in particu- 
lar, has wide ranging support on 
the streets of Jordan," said Mr. 
Oran. The group said they sup- 
port the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess in principle but would not- 
condone any agreement which 
falls short of applying interna- 
tional law and U.N. resolutions 
"in full." 

During the press conference, 
the group said it condemned the 
deportation of some 415 Palesti- 
nians from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to South Lebanon and 
asked that the deportees be 
allowed to return immediately. 

While the group's founders are 
mostly upper middle class busi- 
ness people one of the party's 


advisors, Sami Gamma, said he 
hoped that a wide-ranging popu- 
lar base would be formed. "The 
group appeals to the man in the 
street in that it represents his 
aspirations and his-her political 
stand and opinion and thus the 
party should be able to get wide- 
ranging support," said Mr. Gam- 
mo. 

Mr. Gammo urged more cen- 
trist parties to merge and form a 
larger coalition that would make 
"a difference at the polls.” 

When Waed applies for legal 
status next week it will be the 
12th party to have done so. So far 
five have received legal status 
while three, the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party, the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party and the Jordan 
People's Democratic Party have 
been denied legal status. 

Members of Waed's executive 
committee are: Anis* Muasher, 
Talal Omari, Mohammad Al 
Oran, Abdul Rahman Tonkan, 
Mohammad Fadel Al Taber, Sha- 
bib Al Odat. Wasif Azer, Hatii 
Kaddoura, Hisham Al Zagha. 
Mohammad Awamtch,- 
Mahmoud Al Abdullat, Kama! 
Kakish, Bassam Mayia, Moham- 
mad Nahas and Ismat Abu Han- 
tash. 


Handicrafts displayed for Christmas 


By lea Wahbeb 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Now that the winter ■ 
fetes are here and one is at a loss 
for what gifts to buy the dear 
ones, it seems like a wonderful 
idea to pay a visit to the bazaar 
organised by the Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre of the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation. 

The bazaar, initially organised 
for three-days but prolonged for , 
two more because of its success, 
is an Ali Baba cave with goodies 
that could easily tempt even the 
most demanding tastes. 

Delicately-embroidered 
cushions, bold-coloured carpets, 
subdued-toned pottery, brilliant- 
ly blown glass, rugs, curtains, 
wallets, handbags, glasses and 
key holders, quilts and an array 
of things for ornamental purposes 
vie for attention. 

^he centre, supported by the 
United States Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USAID), 
was established in order to re- 
vitalise the handicraft industry in 
the Kingdom. It aims at preserv- 
ing tradition and at creating 
income-generating projects to 
help rural women supplement 
their families' earnings. 

Providing assistance to 32 
handicraft groups and indi- 
viduals, the centre has a business- 
oriented, marketing approach to 
production. Project staff first ev- 
aluate production skills and local- 
ly produced raw materials; ex- 
perienced commercial designers 
are then engaged to create 
marketable products based on 
Jordan's diverse cultural herit- 
age;oncea small nucleus of crafts 
people in each group is identified, 
intensive training begins to im- 
prove management and product 
quality and to meet the expecta- 



"V... 



Traditional costumes from Jordan 


tions of the market. 

Based on the demand for their 
products, more producers can be 
trained and the core group ex- 
panded. This approach has- en- 
sured the projects' success and 
helped sales both locally and 
abroad. It also was a sure way to 
preserve handicraft tradition 
once in danger of dying out. 

Besides local outlets. Tike Kan 
Zaman or the duty-free shop, the 
centre has representatives in the 
U.S. and Europe where it already 
presented its products. Two ex- 
hibitions were held in July and 
September in Atlanta, Georgia, 
and Paris respectively. They 
brought the centre $40,000 to 
$50,000, according to David 
O'Connor, co-director of the pro- 
ject. 

It may sound little, but the 
project is in its second year and 
“we hope to build on it," said Mr. 
O’Connor, adding that after gain- 
ing recognition, the centre hopes 
to sell more and become self- 
sufficient. 


Fitna Kalaji, the project mana- 
ger, stressing on the group larget- 
ted by the project, regions with 
population in need of help, said 
that beneficiaries of the project 
stood at 2,000. 

Besides helping create capfoy- 
menr and increasing wages 
among low-income communities, 
particularly women, the centre 
provides a variety of fnaricet- 
related services to handicraft pro- 
ducers as well as to local and 
international buyers. Hie latter 
are able to place orders for ex- 
isting merchandise or to tf eveto p 
their own exclusive lines, always 
based on Jordan’s traditional 
handicraft. 

Dr. Sima Bahous, of the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation, put the 
centre’s future in a nutshell 
saying: “In the long-run, the cen- 
tre's products [will bring returns, 
helping Jordan's economy. It 
helps develop tbe Kingdom's 
handicraft projects and cast a 
beautiful image of tbe country 
abroad.” 
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lor peace 


iT IS Christmas time once again, a joyous 
occasion for Christians worldwide to celebrate 
aiid rejoice in with renewed hopes and aspira- 
£3ces for the new year and the future. We 
express not only special greetings to our fellow 
Christian Jordanians on this happy occasion, 
has. ail so our gratitude and appreciation for 
their continued and valued contributions to 
'h? country and its welfare and prosperity. 

Our rejoice cannot be complete, however, 
skice the Holy Land, the birthplace of Jesus 
Christ, is still denied the kind of peace and 
stability that the entire world has been yearn- 
ing for. The worldwide celebrations associated 
with the Christmas season are shadowed by 
the perennial sufferings of the Palestinians as 
well as by the sufferings of other peoples all 
over the world. 

As Song as blood continues to flow in former 
Yugoslavia, Somalia or Cambodia, and 
oppression and denial of basic human rights 
perpetuates in other corners of the world, no 
true rejoice can fill the hearts of the believers. 

Christmas, therefore, is not just an occasion 
to commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ but 
a time to dwell on his great teachings and 
preachings and to apply them faithfully to end 
human suffering everywhere. Above all, there 
tz a pressing need to promote tolerance and 
7izEdsrsianding between different peoples, reli- 
gions and cultures. There is also an urgent need to 
reintroduce and spirituality not only to inter- 
human relations but also to bilateral and 
multilateral relations between nations. 

The climate of constructive tolerance that is 
enjoyed by all Jordanians, irrespective of 
their faith, is a hallmark of the Kingdom’s 
stability and progress and a cardinal principle 
on which the country continues to develop on 
all fronts. This national and personal achieve- 
ment is basically a tribute to the reign of His 
Majesty King Hussein and an example for 
other countries to emulate. 

Accordingly, as we salute and congratulate 
all Christians this year on Christmas, we are 
duty-bound to remind everybody that the 
happy and joyous occasion is also an occasion 
for reflection and soul-searching. In a bid to 
apply the message of love and peace to worldy 
issues and disputes. 


Aemsuc [PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’i daily bitterly criticised Western countries for merely 
issuing statements of condemnation against Israel's expulsion of 
more than 500 Palestinians. N» - •■■te statement in the West 
dared issue a strong protest agamsi Israel's arbitrary action 
neither has the world community decided on a firm measure to 
force the Jewish state to repatriate the deportees, said the daily. 
Western leaders sitting comfortably in their plush-offices, warm 
and happy are merely issuing statements which can by no means 
ensure the return of the deportees, it said. The expelled 
Palestinians are out in the cold facing severe weather conditions 
and awaiting help from the international community and exposed 
to the Zionist bullets, said the daily. The paper said that the 
Western countries' silence about this matter is tantamount to 
condoning Isri.i’s actions und dearly portrays the Western 
colonialists hypocricy. Before winter came, Western leaders were 
expressing concern over the Kurdish population in northern Iraq 
fearing that they would suffer from the cold and hunger while, at 
the same time, threatening to launch another war on Iraq in 
defence of these Kurds, said the daily. It said that the Western 
countries illegally used Iraqi frozen assets to buy food for the 
Kurds, but are doing nothing to save the deportees or taking steps 
ic stop such Israeli atrocities which are continuing day and night 
in the occupied Arab territories. 



The Mideast should grasp chance to 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily urged the Arab League to 
demand that Palestinians and Jordanian rights and properties lost 
in Kuwait be returned to them. The Arab League has been 
demanding that the Iraqis return what it says, hundreds of 
Kuwaiti nationals held hostage in Iraqi, but what about the 
Jordanians and Palestinians still in the Kuwaiti jails, their rights, 
their savings and their other properties, asked Tareq Masarweh. 
The writer also urged the Foreign Ministry in Amman to make 
speedy moves to ensure the rights of the Palestinians and 
Jordanians in Kuwait and to demand that Kuwait release the 
remaining Jordanians and Palestinians still held hostage in jail, 
without trial. The writer said that the Jordanian government 
should raise the matter with the United Nations Organisations 
and expose the Kuwaiti rulers atrocities. He said that if France, 
Britain and rhe United States are the protectors of the Kuwaiti 
regime, they should all be held responsible for the fate of the 
remaining Jordanians and Palestinians. 


Following is the speech on 
“What's going on in the Middle 
East ?” delivered at the end of 
November by Ali Ghandour . His 
Majesty King Hussein’s advisor 
on civil aviation and tourism, at* 
the University of Cincinnati, 
I.L.R. College of Evening and 
Continuing Education. 


I am not surprised but indeed 
heartened to note that, while 
Americans are still in the throes 
of a severe and prolonged reces- 
sion and therefore preoccupied 
with a domestic agenda, attention 
is focused on the Middle East. 
This is important because U.S. 
strategists take a long-term view 
of the future and of U.S. interests 
and security- Contrary to widely- 
held beliefe by .the man-in-the- 
street in the Middle East, U.S. 
concerns are not necessarily in- 
congruent with those of the Arab 
people. The mutuality of interests 
has to be recognised, demons- 
trated and confirmed beyond the 
shadow of any doubt in order to 
allay fear and mistrust — the 
underlying factors that have be* 
devilled U.S.-Arab relations over 
the span of four decades and 
seem to be waning now. 

To my mind, the U.S. is on 
record as having demonstrated 
qualities of leadership from time 
to time in the conduct of foreign 
affairs and has the potential to 
lead provided it recognises its 
responsibilities. 

In the aftermath of the Gulf 
war and in the wake of the 
disintegration of the Soviet Un- 
ion. President George Bush 
spoke of a new world order. His 
pronouncement invited suspicion 
in the Middle East, particularly in 
those countries that are in close 
conflict with Israel. There was 
fear that the new world order 
envisaged would imply the furth- 
er "Balkanisation" of the Arab 
region along the lines of the 
Sykes-Picot agreement of 1916. 
Little attention was paid to the 
origins of Mr. Bush's thinking. 

At this juncture, it is worth 
recalling that on August 12, 1941,’ 
Franklin Roosevelt and Winston 
Churchill subscribed to a joint 
declaration the Daily Herald in 
London two days later gave the 
enduring name: The Atlantic 
Charter. The goals of the docu- 
ment were — “the right of all 
peoples to choose the form of 
government under which they, 
will live," equal access “to the 
trade and to the raw materials of 
the world,’’ "improved labour 
standards, economic advance- 
ment and social security,” relief 
from “the crushing burden of 
armaments." establishment of a 
community of nations. 

These purposes and principles, 
said Arthur Schlesinger in The 
New York limes, today consti- 
tute the philosophical and juridic- 
al basis for President George 
Bush's new world order. 

Yet George Bush's concept of 
a new world order would not 
have shown promise or even seen 
the light if it had not been for the 
end of the cold war. 

The end of the cold war and the 
advent of the Gulf war in 1990 
combined together, albeit for 
different reasons, to prepare 
hopefully the ground for an 
Arab-Israeli reconciliation and 
resolution of the Palestine ques- 
tion which all along was deemed 
to constitute and core of the, at 
one time, seemingly incessant 
conflict. 

Prior to the Madrid peace con- 
ference. held in November last 
year, there were two serious 
peace initiatives since the Camp 
David accords of 1978 that led to 
the normalisation of relations be- 
tween Egypt and Israel. One by 
President Ronald Reagan upon 
his taking up office and the other 
by die European Community, 
namely the Venice Declaration of 
1980. Unfortunately, they came 
to nothing. Both the Arabs and 
the Israelis were intransigent. 
The Arabs held to maximalist 
demands and the Israelis to max- 
imalist objectives. The Arabs de- 
manded restoration of Arab 
rights to territory and the Israelis, 
ender the Likud, envisioned a 
Greater Israel. Both thought that 
time was on their side. The Arabs 
were proved wrong. Israel, on the 
other hand, adopted procrastina- 
tion as the best strategy. Israel's 
first prime minister. David Ben 
Gurion, noted in his diary a 


remark by the Israeli diplomat 
Abba Eban: “An armistice is 
sufficient for us. If we chase after 
pearc. the Arabs will demand of 
us a price — borders or refugees 
or both." 

The Gulf war. it is to be noted, 
laid bare myths and illusions. 
Both Arabs and Israelis woke up 
to a new situation. Arab unity 
had become fragile, if not shat- 
tered and Israel's myopic sense of 
security, the citadel syndrome, 
exposed. A mutual realisation 
emerged that Arabs and Israelis 
are consigned to live together in 
peace or else they are condemned 
to a cataclysmic future. The 
majority of Arabs and Israelis are 
fed up of being fed on rhetoric 
which invites scepticism and frus- 
tration. Both now demand a 
pragmatic approach to pressing 
problems in the various aspects of 
human activity and endeavour. 

For the first time in almost fifty 
years the forces of moderation on 
both sides are making their pre- 
sence felt and could ultimately 
influence the course as well as the 
turn of events in the right direc- 
tion. 

The attainment of peace in the 
Middle East is not simply, impor- 
tant for its own sake. In has 
worldwide ramifications. The 
Arab-lsraeli conflict may seem 
remote to some countries in the 
world, but because of its political, 
economic and religious overtones 
it cannot be ignored. Two-thirds 
of the world oil reserves lie in the 
Arab Middle East, and there is of 
course worldwide interest in safe- 
guarding the flow of oil at afford- 
able prices. In the absence of 
harmony, radicalisation of the 
Arab states in pursuit of political 
objectives could turn the balance 
upside-down and bring untold up- 
heaval in its wake. There is also 
the danger of stockpiling of lethal 
weapons, including nuclear capa- 
bilities, these constituting a great 
danger to international peace. 

For these and other no less 
tangible reasons, the world lead- 
ers were drawn to Madrid to 
promote and support the cause of 
peace and the principle of shared 
destiny. 

The' Gulf war brought great 
tragedy in its wake all around. 
Yet. we cannot despair and a new 
beginning is being made. We 
seem to live today in a multipolar 
world in which doctrines of col- 
lective security and U.N. actions 
rule the day. The U.N. seems 
poised to live up to its potential, 
although doubt is being cast on its 
inactions to support and maintain 
the territorial integrity of the 
newly-emerged Republic of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The fact remains that the Mid- 
dle East is changing because it is 
an integral part of the world. 

The Madrid peace conference 
could not have taken place with- 
out the Bus h administration 
wanting to live up to its pledge to 
address the Palestinian problem. 
The Arabs responded, including 
of course the Palestinians, be- 
cause it was seen as the last 
window of opportunity. Israel, 
despite the loud protestations of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
did not wish to be left in the cold 
and to become morally and politi- 
cally isolated. There is no ques- 
tion that the withholding of the 
$lG-billion in loan guarantees, 
subsequently granted to the in- 
coming government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, must 
have influenced Israel's decision 
to come to the negotiating table. 

The Madrid peace conference a 
year ago took off to a bumpy 
start, as anyone might have ex- 
pected. but since then negotia- 
tions. particularly on the bilateral 
level, have assumed a tone of 
reasonableness. In the Israeli 
view, time is not of the essence. 
They hold on to Cardinal Riche- 
lieu’s observation three centuries 
ago that the art of negotiation 
“must be a permanent activity 
and not merely a hurried opera- 
tion." To the Arabs time is all 
important. The West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights 
have been under Israeli occupa- 
tion since 1967. Well over a mil- 
lion Palestinians suffer the 
occupation which they find 
oppressive and humiliating and 
newly-enlightened Israelis find 
corrosive to the Jewish spirit. The 
occupation, without parallel in 
the recent annals of history, must 
end and the right of the Palesti- 


nians to self-determination must 
be recognised and granted. Com- 
promise is both fine and essential, 
but should not be at the expense 
of the vanquished. Otherwise, it 
will not withstand the test of 
time. 

The Israelis think and hope 
that agreement can be reached 
piecemeal with the negotiating 
parties. This is not only wishful 
thinking but dangerous too and, 
at the end of the day. self- 
defeating and counter- 
productive. I could foresee 
piecemeal agreements being suc- 
cessfully negotiated- but accept- 
ance of one agreement must be 
contingent upon acceptance of all 
the others and. in the final analy- 
sis. must enmesh in one whole. 
This is the path, the only path, to 
an honourable, comprehensive 
and lasting peace in the Middle 
East. 

It is difficult to predict the 
outcome of the peace talks. I do, 
however, suspect that it could be 
a rehash of the 1978 Camp David 
accord. The accord provides for 
Palestinian self-rule during a five- 
year transitional period, the 
establishment of an elected self- 
government authority in the West 
Bank and Gaza, the withdrawal 
at some point of the Israeli milit- 
ary government and of its civilian 
administration and the redeploy- 
ment of the remaining Israeli 
forces into a specified security 
locations. The accord envisages 
the institution of measures for 
assuring internal and external 
security, such as the establish- 
ment of a strong local police force 
and joint Israel-Jordanian border 
patrols and control posts. 

It stipulates that “no later than 
the third year after the beginning 
of the transitional period, nego- 
tiations will take place to deter- 
mine the final status of the West 
Bank and Gaza and its rela- 
tionship with its neighbours, and 
to conclude a peace treaty be- 
tween Israel and Jordan by the 
end of the transitional period." 
The negotiations are to be con- 
ducted in recognition “of the 
legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
' nian people and their just re- 
quirements" and “the adoption 
of all necessaiy measures to 
assure the security of Israel and 
its neighbours.” 

To my mind, the transitional 
period being envisaged in the 
present talks constitutes a crucial 
element, and if agreed to by the 
negotiating parties, could effec- 
tively lead to better understand- 
ing and admission of Palestinian 
rights by the Israelis. 

The scene today, on both sides 
of the equation, is more en- 
couraging as less “spoilers" are 
around and many have already 
been neutralised. “Outbidders" 
seem now to belong to a defunct 
era. 

As the issue of Palestine is 
being tackled bravely and intel- 
ligently now. problems simmer in 
many parts of the Middle East. It 
is true that the Gulf war had 
accelerated the search for 
Mideast peace, but it has im- 
pacted the region in ways hereto- 
fore unknown. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries now say publicly 
what they had previously whis- 
pered privately — preoccupation 
with their own security require- 
ments, accentuated by fear and 
mistrust. They are forced to con- 
tend with the dangers from out- 
side and from within. Palestine is 
no more the burning issue it once 
was. although it could potentially 
become a rallying banner for 
irredentists and Islamic fun- 
damentalists inside. The pace of 
democratisation has been has- 
tened. a fact to which the ruling 
autocracy somewhat reluctantly 
responds. Within, the clamour 
for change, social and economic, 
persists. Foroes representing the 
right and the left pull apart rather 
than together, thus creating con- 
ditions of potential instability. 

As a result of the Gulf war 
there has been a noticeable shift 
in the political balance. The pen- 
dulum seems to have swung to- 
wards non-Arab countries, name- 
ly Israel. Iran and Turkey, Iran is 
the only country in the Middle 
East that, for military purposes, 
depends on itself. Israel fares no 
military match of any consequ- 
ence. And Turkey is deemed by 
the West to be a strategic asset in 
the region. 


On the orher hand, the GCC ■ 
collapsed and was replaced by a 
new defensive pact consisting of 
Egypt, Syria and Saudi Arabia — 
strange bedfellows at one time 
but no more! 

The new Russia, the ex-Soviet 
Union, is no more a principal or 
dominant player m the region. I 
do. however, believe that if and 
when Russia puts its own house in 
order, it will have a role to play 
— albeit a limited one — because 
of its national interests and spong 
historic ties to some countries in 
the region. 

GCC countries, with the help 
of Egypt and Saudi Arabia, might 
have thought that they have 
achieved Gulf security as an up- 
shot of the Gulf war. but now 
realise that their individual secur- 
ity cannot be realised without a 
strong western participation. 

Iran and Yemen oppose any 
regional security order if they are 
not party to it. Yemen and Iran 
say that a regional security order 
does not mean a military arrange- 
ment but should entail political, 
economic and cultural coopera- 
tion. 

The GCC refuses the proposal, 
though Saudi Arabia has lately 
improved its relations with Iran 
with a view to containing Iraq 
rather than inviting Iran into a 
regional security order. 

It is worth noting that since the 
Gulf war more arms were sold or 
offered to the Gulf and Middle 
East countries, nowithstandmg 
the western countries’ commit- 
ment to stop arms deliveries. 
Western countries, it seems, 
crave to sell arms and Middle 
East countries crave to buy them, 
for their own peculiar reasons. 

Kuwait remains a hot spot, the 
object of Iraqi ambitions that 
have not unequivocally been re- 
nounced. Kuwait, insofar as ex- 
ternal security is concerned, is 
now resigned, of its own volition, 
to western hegemony. Conse- 
quently. it is not expected to play 
a role in international affairs. In 
pan-Arab affairs, because of ex- 
ogenous circumstances. Kuwait's 
role will not extend beyond the 
GCC countries. 
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Kuwait is now preoccupied 
with domestic issues: agitation for 
power-sharing and demand -for 
national reconciliation and unity. 


The newly-elected parliament is a 
manifestation of “managed” 
democracy at work. 

However, Kuwait will remain 
in the spotlight because of its 
immense oil reserves and sub- 
stantial market for foreign goods 
and services. Already rivalry be- 
tween the U.S. and Japan can be 
discerned and the Japanese- 
owned Arabian Oil Company's 
concession, which will come up 
for renewal shortly, becomes a 
testing point. The Japanese 
already feel edgy and now favour 
a less than robust American pre- 
sence in the area. 


Israeli .conflict. • . vt*:-: 
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privileges and concessions were 
divided amongst the contending 
religions groups in accordance 
with the 1943 national covenant. 

Demographic change in favour of 
a historically downtrodden sertor 
of the population led to the civil 
war and stymied the national 
covenant. It has since been re- 
placed by the Taif accord which 
ultimately calls for the uprooting 
of the sectarian route and for 
following or imposing a secular 
system. A new parliament elected 
recently was supposed to address 
the problem at stake, but the 
nation is still politically split on 
the issue. The future of th e coun - 
try is tied down to a successful 
outcome of the Middle East 
peace talks now under way. We 
anticipate change in Lebanon, 
but in order to achieve meaning- 
ful reforms all foreign military 
presence must be eliminated so 
that Lebanon can enjoy self- 
determination and finally become 
the arbiter in its own cause. 

Syria has been swift in recog- 
nising the ramifications of the end 
of the cold war and has adjusted 
painlessly to the dictates and 
nuances of realpolitik. Of course, 
the occupation of the Golan 
Heights — a thorn in Syrian flesh 
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— presents embarrassment am> 
challenge. There seems to be no 
oyert challenge to the one-party 
rale, and Syria continues to de- 
velop along all-too-familiar lines. 

Eg ypt faces colossal problems: 
explosive population growth, un- 
employment and poverty beyond 
description. Egypt's cultural pre- 
eminence in the Arab World is 
widely recognised, but its politic- 
al clout at the regional and inter- 
national levels has been circums- 
cribed. Egypt does not have the 
capabilities, nor can it afford, to 
back serious initiatives abroad. 
Of recent importance, Egypt 
serves as an interlocutor between 
the Arabs and Israelis. 

The country is certainly in tur- 
moil. Foreign policy and involve- 
ment is now an obsession. Econo- 
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Iraq wallows in the defeat of 
the Gulf war and awaits direc- 
tion. It gropes for solutions that it 
cannot find. The danger of the 
country being divided along 
ethnic and religious lines is a 
nightmare. The Kurdish and 
Shiite problems have come to the 
fore and compound an already 
complex situation. Extremists are 
fed on frustration and anger and 
create a force for further conflict. 
Division means divisiveness and 
is a cause of prolonged instability. 
People come and go, but the 
integrity of the country must be 
preserved. And I visualise that 
traq. under normal and natural 
circumstances, will have an im- 
portant positive role to play, re- 
gionally and internationally. 

Iran is the only and truly 
theocratic state in the Middle 
East and attempts to play a role 
commensurate with its character. 
Iran wishes to extend its influence 
and presence beyond its own 
domain, but international in- 
terests, which are now at logger- 
heads, will keep it in check. The 
Iranians are shrewd enough to 
realise their own limitations. 
They are now concerned with 
increasing oil production to 4- 
million barrels a day if they can 
get away with it. Iran needs all 
the revenues it can muster to 
rebuild its shattered economy and 
infrastructure. 

Lebanon, the one-time beacon 
of freedom and democracy, lies in 


that challenge the extant fragile - 
stability. Forces on opposite rides 
of the spectrum are at work, 
clashing violently along the way. 
Islamic fundamentalists clash 
with established authority, de- 
manding that Islam be the solu- 
tion to Egypt's ills. Through the . 
available democratic process, 
they are reaching for the upper 
echelons of power in the profes- 
sions. Frustration has given way 
to despair and their platform 
seems to appeal to a dispirited 
and dispossessed population. 
Massive western aid, which has 
not been forthcoming, can 
perhaps check the trend towards 
radicalism. 


problems it brought 
dine towards political itfoft 
economic development ; nt 
hand-in-hand to allow for;' 
ernisation and retention of J 
tional values at the same ! 


In a nutshell, the Middle 
is undergoing change. The 
now the realisation (hat.gp 
mgs along meaningful cpntig 
boundaries are necessary 
self-serving. This is visibfe-rf 
Gnlf countries despite' ft 
skirmishes between Qafiar 
Saudi Arabia. The count* L Jk 
North Africa, of the f®e Vi 
and of the Levant have ye 
develop their -own models 
cooperation and integration. _ 

Arab peoples of the Middle fc- ;Tn 
in their own compartments! •, y \ ; S. 

areas are desirous of unity/' - A v ^ 
often differ and bicker aknf 
path of achieving it. The stru)^ 
between secular and sectafv'- - v 
forces goes on. Arab n- “ s " 
sectarian forces are gaia ‘ -‘ > l. N 

strength and could provkk 
counter-balance to the rise 
Islamic fundamentalism. H 


Saudi Arabia continues to be Arab peoples of the Middled r 
preoccupied with external secur- j n their own compartmentaT •/; 
ity, judging by the continuous areas ^ desiions of umW' ' 
military build-up. On the homef- oft en differ and bicker along' 
ront, Saudi Arabia has not been path of achieving it. Hie stro) 
immune from recent influences between and seettfv: 

that have swept the Mideast na- forces goes on. Arab n- 
tions. Doses of “managed” sectarian forces are gaij 
democracy are being dispensed, strength and could providi 
The fact remains that there is a counter-balance to the rise 
struggle between the foroes of Zs/amic fundamentalism, 'll 
conservatism, resenting and re- hoped that the advent of “m 
- sisting change, and the forces of aged” democracy, even in do 
liberalism, , wanting to * force wiU raise the threshold of on 
change. The ruling oligarchy sirable confrontation, 
seems to be walking a tightrope. Peace in the Middle East is 
As far as Jordan is concerned, enough. Peace without prospe 
it is a small country with scarce and justice is meaningless. 1 
resources that managed, thanks meaning of peace is riot simplj 
to the leadership, vision and de- co-exist but co-babitate and 
termination of His Majesty King learn to live together in.amfty i 
Hussein, to build a fairly modern harmony. J- 

state. Financial aid and loan sup- _ • ‘ 

port from Arab oil producing The Middle East 
countries and western govern- always been, a comptouco^ 
ments. including the United m S intriguing stmi* 01 -*’ 
States, was forthcoming because wisdom of hindsight, w 
of Jordan's political role in the teinty seemed to Ik 
region that calls for moderation, certain- thing about ft. 5 
Jordan is also seen as providing a peace talks going pn. I benex ^ 
level playing field for competing breakthrough has been acmq 
political and soda] forces from and a new 
the extreme left to the extreme The nations of the MicWte eg 
right to co-exist and to eo- now feve tfae chance to teav c 
habitate in pursuit of the common history of warfare bemnOffl| 
good. Jordan is also viewed in a * eafi * towards the ugnt or 
favourable light by the interna- *8®* Humanity can finally 
tional community because of its a higher order, of hvn^*""j 

unceasing efforts to help find a peace and no war..-- “^;5.: 7 


The Middle East is, as 
always been, a complex, corm 
mg and intriguing subject. " 
the wisdom of hindsight, 
tainty seemed to be 
certain- thing about it With; q 
peace talks going on, I beHet * 


sad history of warfare behind* 
lead towards .tbejight of a-.* 
age. Humanity can faraOyeY 0 
to a higher order, of Hwng, °*K 
peace and no war. - ' “^. 5. ' 


v# 




New world order and the problems of intervention 



By Christopher Connefl 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — George 
Bush dreamt of a new world 
order where law-abiding nations 
would defuse crises like the 
ethnic warfare that has convulsed 
the Balkans. 

But in his final weeks in office, 
the president is finding it difficult 
to line up support even for en- 
forcement of the U.N. no-fly 
zone over Bosnia-Heraegovina. 

The fear: Strict enforcement 
could invite retaliation against 
25,000 peacekeeping troops from 
various countries in the former 

Yugoslav republics. 

There’s a need for a “settle- 


ment that does not disturb the 
humanitarian assistance that's so 
necessary for so many hundreds 
of thousands of people in Yugos- 
lavia,” said British Prime Minisr. 
ter John Major. 

Strict U.N. enforcement of the 
no fly zone "presents very grave 
dangers.... I have very grave con- 
cerns about it,” former Secretary 
of State Cyras Vance, now the 
U.N. special envoy for the Bal- 
kan crisis, has said. 

Bosn ia- Herzegovina’s foreign 
ministers, Haris Silajdzik, on Fri- 
day urged lifting the weapons 
embargo and active enforcement 
of the months-old U.N. declara- 
tion against Serbian planes over- 
flying Bosnia. 

Mr. Bush is looking to the 


*U-N. Security Council to adopt a 
new resolution this week that will 
allow the United States and 
European allies to stop the Serb 
military flights. 

But that is a stopgap measure 
at best. No one expects ft to end 
the bloodletting in the Balkans. 

Mr. Bush, after a White 
House meeting Friday with Mr. 
Major, said: “We reaffirmed our 
commitment to the unhampered 
flow of humanitarian aid and to 
ending the violence there through 
a sound political solution.” 

Earlier, when Secretary of 
State Lawrence S. Eagleburgpr 
pressed for a strong statement of 


ing down the alliance's language. 

Mr. Vance has a reputation for 

caution. He resigned as Jimmy 
Carter’s secretary of state in 
April 1980 over a disagreement 
about a failed military rescue 
mission to free the American 
hostages in Tehran. 

Mr. Eagleburger, a caretaker 
secretary of state and onetime 
U.S. ambassador to Belgrade, 
has called for war crimes tribun- 
als for Serbia's leaders, starting 
with its president, Slobodan 
Milosevic. 


pro-western rival Milan Panic, a 
Serb-born American millionaire. 

While Mr. Bush has shown a 
willingness to police the dries 
over Bosnia, he has not been 
ready to dispatch American 
troops into a civil war in rugged 
countryside against factions 
armed far more heavily than 
Somalia’s warlords. 
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It was uncertain, however, 
whether that would help or hurt 
Mr. Milosevic, an ex-communist 


And although Operation Res- 
tore Hope has gone smoothly in 
East Africa, without the loss of a 
single American life, Mr. Bush is 
running out of time to tedde any 
more ambitious operation m for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 


interventions at the sametioy 
said Charles F. Dw* 0 ' 3 
sor of international rel ation* l{\j [ 
the Johns Hopkins Unnwj 
School of Advanced hftouafa A 
al studies. “That is simply 
very manageable situation. K 

The Balkans dispute 1 $ 

in the European sphere, * 
Doran said. If the 
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support from NATO for flexing Mr. Milosevic, an i ex-comimmet “It’s very unlikely in my 
military midi! in the skies over and hard hne nationalist, in his . estimation that this government 
Bosnia, Britain insisted on water- election battle Sunday against would participate actively in two 


And if Mr, Bush hasj»&»J 
dis arm ing the gangs 
Somalia, how cowd be 
undertaking that much t°°B¥ 
task in the Balkans?-, ‘ 
But the instability m 
Yugoslavia threatens to sp«** r 
other parts of Europ®- ' J 
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Four-year-o/d Jamie Lew- 
sey from Turnford, England, 
points out in his letter that he 
has been a brave boy as well 
as a good one: 

“Dear Santa Claus. 

My mummy says I have 
been a good boy all year, 
especially since I was so 
brave when / had my tonsils 
removed in April. 

“For Christmas, I would 
like a yellow bicycle with 
sidewheels or- a billiard set. 
Aunt Anne says she has 
already talked to you about 
the game. 

“P.S. I will leave a glass of 
milk and a portion of pate as 
well as some apples and 
raisins out for you on Christ- 
mas eve.” 

A prisoner in a Danish 
penitentiary writes that he 
has preserved his children’s 



belief in Father Christmas 
and asks Santa to send him a 
rope ladder and file. 

Christmas wishes range 
from the worldly, such as a 
remote controlled model red 
Ferrari 305 GT sports car to a 
speaking parrot or a week in 
Disneyland , marketing man- 
ager Frank Busk Soerensen 
told Reuters by telephone. 

“But there are also chil- 
dren who want their parents 
to stop quarrelling. Kids in 
countries at war often wish 
for peace in the world,” he 
said. 

Japanese children wonder 
if Santa likes his job and what 
kind of vegetables he grows 
in his garden. 

Although named Green- 
land by the Vikings, who 
discovered it when the global 
climate was warmer, the 
world's largest island is most- 


ly icebound, and being the 
“real home “ of Santa is one 
of its few natural assets. 

The Christmas theme park. 
spread over 1.000 square 
metres at a disused dockyard, 
features the post office, a 
Rudolph the red-nosed rein- 
deer’s restaurant and a mar- 
ker selling yuletide gifts and 
Eskimo handicrafts. 

By Christmas next year. 
Santa’s workshop will be 
completed and the centre will 
also offer exhibitions on 
Greenland’s nature and wild- 
life. and sleigh rides with real 
reindeer. 

Greenland, suffering from 
economic recession and re- 
lying on an annual $360 mil- 
lion subsidy from its former 
Danish colonial rulers, hopes 
Santa will generate an annual 
$20 million , partly through 
attracting U.S. and Japanese 


visitors. 

The theme park concept 
was inspired by Wait Dis- 
ney's cartoon films, which 
clearly state that the white- 
bearded figure lives at the 
North Pole, Greenland. Busk 
said. 

The post office, to which 
children can write under the 
address Santa Claus . o'o the 
North Pole. Greenland, is the 
centre's frontline enterprise. 

“From a business point of 
view, it is an ideal way of 
generating publicity and 
building up a mailing list of 
people who will later be 
ottered magazines, videos, 
toyes and other products 
based on the Santa workshop 
concept, ” Busk said. 

As Christmas approaches. 
the post office is handling up 
to 5.000 letters each day. with 
the staff feeding addresses 


into a computer which re- 
sponds by sucking labels on 
packages containing Santa’s 
reply and a token gift. 

9 

“ All the letters are opened 
and read, although perhaps 
not in full detail. This is a 
question of morality. A child 
writing to Santa should be 
heard and receive an 
answer,” Busk said. 

This year, there are stan- 
dard replies in English, Dan- 
ish and the Eskimo language. 

The centre is working with 
psychologists in a project in- 
tended to expand the range 
of messages so that the needs 
of children with domestic or 
other problems can be met. 

Wh at is a token gift ? 

“Come on. it would ruin 
the excitement if 1 told you, ” 
Busk said. 








Bf Andrew Kelly 

Reuter 



.. STERDAM — As Santa 
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we ’re not careful, ” says Am- 
sterdam writer Nicolaas Mat- 
sier. 

Mr. Matsier and his family 
celebrate Sinterklaas the tra- 
ditional way, but he fears 
they belong to a dwindling 
minority. 

“Sinterklaas is all about 
jokes, surprises and funny 
poems, but some people are 
too lazy to make the effort 
these days.” 

Although they share com- 
mon origins and a preference 
for red robes and white 
beards, the two Santas have 
distinct identities. 

The Anglo-Saxon Santa is 
a secular Ggure but Sinterk - 
Jaas is a Catholic bishop com- 
plete with mitre and staff. 

Santa Claus lives at the 
North Pole while Sinterklaas 
-resides’ in Spain, somewhat 
closed to the .home of the . 
historical. St Nicholas who 
was Bishop of Myra in 
Turkey. 

Santa delivers his presents 


for Christmas Day on Dec. 25 
in a sleigh drawn by a team of 
reindeer, but Sinterklaas al- 
ways arrives by steamboat 
and travels around the 
Netherlands on a white 
horse. 

Dutch schoolchildren re- 
hearse special songs in the 
weeks before Sinterklaas ar- 
rives and the excitement gra- 
dually builds up until Dec. 5. 

Youngsters await his 
arrival with a mixture of 
eagerness and dread, for Sin- 
terklaas keeps a big book in 
which he records all of their 
good and bad deeds. 

Good children are re- 
warded with presents, but 
naughty ones are bundled 
into a sack and taken off to 
Spain. 

Since the 19th century, Sin- 
terklaas has been tieiped by a 
mischievous, dark-skinned 
servant known as Zwarte Piet 
(Black Peter). 

Concern about racism 
made Zwarte Piet a con- 


troversial figure in the 1970s 
and 19S0s. but the tradition 
has survived because of his 
great popularity ■ across alt 
ethnic groups. 

As children grow up they 
join in an elaborate family 
celebration involving an ex- 
change of presents and the 
recital of poems in which 
members of the family poke 
fun at each other. 

Increasingly, however, 
Christmas is edging out Sin- 
terklaas as the most impor- 
tant family holiday in the 
Netherlands. 

Anton Zijdervsld, profes- 
sor of sociology at Rotterdam 
University, says this is largely 
due to the decline of the 
traditional family unit. 

“The Christmas celebration 
fits in much better with a 
more individualised society. ” 
he says. ' . * 

Staunch supporters of the 
Dutch tradition accuse de- 
partment stores and the 
media of promoting an excess 
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of consumption at the ex- 
pense of the innocent charms 
of Sinterklaas. 

Some fear Sinterklaas and 
Zwarte Piet are doomed to 
disappear unless urgent ac- 
tion is taken. 

Mr. Matsier recommends 
setting up a special founda- 
tion to train teachers and 
parents in Sinterklaas cus- 


toms and appointing a profes- 
sor of Sinterklaas studies at 
one of the universities. 

But Prof. Zijder\'eld is 
confident that Sinterklaas 
will survive the battle of the 
Santas. 

“I don’t think that Anglo- 
Saxon fatty will gain a firm 
footing in the Netherlands.” 
be says. 



By Fredrik Dab! • 
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ROVANIEMS. Finland — 
Finland is stepping up its 
drive to promote its own San- 
ta Claus — or “ Joulupukki ” 
as he is known locally. 

A new firm called Santa 
Claus Finland International 
OV (SCFI) has been set up to 
“promofe and market the 
only and original Santa Claus 
in Finland and international- 
ly.” 

As part of the campaign . 
the Finnish Santa has this 
winter toured parts of the Far 
East — believed to be a 
marker with huge potential. 

“We plan to commercialise 
certain parts of the Santa 
World,” said Kai Wallin, 
president of SCFI. But. he 
added: “Not Santa Claus 
himself. He is above busi- 
ness, we have to keep Santa’s 
image clean . " 

SCFI officials deny there is 
fierce rivalry between 
“ Joulupukki ” and other 
Father Christmases. 

Greenland. Denmark's 
Arctic province, has this year 
launched a Santa Post Office 
as part of a new Santa Cen- 
tre. 

“We don’t say that the 
Danish or Swedish Santa 
Clauses are fake. ” said Mr. 
Waliin. stressing there was 
room for everybody. 

The aim of SCFI. privately 
owned but authorised by the 
Finnish government, is to de- 
velop the “ Santa World.” 

It plans fo publish books 
about Santa, establish a San- 
ta Claus Institute and help to 
set up Santa Claus villages 
around the world. One is 
already under construction in 
Japan. 

It has also opened a busi- 
ness office for Santa in down- 
town Helsinki, the Finnish 
capital . in addition to his 
headquarters at the Santa 
Claus villages outside the city 
of Rovaniemi by the Arctic 
Circle. 

In Finland, the white - 
bearded old man in a red 
cloak who brings children 
Christmas presents on his 
reindeer-drawn sled is seen as 
being something of a national 

symbol and treasure. 

The Finns claim he lives in 
Korvatunturi. literally “ Ear 
Mountain in the easfem 
part of the Finnish Lapland. 

Santa Claus helps bring 
much-needed tourist cash ro 
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the sparsely populated north- 
ern parts of Finland, hit hard 
by the country’s deep reces- 
sion. 

About 400,000 tourists visit 
the Santa Claus Village each 
year, some in specially char- 
tered flights. 

The Joulupukin Psa posti- 
kon tt on (Santa Claus' Main 
Post Office) will this year 
receive roughly as many let- 
ters — from Finland to the 
Fiji Islands. 

Up here, even a local soc- 
cer team is named after 
Father Christmas — FC San- 
ta Claus Rovaniemi. 

“He is an important PR 
man for the tourism here." 
said Marja Selin, a spokes- 
woman for the Santa Claus 
Village. 

The appeal of the Finnish 
Santa seems to have declined 
in recent years, causing con- 
cern at the country’s Foreign. 
Ministry. 

The number of letters has 
fallen from a high of 800.000 
a year a few years ago to less 
than half that last year. 

It has also been hard to 
find the money to expand the 
Santa Claus Village, original- 
ly built for local artists and 
artisans in the 1950s. 

Today, besides meeting 
Santa Claus . visitors can sign 
up for Lapland safaris. 

“It would be ideal to build 
something for Santa here, an 
old house with an open fire 
...but a Disneyland will never 
be built here in Lapland.” 
said Ms. Selin. 

Working under the slogan 
“ original Santa Claus Fin- 
land, ” SCFI and the Finnish 
Post Office this year intro- 
duced an electronic mail sys- 
tem and other enhanced let- 
ter services. 

Soon, even ■ sender of a 
letter will be guaranteed a 
reply. 

“If people receive letters 
from Santa Claus they will 
know he is from Finland.” 
said Kati Nivala at the Santa 
Claus' Main Post Office. 

The letters come from ail 
parts of the world and from 
people of all ages. 

A 31 -year-old Japanese 
doctor asked if Santa could 
give him a blonde . Finnish 
wife, while a married couple 
wondered if Santa Claus 
could help them get children. 

Most, of course , are from 
children telling Santa Claus 
what they want for Christ- 
mas. 
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Brief History of tire Central Asian RepssSsSics 
and Azerbaijan 

4 

By Dr. Gali Oda Tealakh 
Royal Scientific Society Press. Amman 

A recent publication by Dr. Gali O. Tealakh dealing with 
the political history of Central Asia and .Azerbaijan entitled 
Brief History of the Republics of Central Asia and 
Azerbaijan was published recently by the Royal Scientific 
Sociery. The study covers the history of five Central Asian 
Republics: Kazakhstan. Kirghizistin. Uzbekistan. Turk- 
menistan. and Tajikistan. Yet the author included in the 
same volume Azerbaijan, which is a Caucasian republic but 
as long as it is affiliated to Centra/ Asian nations ethnically 
and linguistically the author considered it proper to include 
these Turkic nations in one study. 

The book comes at a suitable time to fulfill a manifest 
deficiency in this field especially after the independence of 
these states. The Central Asian nations and Azerbaijan are 
looking towards fitting into their natural environment, i.e. 
the Middle East, which includes Turkey, the Arab World . 
and Iran. Dealing with newly independenr nations requires 
deep knowledge of their history in general and their 
attitude towards their ex-metropolitan country 1 (Russia). 
These countries are members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) which undoubtedly entails cer- 
tain obligations, regionally and internationally, and in turn 
would be reflected on their position regionally and their 
international relations in general. 

Dr. Tealakh in his book dealt with the history of those 
nations in the critical period which put them under the 
tsarist control in the last century. This period is rather 
obscure to the regular reader so far as related information 
is not available only in languages of limited spread to the 
Eastern reader. A very unique experience in the life of 
these Asian nations began after the fall of tsarism in 1917. 
and the emergence of communism in Russia. Tsarism 
endeavoured to spread Christianity by encouraging mis- 
sionary work. The two religions have a rich tradition in 
dealing with each other, but communism came of a 
completely different nature. Communism did not accept 
any other ideology and allowed no challenge. Communism 
suppressed both religions but action against Islam was 
remarkably brutal. The destiny of these Muslim nations as 
members of the Soviet Union has been studied in sufficient 
detail in this volume. Moreover, the author at the end of 
each chapter highlights the situation in these republics on 
the eve and after the collapse of the USSR. 
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f faefatar Ambiguity: The VammuAffobr 

By Yoel Cohen 

Sinclair-Stevenson, London 1992. £10.99 

Mordechai Vanunu’s continued martyrdom in isolation in 
an Israeli prison — on the spurious grounds that he might 
Uneaten Israel’s security were he to mix with other 
prisoners — is, perhaps, only a small addition to that 
country’s shameful record of human rights abuses. 

According to Yoel Cohen, in this comprehensive and 
effective study of the “Vanunu affair. ” Mordechai Vanu- 
nu 's plight is rendered even more poignant by the fact that 
his sacrifice has served little purpose. Israel’s nuclear 
was already widely suspected and , even though 


fordechai Vanunu’s re vela Dons demonstrated that it was 
far greater than originally thought , their real effect was to 
render the knowledge of its existence an even more 
effective deterrent against Arab threats to Israel’s security. 

Although Mr. Cohen, as an Israeli citizen, bad to submit 
his book for approval by censor, be has provided an 
excellent account, not only of what Mordechai Vanunu 
actually did, but of the political and social background to 
the affair. The Vanunu family, Vanunu’s own political 
development, the incompetence of the Dimona security 
staff and the relentless determination of the Israeli author- 
ities to avenge themselves on Vanunu once the relevations 
had surfaced are all described in detail. 

No one emerges well from this account, except, perhaps, 
Mordechai Vanunu himself, for, although Mr. Cohen 
argues that his sacrifice was of little political use , his 
honesty and integrity are undeniable. The other actors fail 
to live up to such a standard, from the London Sunday 
Times, which is castigated for an almost frivolous disregard 
for Vanunu’s personal safety, to the British and Italian 
authorities who effectively turned blind eyes to Mossad 
activities on their territories while Vanunu was kidnapped 
and returned to Israel. 

Mr. Cohen also lays a few ghosts; Robert Maxwell and 
the Daily Mirror were not the channel through which the 
Israeli authorities learned of Vanunu’s intentions, for 
example. Seymour Hcrsb was misled in bis belief that this 
was so (as recounted in the Sampson Option). Vanunu was 
ill-served by his lawyers in Israel and by the Israeli legal 
system. Indeed . it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that 
the sentence be received reflected considerable official 
vindictiveness rather than a measure of the damage he had 
caused, if any , to Israeli security. Mossad , too , was quite 
prepared to appropriate the identities of living persons to 
camouflage its operatives abroad. In any case , the punish- 
ment inflicted on Mordechai Vanunu was quite out of 

proportion in view of the fact that, in any Western country, 
what he had done would have been considered to be part of 
the inevitable leakage of information associated with any 
free society. It is a pity that the Israel government cann ot 
learn that lesson and even now treat Vanunu's case with the 
consideration it deserves — Middle East International. 
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What’s in a megahertz? 


By Jean-CZawfe Elias 


Have you ever wondered how come some powerful cars 
can't go as fast as less powerful ones or accelerate like 
them? It's all in the right understanding of the word 
‘•powerful.” While the scientific definition of the term 
leaves no room for misunderstanding, its meaning in 
practical life is often distorted. 

Power , in physics , is the capability to do a given work in 
a given time. A big car could be slower than a smaller one, 
for instance, simply because it is much heavier. Its engine 
has to move the passengers and its own weight, which 
precisely requires a lot of power. What therefore defines a 
car's speed or acceleration is the ratio of its power over its 
weight. 

A Personal Computer (PC), like a car. is just another 
madiine. PC users know that the current classification of 
machines in the market is made according to increases in 
the PC’s power rating: 286, 386 and 486. This doesn 't mean 
that the 386 will always perform faster than a 286. It all 
depends on the programme (software) one is using. Let’s 
take an example: You want to run a spreadsheet program- 
me in order to enter a list of numbers and perform some 
simple calculations on them. A 286 PC with Lotus 123 
programme (regular version 2.3 for DOS), will probably 
finish the job faster than a 386 with Excel programme 
(version 4.0 for Windows). Why is that? Does it mean that 
Lotus is “ better ” than Excel? 

Hie answer is because Excel 4.0 for Windows is a very 
powerful hut large programme. It needs more processing 
power and memory just to run. It also offers plenty of 
possibilities and features that Lotus 123 version 2.3 doesn't 
have. The question is: Does one always need all these 
features? And does one have to keep buying more powerful 
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PCs just to cope with larger and hea vier programmes, even 
if their awesome power is not necessary, especially if the 
actual speed at which work used to be done on slower PCs 
but with simpler programmes, was higher? 

What has been said for spreadsheet • programmes is also 
true for word processing software. Writing a couple of lines 
to your friend might be done more easily and quickly with a 
very simple programme like WriteNow or an “editor” 
(supplied free-of-charge with your operating system) than 
with the fantastic, but huge. Microsoft Word 2.0 for 
Windows. 

The software is to your PC what the weight is to your car. 
It's an overhead you have to take into consideration. More 
critical than the choice of the computer itself is the choice 
of the programmes you would use. Getting the right ones 
— not oversized, not undersized — can drastically improve 
your efficiency. With less things to learn, it can make your 
life easier and make you love your PC more. You would 
save a tot of disk space as well. Would you get a Cadillac 
just to go to the nearby bookshop and get your newspaper? 
Well, if you just love Cadillacs... 
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BITING, BUT CLEVER DEFINITIONS 


LAUGH TIME 


BIGAMIST: A man who marries a beautiful girl and a 
good cook. 

CANDIDATE: A person who gets money horn the rich 
and votes from the poor to protect them from each other. 
.\STRONAUT: A cloud hopper. 

DEATH: — A sure cure for insomnia. 

— A fate worse than life. 

— A leap in the dark. 

— A breath-taking experience. 


Willie: “ Ma , if the baby was to swallow a tadpole, would 
it give him a voice like a frog?” „ 

Mother: “Heavens, no! It would kill him. most likely. 
Willie: “Oh no, it wouldn't, it didn’t!” 
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AMAZING FACTS 


ft About 190 different specie s of oyster are known to 
science.. 

it Dry ice does not melt in the ordinary sense of the term 
but goes directly from a solid to a vapour. 

ft It, was Aristotle who theorised that without a medium of 
propagation, man would not hear sound. 

it In 1961 the name of the city Stalingrad was changed to 
Volgograd. 

it No animal or bird bleeds well if it is killed in an excited 
or over-heated condition. • 


The third grade teacher asked her pupils to draw a 
picture of what they wanted to be when they grew up. The 
pictures came in — pictures of nurses, of space cadets, of 
firemen — but one little girl handed in a blank sheet of 
paper. 

“ Don't you know what you want to be when you grow 
up?” Asked the teacher. 

“Sure / know . ” retorted the little girl. “I want to be 
married. But I don't know how to draw it!” 
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A merchant stated in his will: “I want six of my credits for 
pall-bearers — they have carried me so long: they may as 
well finish the job!” 
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YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


QUESTIONS 


Who? Mann 

Who are you ?TWho is she? Mann anta?/Mann heya? 

What? MaTMaza 

What are they doing? Maza yaTatoon? 

What ’ s your address ? Ma bowa onwanak? 

What ’s the matter? Eih eOijara? Maza hadath ? 

Where? Ayna? 

Where is your father's shop? Ayna dokkanet wsddak? 

Where’s the telephone kiosk? 

Ayna (Fain) Koshk Al Talafone? 


When? 

When can I see you? 

Why? 

Why are you angry ? 

How? 

How are you? 

How could you come here? 
Which? 


Mata? 

Mata (Emta) asboofak? 
Umaza ? (Leish)? 
Leish entagadban? 
Haifa (KeeO? 
Keefbalak? 
■ Keefikdirt tiji hoan? 

Ayy? 

Ayysa’a tofaddil? 


AGREEMENT: Look out for some careless oversight 
which may be detrimental to your immediate plans if your 
dream concerns an agreement, but if you actually sign the 
document in your dream, then guard against a financial 
setback. 

AEROPLANE: If you pilot the aeroplane successfully, 
you may consider it an omen for unusual achievements in 
your business or in some enterprise. Aeroplanes dropping 
bombs forcecast disturbing news: flying in formation they 
portend financial gain (if the weather is good), but if die 
weather is bad you may be in for a rough business ride. If 
you fall (or bail) out of an aeroplane you may expect some 
temporary reverses. If you are travelling by plane, you will 
probably hear news from a distance or concerning someone 
who lives far away. 

ALARM: Hearing an alarm (fire, burglar, or clock) in 
your dream predicts an exciting and profitable time ahead. 


ft ft ft ft ft 


Which watch do you prefer? Ayysa’a tofaddil? 

Which road leads to Irbid? Ayy tareeq yewaddi le’lrbid? 
Which book do you want? Ayy kitab ayez? 

How many? Kam? 

How many people are there in your family? 

Kam shakhs fee eilitkom/ossritkom ? 


MY NAME, this is what it means 


ft ft ft ft ft 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


KHALID: Eternal: everlasting, immortal. 

KHATIR: idea; notion: desire ; inclination; sake. 
KHADR: A person said to be the epithet (mouthpiece) of 
Moses . 

KHAMlS: The army consisting of five contingents ; one of 
die seven days of the week. 

KHAIRI: Benevolent ; charitable. 

DAGHIR: Attacker. 


I. Are you good at spelling? 
Please tty your luck! 


ft ft ft ft ft 


Correct the mis-spelt words: 

1. SACRELIGIOUS 

2. APROPPRIATE 

3. SUPERCEDE 

4. GUAGE 

5. DISSIPATE 


PUZZLES 


6. RECOMENDA TION 
7. OCURRENCE 
8. ECSTASY 

9. DESICCATED 

10. BATALLION 


//. Say 'Yes' Or No': 

J. Is a bolero a bull-fighter? 

2. Is a pinnace a boat? 

3. Are pipkins small apples? 

4. Are mendacious people liars? 

5. Were Salamanders once believed to be able to live in 
fire? 


(1) If a man at the North Pole walks ten miles south, then 
ten miles east, and then ten miles north, how far would 
he be from his starting point? 

(2) PUT THREE LETTERS IN FRONT AND THE 
SAME THREE LETTERS IN THE SAME ORDER 
BEHIND EACH OF THE FOLLOWING GROUPS 
OF LETTERS TO FORM WORDS: 


ERTAINM 

ENTIALN 

ERGRO 

ACHA 

SH 

AU 

X 


Sea Svbtiow on page O 
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Pocket full of dreams 




By E Yaghi 


Not very long ago , middle-aged Waleed wore a suit and tie 
and walked with confidence and intelligence. He earned in 
his pocket a handful of dreams etched on a few pieces of 
paper which be would wave at passersby and shout , * Tm 
going to liberate Palestine/ Listen to me, it’s all writtten ‘ 
down here on these pages !** 

But somewhere along die way, he became psychological- 
ly unable to cope realistically and effectively with the 
ordinary challenges of bis life.' Now Waleed violates the 
social norms concerning reality and his behaviour ranges 
from irrational depression to delusions to hallucinations. 
His thoughts and speech are fractured, his behaviour 
unpredictable, incomprehensible and sometimes frighten- 
ing to others, making mutual soda I interaction difficult or 
even impossible. Most mental disorders have no known 
physical cause or definitive symptoms. 

In the past , many societies attributed mental disorder to 
supernatural influences. The victims were believed to be 
possessed by evil spirits that bad entered the body. Some, 
though not ad mental disorder is a learned form of 
behaviour, unconsciously adopted by some people as a 
means of dealing with or avoiding personal pressures that 
threaten to overwhelm them. Some people “crack” under 
stress — whether it is derived from society itself or from the 
victim’s own family. 

Such a person is Waleed. No one knows why or how he 
“ cracked ” but now his clothes are worn and dirty. He is 
unkempt and there is a wild look in bis eyes that knows 
little reason. Often in the cold of winter , be sits on the icy 
cement sidewalk with scraps of litter hoarded in heaious 
piles like some enviable treasure. On their way to school , 
children stop and glare at him and begin to chant; “Ob, 
look at the crazy man! Isn't he funny?” 

Once in a while, Waleed bothers to answer them, but 
more often than not, he dwells in his own world of illusions 
where reality is in a land and time of his past. And some 
nights, under the light of the pale blue moon which is 


suspended within the dome of Vie black for r 
w3eed trudges about gathenng old. cartons^ t V 

scattered paper and drags a train of rubbish down ] .. 
to an abandoned shade where be whistles in the s 
cold and indifferent night air as he:pdes ^ con 
into a pyre of long lost dreams. . . . 

“Ah, be can be beard saying, “tonight /* 
tire to top all tires!” ' ’ ' 

And as bis pyre bums, it throws pathes of * 
blotches of light on passing bewildered, shadows,. . , 
befuddled man lies down dose to the street ft-' 
triumphantly at bis accomplishment Following , ' 

physical and mental exhaustion ; be waits mmHg-; . 
lie in ashes and then drags himsel f off to sfeep'- 
deserted alleyway. If be is spotted , he is often st ' 
shop owners or apartment dwellers ta'woftfsffltajy ? " 
you! What are you doing here ? Goaway! Don^ 3 
home? What's the matter with you, sire you q-_ ' 
Whereupon, he heaves himself aw&y with much v 
though the illness of his mind has affected thecoma - 
his body too and drags himself off to a moresedhd t- 
to wear away his fatigue. On sonny dayshe-cah 
gathering papers in the local park and butinngt&L . 
of the cobblestone passage-ways . Small chUdr&i 
laughing at him and bis efforts and be, the caafa . 
has escaped from reality , ignores theta* betarim. ■■ 
yet another tire. Once more, the funeral pyrehVi ~ 
man who a few years ago clutched papers offibe . 
his hand and asserted: “ Listen to me^mgoing ^' 
occupied territories/” ' . L • - 

But instead of freeing his Palestine and- 1 in :• 
implementing his plan according to the papers waV, , 
hand, he now burns scraps of old Utter which syml ; 
once pocket full of dreams into fumes of hqpdesro' v '_ 
is doubtful if Waleed receives any . sort. PLps~ - 
treatment or if he is even curable; but for thepjnr ' . 
lives in a world of bis own , without sympathy^ ! 
standing, quite remote from our realm of rea/rfy- j -’ 
in a zone of illusions and delusions. "I 


Quiz 


Every Wednesday, Jordanians and foreigners residing in 
the country converge on the Intercontinental Hotel for an 
evening of entertainment. Over a drink at the hotel's bar, 
the quiz night guests compete for a first prize of a JD25 
voucher for drinks and food. 

So if you are versed in Arabic culture. Middle Eastern 
politics and world affairs r you think you stand a very good 
chance of winning the prize and boosting your well- 
rounded education. Not. 

The history of Arabia, the details of the cold war and the 
intricacies of the conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina would not 
help you much in winning the quiz night. In fact, nothing 
short of deep knowledge of American culture, names of 
American streets and yes. names of personalities’ j*ets will 
put you at the forefront of competitors. 


Check the following question that qm nigbtM~;. : 
answer, a couple of weeks ago: ■ 

“What is the name of the Clinton family car 
Now isn’t this a hit too much? 7X 


Before going to the quiz night , I figured I had a 
general knowledge that would save me the emban 
of submitting an empty answer sheet at sadrjj 
But with questions tike that, I have to admit" . , 
answer sheet was blank, partly because I d5daY*r 


name of the Clinton family ’ cat and maitdyV 
somehow I was annoyed that a quiz night in Jar ' 


more questions on the West than it does about tf 
And I wasn't embarrassed. V. ; 


Ayman AT 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


ICHi 


Thursday, Dec . 24 


1789 — Britain and Russia 
sign alliance against France. 

1800 — Plot is uncovered 
in Paris to assassinate Napo- 
leon Bonaparte. 

1942 — French administra- 
tor of North Africa . Admiral 
Jean Dari an, is assassinated 
in Algiers. 

1951 — Libya becomes in- 
dependent federation under 
King Idris I. 

1984 — Iraq cancels all 
flights to and from Lebanon 
because of what it calls “ in- 
adequate security ” at Beirut 
International Airport. 


1975 — Soviet Union sets 
off powerful underground 
nuclear explosion at testing 
site in Siberia. 

1977 — Israel's Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
meets Egypt’s President 
Anwar Sadat at Ismaitia, 
Egypt, for peace talks. 


Leon Trotsky is expelled 
from Communist Party. 

1949 — The Netherlands' 
Queen Juliana signs docu- 
ment granting Indonesia 
sovereignty after more than 
three gpnturies of Dutch rule. 


1988 — Soviet Union 
opens talks with exiled king 
of Afghanistan in Rome ab- 
out new peace plan for his 
war tom country. 

1989 — General Manuel 
Antonio Noriega takes re- 
fuge in the Vatican diploma- 
tic mission in Panama Gty 
and resistance from remain- 
ing loyalist troops collapses. 

1990 — Iraq recalls its 
ambassadors to U.S., U.N. 
and West European nations 
for urgent consultations as 
Jan. 15 deadline for with- 
drawal from Kuwait 
approaches. 

1991 — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev gives Soviet nuclear 
codes to his former rival 
Boris Yeltsin. 


1986 — Iraqi Airways jet- 
liner with 107 people aboard 
explodes and bums as it 
attempts forced landing at 
remote desert airstrip in 
Saudi Arabia, killing 62 
people. 

1989 — Deposed Com- 
munist leader Nicolae 
Ceausescu and wife Elena are 
executed in Romania. 

1990 — Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev wins 
sweeping new powers from 
Congress of People's De- 
puties despite Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze’s 
warnings that the country is 
moving toward dictatorship. 

1991 — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev formally resigns as 
president of the Soviet 
Union. 


1964 — Congo government 
charges that officers from 
Algeria and United Arab Re- 
public are leading Congolese 
rebels on Congo's northeast- 
ern border. 

1969 — Libya, Sudan and 
United Arab Republic 
announce political, economic 
and military agreement in 
Tripoli. 

1972 — Australia baits 
military aid to South Viet- 
nam, ending its involvement 
in Vietnam War. 

1975 — China releases 
Soviet helicopter that flew 
into Chinese territory. 

1976 — At least 20 people 
die in tight between two 
groups of blacks in Cape 
Town , South Africa. 


1987 — Dozens 24 
nian teens appes 
military courts in . . 
West Bank charged 
tag in West Bsm i 
Strip. 

1989 — Eati 
measuring 53 onfh.^ 
Scale kills at least; ^ ' : 
in southeastern An 


1991 — Goatish 
Franjo Todjman « 
capture all teiritOj 
Serb-led forces- id i Lv 
via’s civil war. . 


Tuesday, Dee. X 


1921 — UtatedS v 
tain , France, Italy : - 

sign Washington 
limit naval armank . /-• 
1933 — Premier j;; 
of Romania is slan,; - ' 
Guard, and Geo . ' * . 

tarescu succeeds M' 


1934 — Japah 


Saturday, Dec. 26 


Friday , Dec. 25 


1818 — Christinas carol 
Silent Night is sung for first 
time in Austrian village of 
Obemdorff. 

1897 — Italy cedes KassaJa 
to Egypt, 

1936 — Mutinous warlords 
in China release Chiang Kai 
Shek after kidnapping him 
and holding him for 12 days. 

1941 — Hong Kong surren- 
ders to Japanese in World 
War II. 

1959 t- Soviet Union 
agrees to give financial and 
technical aid to Syria. 


1941 — U.S. declares Man- 
ila an open city in the Philip- 
pines in World War II. 

1971 — Sixteen U.S. veter- 
ans of Vietnam War seize 
Statue of Liberty in New 
York Harbour to dramatise 
their anti-war stand. 

1977 — Israel's Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
and Egypt’s President Anwar 
Sadat conclude meeting at 
Ismai/ia, Egypt , without 
agreeing on Middle East 
issues. 

1989 — Forces loyal to 
Communist government be- 
gin surrendering as videotape 
aired on Romanian television 
shows bloody bodies of Presi- 
dent Nicolae Ceausescu and 
his wife. 

1991 — Algeria holds Gist 
multi-party parliamentary 
elections since its independ- 
ence from France in 1962. 


1990 — After being recal- 
led days earlier, Iraq's 
ambassadors return to their 
posts calling for “ serious and 
constructive dialogue” on the 
Gulf crisis. 

1991 — Defence ministers 
of Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States agree on com- 
mon military polity. 


Washington nava/^er 
limiting ' naval anw^ GVice 


1940 — German px?} :C 


Monday, Dec. 28 


1938 — Iraq severs rela- 
tions with France . 


1948 • — ■ Premier Nokrashy 
Pasha of Egypt is assassin- 
ated. 

1950 — Chinese forces 
cross 30th parallel in Korea. 

1968 — Israeli commandos 
raid Beirut Airport , des- 
troying 13 Arab aircraft . 


during World Waif *p. * 
greatest damage op. Xcr ^ ~ 
England, since grcl ' ' 

1666. - J|fh 

1965 — Indepeni < ; 0 z \i 
Bechuanaland is «j& = i a: > \\ 
1973 — Philippine] pir ^ 
dent Ferdinand Mai- ~ ' 

his elected term a^^r. K 
rule on basis of Y'" 

decree. : r 

1987 — Gulf Gx;Tl. 
Council calls for into f a. 
naval force 

chinnimr . aMlJIStr'A. ' 


shipping agiinstjy^^rr. 
attacks. - ••Uv'H sC 


1988 — Sudan 


1969 — Israeli crews sail 
six gunboats, built for Israel 
but withheld by French gov- 
ernment, out of Cherbourg 
harbour en route to Haifa. 


Sunday, Dec. 27 

1927 — Joseph Statin's fac- 
tion wins at Ail Union Con- 
gress in Soviet Union, and 


1 1984 — Cambodian guer- 
rillas counter attack for 
fourth straight day despite 
withering artillery tire from 
Vietnamese occupying re- 
fugees camp along Thai - 
Cambodian border. 

1986 — Excursion train lets 
off its 100 passengers in 
Tokyo, then plunges off a 
bridge, kilting six people, 
most of them in a factory 
below. 


huge price increases j v 
general protest stri 
cripple major 
nation. . 

1989 — Czcchoslfa. 
parliament elects _ ( r 
playright Vaclav. fw? 
president without oft 
1991— Johan Wj, - 

in as president SflJ _ 

after bloodless Frc nch 

on Christmas Eve oi 
mer president 

1991 — BoftS { |Aa* e 

announces that Pnss ^ 

eration will cxC ^ ■* 

Guard of 30,000 to 


men. ^ 

By TheAsso&t&^'&i'x 















By Katin Sabet 

;i|. 

y* \ CAIRO — His name is so 
I'. rf^te/y linked with the Cairo 
: C^> Fibo Festival, which he has 
haded for three years now, 

' P-lrr] [hat it is easy to forget that 
ibis 68-year-old gentleman is 
probably Egypt's greatest liv- 
ing playwright. In a career 
spanning four decades. 

' ? Sa*deddinc Wahba. better 

^ ‘ iuown as Saad Wahba, has 
}.£ worn many hats. He has been 

- n:.,*; a sfiorf sfoiy writer, a jour- 

mliSt and has edited two 
• : ~ '^Bterary magazines. He has 
■r. Sj heeo a leading trade union 
j-4 a ; j official, championing the 
rfgirfs of movie people. He 
&B even held political posts. 
Jn- the 1970s he spent five 
-i,-} years as undersecretary at 
^ Ministry of Culture. 

But if is for his stagecraft 
Saad Wahba will best be 
remembered. The author of 
foil- length and several 

- mote one-act plays , Wahba is 
one of Egypt’s most prolific 

I aid talented playwrights. His 

" ■' best known works — Afafr £/ 
jBattft (The Watermelon Vil- 
^ I&gc), El Sebensa (The 
;;v : *Gobds WagonJ, Kobri El 
Miunou® ('Mosquito Bridge.) 
am/ firs own favourite, El 
Mahrousa (The Protegee) are 
milestones in the history of 
- modem Arab theatre. But 
‘ he/ are also plays known 

and loved by the man in the 
——-^street for their finely drawn 

- characters, many of whom 

have become household 
names. 

~Jr spite of bis popularity , 
Saad Wahba has turned his 
hack on writing. For now all 
bis energies are directed to- 

- wards making a success of the 
Cairo Film Festival . a two- ■ 
week long jamboree of inter- 
national movies held each 

. Du&pber in the Egyptian 
. capital, and which occupies 
. .. : _&srf Wahba all year round. 

-Smoilaking over as director 
... a *2989, Saad Wahba has 
. • thorn himself heart and soul 
into: attracting ever better 
Smsand juries. This year’s 
-..l tetiite}, - which opened, on 


Saadeddine Wahba — policeman turned playwr. 


Nov. 30 and ran through 
Dec. 13. showed movies from 
20 different nations, opening 
with Robert Altman's The 
Player, starring Greta Scac- 
chi and Tim Robbins. The 
festival paid homage to three 
great figures from the world 
of stage and screen — Egyp- 
tian writer Yehia Hakki, sin- 
ger Leila Mourad and French 
director Jacques Deray. best 
known for his gangster movie 
Borsalino. which starred 
Alain Delon and Jean Paul 
Belmondo. 

Saad Wahba is not an easy 
man . to . S et t0 know. His 
public image is pf a surly, 
secretive person , little given 
to long discourses and with a 
loathing for exhibitionism. 
His plays do little to help his 
public understand the man 
who penned them. The char- 
acters are so varied it is hard 
to recognise their author in 
any one of them. Is he the 
chauffeur in Sekket El Sala- 
ma (The Safe Path) or the 
young policeman in El 
Sebensa (The Goods 
Wagon)? Or is he one of the 
old peasants in one of bis 
other plays, or one of the 
unforgettable female charac- 
ters, who frequently have 
more courage and brains than 
any male character? 

Hie playwright answers 
such questions with a wry 
smile, a smile which im- 
mediately belies the public 
image of a man with a scant 
sense of humour. In fact, 
Saad Wahba is full of sur- 
prises, and most of them are 
pleasant ones. Over a cup of 
tea at bis home he reveals 
something of Saad Wahba 
the man. He talks of the 
things he treasures — the 
remarkable view from bis 
balcony of the Ghizeh Pyra- 
mids, of the citadel and of the 
two forks of the Nile around 
Zamalek, memories of his 
many travels, the fact that 
great names from the movie 
world have this year agreed 
to sit on the jury of his 
festival. Saad Wahba ’s satis- 
factions are simple ones and 


his modesty is striking. He is 
far more interested in talking 
about his origins in the 
tumultuous years of pre- 
Worid War li Egypt than he 
is about the prestigious state 
honour conferred on him in 
1987 in recognition of his 
contribution to the arts. 

As a young t>by, Saad 
Wahba grew up in the Delta 
area, continually moving 
house as his father, who man- 
aged estates belonging to the 
wealthy Prince Omar Tous- 
soun. was given a new post- 
ing. Prince Omar, a cousin of 
King Fouad. was one of the 
richest members of the Egyp- 
tian royal family and treated 
his managers well. As a re- 
sult. the young Saad had a 
comfortable childhood. 

The eldest of four 
brothers, Saad was sent to 
boarding school at 
Damanhour in the southern 
Delta region, as there were 
no good schools in the area 
close to where his parents 
were living. On his forays 
into Damanhour itself, a 
town with a rich cultural life. 
Saad discovered the plea- 
sures of poetry readings, clas- 
sical Arab music and the 
theatre. 

In 1941, Saad’s father was 
transferred to Alexandria, h 
was a time when most other 
people were fleeing the city 
to escape the bombings and 
the imminent arrival of Ger- 
man troops. Here, in the 
half-empty streets, young 
Saad passed his adolescence, 
discovering the cinema 
thanks to a film called The 
Razor's Edge, and love in the 
form of a young girl be met 
each day on his way to 
school. "That film prompted 
me to learn English , so I 
could read the novel by 
Somerset Maugham on which 
it was based." he recalls. 
"And the young girl inspired 
my earliest attempts at writ- 
ing poetry. ” he adds smiling. 
Constantly under 
arrest 

But at that time the young 
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At 68, Saadeddine Wahba is throwing all his 
energy into the Cairo Film Festival, but is 
best known as one of [Egypt’s most prolific 
and talented playwrights 


Saad’s most consuming in- 
terest was politics. In those 
turbulent days of party strug- 
gle, nationalism and religious 
extremism, Egyptian stu- 
dents were among the most 
politically active members of 
society. Hardly a month went 
by without some demonstra- 
tion being organised. And 
Saad. who bad begun to ac- 
quire a reputation as an agent 
provocateur, found himself 
constantly under arrest. As 
the son of a high-ranking 
member of staff of Prince 
Omar, Saad was always re- 
leased before long. But it was 
an officer at the police station 
where the young students was 
regularly taken who finally 
suggested to his father that he 
consider enrolling his son at 
the Police Academy. 

"If he goes in the other 
direction," the police officer 
said. “ he will spend most of 


his student day's behind bars. 
It’s far better that he should 
be on the side of those who 
are doing the arresting ." 

For Saad, who had already 
planned to enrol in the jour- 
nalism department of Egypt’s 
American University . it was a 
bitter blow. But he obeyed 
his father, promising himself 
he would carry on with the 
studies of his choice as soon 
as he was free. Saad survived 
the academy — though even 
in this closed and ratified 
atmosphere he managed to 
get himself arrested for orga- 
nising a strike — and re- 
mained in the police force for 
six years, coming out in 1956 
with the rank of major. At 
one stage he was appointed 
lieutenant in charge of keep- 
ing order in the town of 
Menouf. It was an experience 
that was to mark both the 
. man and the playwright deep- 


ly. A recurrent theme in his 
work is the opposition be- 
tween the government and 
the people, portrayed in his 
plays as characters who are 
resigned to their poverty and 
to die injustice mered out to 
them. 

"It was a dirty period. " he 
says now. “It was the time of 
elections after the assassina- 
tion of (murdered Prime 
Minister) Nokrachi Pacha 
and that of (religious extrem- 
ist) Sheikh El Banna. The 
palace, which wanted to 
maintain a balance between 
the parties and above alt 
wanted to control the com- 
position and the colour of the 
future government, sent out 
to every police station in ev- 
ery village clear and precise 
instructions on who was to 
win and who was to lose the 
elections. The electoral cam- 
paign produced some bloody 
rights, and it wasn't unusual 
for people to be killed. " 

The Muslim Brotherhood, 
an Islamic fundamentalist 
movement launched by 
Sheikh A1 Banna in the 
1920s, had reared its head 
again, issuing a decree of 
popular vengeance against all 
“hat- wearers", a term used 
to denote foreigners. On 
Dec. 8, 1948, Prime Minister 
Nokrachi Pacha outlawed the 
organisation. Twenty days la- 
ter. he was assassinated. 
Muslim Brotherhood leader 
Sheikh AJ Banna was himself 
murdered less than two 
months afterwards, though 
the authors of the murder 
were never been found. 
Meanwhile, Communist cells 
formed by students, journal- 
ists. lawyers and civil servants 
began to spring up. Searches 
and arrests were the order of 
the day. Prisons and intern- 
ment camps were full to over- 
flowing. Egypt ’s troubled 
economic situation added to 
the tension. 

Saad Whaba spent these 
difficult years as an officer in 
the “ Boulok Nozam." the 
police unit charged with 
hunting out members of the 


Muslim Brotherhood and 
keeping order in the run-up 
to the elections. One morn- 
ing, while on patrol, he 
arrested 40 people by locking 
them into a schoolyard. It 
transpired that the detainees 
were activists planning an 
attack on the candidate for 
the Wafd Party. Their arrest 
by Saad Wahba turned the 
young officer into an over- 
night hero for the Wafd Par- 
ty, but it also put his life in 
danger. The Saadi party, to 
whom the activists belonged, 
wanted rei'enge and Saad 
Wahba was transferred from 
one town to another in an 
attempt to shake off his 
aggressors. 

Bur there were also lighter 
moments. A note delivered 
by a government official to 
Saad Wahba prompted Saadi 
party faithful to accuse 
Wahba of vote-rigging. A 
furour ensued, as Saadi mem- 
bers insisted that the letter 
contained instructions to 
Saad Wahba on how to mas- 
sage the electoral results. “In 
fact.” recalls Saad Wahba, 
"This famous note had been 
sent to me to remind me that 
each voting office was to be 
provided with a pencil and an 
eraser, and I was ordered to 
make sure both were placed 
inside the ballot boxes before 
sealing them up." Such epi- 
sodes richly coloured Saad 
Wanba’s vision as a dramat- 
ist. In his plays, the serious 
and even the tragic are often 
mingled with a strong comic 
streak, a factor which has 
largely contributed to the 
popularity and thd lasting 
appeal of bis work. 

As a reward from the Wafd 
Party, Saad Wahba was 
transferred to the Traffic De- 
partment in Alexandria, a 
sinecure which gave him the 
chance to achieve his long- 
held ambition of enrolling at 
university. But it was ' not 
until he had earned his de- 
gree in philosophy and social 
sciences that he resigned 
from the police force and 
took up his career as a p!av- 


I 


w right, journalist and show- 
business personality. ' 
While Saad was still at 
university, he fell in love'with 
a fellow student. But \ she 
rejected his proposal in drder 
to marry another man fwho 
had better prospects. '.The 
woman’s husband later com- 
mitted suicide, partly because 
be had felt perpetually^ tor- 
mented by the growing fame 
of his old rival. “ I saw- this 
woman 25 years later."isaid 
Saad Wahba. “She had re- 
married and had children. 
She worked with me for a 
while at the Ministry, of Cul- 
ture and became a pood 
friend both of myself and of 
my wife Samiha." 

Samiha Ayoub. one of the 
greatest actresses in the Jfbsab 
theatre, is Saad Whaba ’s 
second wife. He has < rwo 
children by his first marriage, 
the failure of which was en- 
tirely his. own fault, he fays. 
*7 was never a real husband, 
a father in the real sense of 
the word." he says. -"My 
literary ambitions and* my 
work as a journalist — at the 
time I u'as news editor tV fbe 
da i 1 y n e w s p a p e r j A I 
Goumbureia — took up all 
my time, ft should alsb be 
said that I got married on 
impulse . after a chance facet- 
ing with the girl I really fpved 
together with her fiance. 
That evening, as I accompa- 
nied a female colleague ?/o a 
taxi rank. I found niyself 
asking her to marry me j. Just 
like that, on the spur of the 
moment, without thitUring 
about it." | 

These days Saad Wafpa is 
learning the art of bemg a 
grandfather. He looks wrung 
for his 68 years, in spite of the 
fact that a bad fall means he 
has to walk with a stick. yAnd 
he shows no sign of slowing 
up. Far from taking a\well 
earned rest, the grand old 
man of Egyptian stager and 
screen is already working to 
make sure that next years 
Cairo Film Festival will be 
even better than 1992$ — 
World News Link. 








JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 



11:10 Ballet — Nutcracker Mr. Badwreich 


_k39 Tbe Golden Girls 
M Civil Wars 

, . _Jfie divorce case of a black 
toman whose husband spent 
tight years in prison, and 
. mother case of an accoun- 
ts wife who refuses to use 
•v-i legal counsel. 

ffc00 Mews In English 

. 1k2Q Feature Film 

. 7/e Story Lady 

Staling: Jessica Tandy 

■ j jrace McQueen (Jessica 
. T&idy) is a retired widow 
. vhoisn't content to just set- 

fc back and watch the grass 

■ Vow. She wants more from 
tfe. After being turned down 

... ®r a variety of volunteer jobs 
. because of her age, Grace 
Escoyers the world of public 
.vxess cable television, where 
put up their own 
BtWey, and put on their own 
' fy shows dealing with sub- 
eefs from aerobics to Zen 
voicing. Seeing a lack in 
„ “feqnafe educational prog- 
r. doming, Grace decides to 
■ ■ ’ reduce her own modest chil- 
' ■ ’ . iron's story hour. Her - 

• *fenntfr and charisma make 
•' natural on TV, and the 

"dw becomes an overnight 
{B coess. Kids rush home from . 
y ' x&ool every Wednesday to 

• *attefi "The Story Lady” turn 
Wtfnaiy words into extraor- 

■■ adventure. f 


The famous Nutcracker Bal- 
let on ice. 

Friday, Dec 25 

8:30 Wings 

A terminal Christmas 

Faye is a widow spending 
Christmas alone and her col- 
leagues try to cheer her up. 

9:10 Gabriel's Fire 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Colombo 

Coiumbo goes to college 

Saturday, Dee. 26 

8:30 America's Funniest 
Home Videos 

9dM) Perspective 

9L30 Varieties 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film 


Starring: George Wyne 

A science fiction story about 
a certain smell that turns 
domestic dogs into wild 
beasts. 

Sunday, Dee. 27 

8:30 Family Matters 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


that is too stupid to be spoken is sung 
Voltaire, French writer (1694-1 778). 


here's many a mistake made on n 796 - 

F Thcuas HaBbnrton, Canadian junst-humonst (1796- 

4*65). 


Carl overcomes all the diffi- 
culties for the sake of satis- 
fying bis mother. 

9:10 Documentary — Nation- 
al Geographic 

The monkeys that live in 
Zambia 

10:00 News In E nglish 

10:20 Law And Order 

Judy, a university student, is 
killed. The suspect Albert 

Cheny denies killing her but 
is finally convicted. 

Monday, Dee. 28 

8:30 Step By Step 
Rules of the house 
9:10 A Fine Romance 
School 

The story of Louisa and the 
mink coat with the one mil- 
lion pounds. 

10:00 News In English 

lOtitO The Dismissal 

Political Drama 


Tuesday, Dec 29 

8l 30 The Golden Girls 

The three friends and Sophia 
volunteer to take part in a 
play for children. 

9:10 Made In Heaven 

10HJ0 News hr English 

10:20 Feature FBm 

Misfits 

Starring: Clark Gable and 
Marilyn Monroe 


9:30 James Randi Investigates 

Psychic Surgery 

The programme exposes (he 
fact that there are no laws in 
the U.K. to require anyone 
to have any medical know- 
ledge or training in order to 
practice medicine. 

Stephen Turoff. who runs a 
healing business in Danbury. 
Essex, is one of the studio 
guests. He discusses aspects 
of his work with Dr. Natalie 
MacDonald of the BMA. 

Stephen Turoff an ex- 
carpenter, says that when be 
begins his "healing” process 
he goes into a trance and his 
body is taken over by the 
spirit of a long-dead German 
doctor named Khan. 

In a videotape, shown to 
the studio audience. Stephen 
Turoff, alias "Dr. Khan", 
speaks in a German accent 
and performs two operations 
without anaesthetic, antisep- 
tic or sterilisation of instru- 
ments. One operation in- 
volved inserting a pair of 
surgical scissors the full 
length of a man's nasal pas- 
sage. 

In the studio discussion 
that follows. Dr. Natalie 
MacDonald confirmed that 
everything Stephen Turoff. 
or "Dr. Khan”, had done was 
perfectly legal in Britain, as 
no medical knowledge or 
training is required in order 
to practice medicine. 

“Weirdly enough." says 
James Randi, “no one may 
practice veterinary medicine 
in Britain without being 
licensed. 

“ This man most certainly 
would not be allowed to work 
as a doctor in the USA or in 
most other countries. He 
could never invade anyone’s 
body with a scalpel or any- 
thing like that. But he can do 
so in the U.K. Does someone 
have to die before anyone 
gets angry enough to put a 
stop to this?" 

10:00 News In English 


Tansformed into compo 


Wednesday, Dec. 30 jo: 20 Taking A Stand 


is a he that enables us to realise the truth &30 Saved By The Bdl 

~ S P aBiSb “t* KOOSpoU&l 


A true story of racial in- 
timidation and the courage of 
a teenager. 


By Charles J. Gaos 

The Associated Press 
NEW YORK — Drumming 
has always come easily to 
Tony Williams. It's taken a 
lot more effort, though , for 
the jazz drummer to become 
a successful composer. 

At 46, Williams is acknow- 
ledged as perhaps the finest 
all around contemporary' jazz 
drummer — whether playing 
delicately on cymbals in a 
straight ahead tune or explo- 
sively on his oversize drum 
kit for a jazz-rock piece. 

As a composer , he has 
written almost all the tunes 
for his own quintet, as well as 
“ serious " music. One of his 
biggest thrills came on Nov. 
2. 1990. when he premiered 
his composition, "Rituals: 
Music for string quartet, 
piano, drums and cymbals , " 
a commissioned piece per- 
formed with Herbie Hancock 
and the Kronos quartet dur- 
ing the San Francisco Jazz 
Festival. 

" For me, drumming was 
always easy. It was something 
that was kind of given to me 
and it got to the point where 
it was embarrassing because I 
felt it was easy to do it." 
Williams said. 

"Composing was some- 
thing that was hard for me to 
do and hard for me to learn. 
But now I know how to get 
up in the morning, go to the 
piano with a blank piece of 
paper.. .and at the end of the 
day I’ve got a piece of paper 
full of notes. That's a real 
feeling of accomplishment, 
and the drums are still fun io 
play. ’’ 

This year, Williams 
reunited with his famous 
bandmates from the Miles 
Da\is Quintet of the mid- 
1960s — pianist Herbie Han- 
cock, saxophonist Wayne 
Shorter and bassist Ron Car- 
ter — to pay tribute to the 
legendary trumpeter who 
died last September. 

"For me. Miles Davis was 
a great American hero, an 
icon,” said Williams. “If I 
had never played with Miles 


Davis, he would still have 
been a major influence on my 
life . because of his creative 
spirit and energy and bis so- 
cial awareness." 

The. band recorded an 
album in June before 
embarking on a world tour 
that finished in November , 
including dates in Europe. 
Japan and Latin America. 

Williams previously got 
together with his Miles Davis 
bandmates more than a de- 
cade ago in the all-star acous- 
tic jazz quintet V.S.O.P. with 
Freddie Hubbard and later 
Wynton Marsalis on trumpet. 

This time, they performed 
almost exclusively the music 
they played with Miles — 
such classics as AU Blues and 
So What — as well as one 
new tune. Williams’ Elegie, 
dedicated to Davis. 

Stepping into the trumpe- 
ter’s chair is Wallace JRoney, 
who also happens to be in 
Williams ’ qruinter, which the 
drummer formed in 1986. 
The core of the group — 
JRoney. saxophonist Bill 
Pierce and pianist Mulgrew 
Miller — have been with 
Williams since the start. Bas- 
sist Ira Coleman joined in 
19S9. 

"We play what I call 
aggressive music, " said Wil- 
liams, during a conversation 
over breakfast at a New York 
hotel. “ This is not easy- 
listening jazz. It’s music that 
has and edge to it and that 
takes chances." 

These qualities are evident 
on The Story Of Neptune, 
the fifth album by Williams’ 
band for the Blue Note label. 

The three-part title suite 
begins with a brisk, catchy 
theme, shifts into a sensual 
Latin-style ballad and con- 
cludes with one of Williams’ 
typically Richter-Scale bust- 
ing drum solos. 

This is also the first of 
Williams' quintet albums to 
include jazz and pop stan- 
dards. Williams showcases 
his deft brush work on the 
steamy Poinriana, a ballad 
made popular by Ahmad 


Jamal. Freddie Hubbard’s 
frenetic Birdlike is taken at a 
blistering pace. 

The album’s highlight, 
though , is Williams’ unique 
arrangement of the Beatles 
song Blackbird, which is 
turned into a delicately 
swinging jazz tune . 

Williams might be a power- 
house drummer , but his per- 
sonal tastes are more refined. 
He ’ s partial to expensive 
cigars and Formula One auto 
racing. At stock market en- 
. tbusiast, be carries copies of 
business week and the Wall 
Street Journal in bis leather 
briefcase along with musical 
arrangements. 

The musical roots of Wil- 
liams, who now lives in Paci- 
fica, California, south of San 
Francisco, come from his pa- 
rents. 

His father, an African- 
American, was a postal work- 
er who played tenor sax- 
ophone on weekend jazz 
gigs. His mother, of Portu- 
guese descent, preferred clas- 
sical music. 

Williams was bom in Chi- 
cago on Dec. 12. 1945. but 
grew up in Boston. The first 
time be ever played the 
drums was in front of an 
audience at a gig with his 
father when he was 9. 

As a teenager, Wii/iams 
worked in the bouse rhythm 
section at a local jazz club. 
Alto saxophonist Jackie 
McLean heard him and per- 
suaded Wi7/iams’ mother to 
let the 16-year-old come live 
with his family in New York. 

Williams dropped out of 
high school, came to New 
York in 1962, and began 
working with McLean 's 
band. The following year , 
Davis invited him to join his 
new quintet . 

*7 was the drummer , the 
youngest, the shortest and I 
had left high school. Every- 
body else in the band was 
older, taller and they had all 
gone to college.” Williams 
recalled. 

"It would have been very 
easy for me to have a chip on 


my shoulder and to become a 
bitter person at a young age- 
...but I never wanted to be 
like that.” I 

During this period, Davis 
moved stylistically froni cool 
jazz and hard bop to modal 
jazz, free form explorations 
and experiments in electro- 
nics. f 

In his autobiography. 
Davis wrote : “If I was the 
inspiration and wisdom and 
link for this band. Tony was 
the fire, the creative 
spark...” i 

In 1969, Williams farmed 
bis own band. Lifetime * with 
organist Larry Young, guitar- 
ist John McLaughlin and la- 
ter bassist Jack Brucd. He 
helped launch a new style — 
jazz rock fusion — widt Life- 
time’s groundbreaking) first 
album. Emergency. i 

In 1979, Williams lef\ New 
York for the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Despite bi§ suc- 
cess, he felt he was in jp rut. 
His marriage was breaking 
up. he got into therapfy and 
decided be could be doing 
more with his musical talent. 

For the next six years , Wil- 
liams virtually dropped Out of 
the jazz scene, except for 
occasional tours or guest re- 
cord dates to pay the bigs. He 
immersed himself in a private 
course of composition study. 

In 1985, Williams re- 
emerged with the LP Foreign 
Intrigue with bassist* Ron 
Carter, vidist Bobby Hutch- 
erson, and Miller and Roney. 

Williams says he now 
wants to extend his compos- 
ing to film scores and 
.orchestra music. Last year, 
he did a brief tour with 
keyboardist Jan Hammer — 
his first foray into electric 
music in 11 years — and is 
thinking about forming a jazz 
rock band. 

But his main focus will 
remain on his quintet which 
Williams considers like a 
Family. The idea, he says, is 
to re-create the excitement of 
the great working jazz bands 
of the past that stuck 
together. 






By Bsrhara RitzerS 
MICHAEL Strauss . a 
molecular biologist at tbs 
Max Delbruck Centre for 
Molecular Medians in Buck, 
a Berlin suburb, had actually 
wanted to carry on research 
into the fundamental princi- 
ples of his area of work for 
another few years. 

Like many of his col- 
leagues, however, he has 
realised that he can no longer 
shut his eyes to an interna- 
tional medical development 
currently proceeding at a 
meteoric pace — the testing 
of gene therapy on patients. 

The transfer of genes to 
body cells for the treatment 
of human illness is being 
tested within the framework 
of clinical studies, primarily 
in the United States but also 
in other countries. 

Eighteen studies have 
already begun, a, further 
nineteen have been 
approved, and plans are in 
the making for another 
dozen. The genetic therapists 
are no longer setting their 
sights only on rafter rare 
hereditary diseases. Illnesses 
like cancer and AIDS are 
also candidates for treatment 
with the “ gene injection. ” 

German patients are not 
unaware of this fact. “ Doc- 
tors [in the clinics are 
swamped with questions a$ to 
why studies of this kind are 
not being carried out in Ger- 
many, ” says Michael Strauss. 
Up till now medics have often 
had little to offer patients 
with Qrave illnesses. “We are 
coming under increasing 
pressure. ” he says. 

Up till now German re- 
search scientists. alarmed by 
the genetic engineering de~- 
bate, [have kept away from 
the international research 
trends in a kind of preemp- 
tive obedience to critics. The 
Federal Ministry of Health 
and Research had also re- 
mained silent. 

But now the researchers are 
darir.g to come out from 
undent heir cover. • TfwJ first 
Gemttur study into gehe ther- 
apy fas been approved, and 
four more are at the planning 


stage. 

Roland Mertelsmann and 
his colleagues of Freiburg 
University' Hospital have re- 
ceived approval from the 
University's Ethical Commit- 
tee io start next year with 
gene therapy on patients with 
cancers of the colon, kidneys 
and skin (melanoma) where 
treatment has so far been' 
unsuccessful. 

Mertelsmann ’s team in- 
tends to use genetic engineer- 
ing methods to produce a 
kind of vaccine against the 
patients' tumours. These vac- 
cines are prepared individual- 
ly for each patient and are 
meant to make the immune 
system destroy cancer cells 
remaining in the body after 
an opera u'on. 

The vaccines are manufac- 
tured in the following way. 
The research scientists smug- 
gle the genetic information 
for an immune system attrac- 
tant called Interieukin-2 into 
the patients' tissue cells in a 
test tube. 

The restructured cells are 
mixed with tumour cells re- 
moved from the patient dur- 
ing the operation and after 
being specially treated (in- 
activated) are injected into 
the sick person's skin. 

Interleukin-2, which the 
skin cells continue producing 
for about three weeks, is then 
intended to lure the immune 
system killer cells patrolling 
in the body to the inactivated 
tumour cells . 

Interleukin arouses those 
defence cells which are in a 
position to “ recognise ” 
malignant tissue and stimu- 
lates them to multiply. The 
doctors hope that the im- 
mune system “ rapid deploy- 
ment forces " thus produced 
will also destroy other 
tumour cells which may still 
be lying dormant in the body. 

The research scientists 
know from experiments on 
mice that this is possible in 
principle. But whether or not 
it also succeeds with human 
beings can only be ascer- 
tained through clinical stu- 
dies. 

Michael Strauss, together 




with clinics in Munich and 
Berlin, also intends to start 
preliminary tests in January. 
If all goes according ro plan 
these should result in a study 
using patients in autumn next 
year. 

These patients suffer from 
a genetically determined high 
blood cholesterol level and 
are therefore threatened by 
arterial sclerosis, heart 
attacks and strokes even in 
their childhood and youth. 

The intention is to lower 
the cholesterol level by trans- 
ferring the genetic informa- 
tion for the so-called LDL 
receptor (which binds 
cholesterol) to liver cells. An 
experiment of this kind is 
already under way in the 
USA.' 

Other groups of German 
research scientists aim to try 
to treat haemophilia geneti- 
cally or to use 'genetic trans- 
fer to protect cancer suffer- 
ers' defence cells from the- 
damaging effect of cancer 
medicines. 

Jn these studies the princi- 
ple is always the same. The 
scientists remove body cells 
from the patients. Each of 
these cells has a gene smug- 
gled into it in a test tube, and 
tiie whole thing is then in- 
jected into the patient. 

The genes smuggled in are 
meant to cure, or at I east 
alleviate, the patient's illness. 
This form of genetic therapy 
is comparable with an organ 
transplant and has nothing to 
do with *’ embryo path ther- 
apy” whereby alien genes are 
smuggled into ovum and 
sperm cells and thus passed 
on to future generations. 

Thus the gene therapy cur- 
rently being planned scarcely 
gives rise to any more ethical 
problems than other ex- 
perimental processes of mod- 
em medicine. 

“Gene therapy is simply 
another way of treating 
illnesses and therefore has to 
be just as critically examined 
and evaluated as any other 
new process in fcedieme/' 
said * Heidelberg human 
geneticist Friedrich Vogal at - 
a specialist conference held at 


Boeh ringer of Ingelheim s 
Foundation in Titisee in 
November. 

The preliminary results of 
the first U.S. gene therapy 
study were presented to this 
international symposium. 
The difficulties which gene 
therapists have to overcome 
in order to develop the new 
method into a standard 
medical process also became 
apparent. They are still far 
from reaching this goal. 

Already at the time of the 
first experiment in January 
1990 the technical problems 
of gene therapy were the 
subject of violent con- 
troversy. Researchers into 
basics, who by definition are 
more interested in principles. 
warned first to conduct furth- 
er experiments to guarantee 
that gene transfer is effective 
and reliable. 

Meantime the clinicians, 
confronted daily with pa- 
tients' suffering, considered 
the process to be sufficiently 
well developed for them to 
risk clinical studies . Admit- 
tedly. this quarrel has be- 
come significantly quieter. 
But even in Tit/see the gulf 
between the two camps was 
far from being breached. 

For the technical problems 
are stiff almost exactly the 
same as they were in 1990. 

For example, even if it is 
possible to smuggle an alien 
gene into body cells in a test 
tube and this remains active, 
some types of cell switch the 
alien genetic factor off again 
once they have been im- 
planted in the body. 

This behaviour is typical, 
for example'of tissue or mus- 
cle cells, which would nor- 
mally be considered For gene 
transfer. Thus the basic prin- 
ciple researchers are current- 
ly trying to find our why and 
how the body switches off the 
alien gene, precisely in order 
to be able to stop it hap- 
pening. 

There are still major prob- 
lems too with the types of cell 
suited to gene therapy. Up 
till now cells have frequently 
been genetically engineered 
which die off after a few 




TTS THE SEASON 
By Thomas W. Schier 
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ACROSS 




L Si 1 

1 Desert 

45 Color lone 

75 Computer 

102 rich and 

y 

transponaiwn 

45 Vandalize 

oulpul 

shame poor" 

r fi i 

6 A tew Of m.jny 

48 Arrwrfcarr 

75 Large terrurr , 

(Fbaedrus) 

l 1 

wfl 

10 Audibly 

Grairm" actress 

77 More competent 

104 Some accounts 

v ti ; 

15 California town 

50 Wheat a whiskers 

79 'The Summer 

106 Sid and Irving 

* n 

19 Row Io go n 

51 Sunday iafc: abbr. 

Came" writer 

100 Strikebreaker 

B 

20 Of grandparents 

53 Greek tenor 

82 A Turner 

109 Skating places 

21 Antler wearvr 

54 — t>en 

B3 Hope long Cassidy 

111 Turn to slush 

i 

22 "September — 

55 Wd book 

portrayer 

112 Arthur ol TV 


23 Beatles' dmm/ner 

56 Unknown 

04 — Misbehavm" 

113 Concerning 

v 

25 "My Lite in 

passerby 

85 Negative prefix 

115 Adobe, eg. 

h 

Court auibor 

59 Orson Welles 

66 Gold. loCOflu 

117 "Than Be the 

u 

26 Downes 

Cass*: 

00 — Domini 

Day" singer 

3* 

27 Dart.'-g 

63 Gner ol 'oottMIl 

09 ''Invasion ol the 

120 Dupe 

tL 

2B. Diamond or 

64 Poisdam. Nf 

Body Snatchers 

121 Atelier Hem 


Sedate 

coftego 

actress 

122 Seagirt land 


31 £\alUBTa 
33'fjusning vvfemtv 
Mowlam' vows 

KTextite penom 
39 l CokinmKii Barren 
4Q Category 
43 Bridge ol 3 kind 

QOWN 

1 House addition 

2 Qne who j»ei 
ftroperty 

3 Helena s sJ.ve 
♦Sen subt 

5 S* 0 rra — 

6 Caustically tunny 

7 ftumqiHfs shape 
1 Disfigure 

9 Former Pirate. 
Sace 

ip Suffering tram 
■ memory 
11 C'Jrli Kent's 
girl 

I2P«P 
i3E*ootw 
14 prtweP 


15 [eaws our 

16 Pi Mo actor 

17 Pitcher 5 asset 

18 [#!.«• ttaUloia 


65 Crew members 
87 Una-Junerareri 
SB "Most. Noel 
sngijr 
69 AcctE 
71 Slone Age 
dwellers 

?j Hetxe« meanjie 


Congresspersm s 
orue 

30 Quail troop 
32 Colonist 

34 Pun news 
agency 

35 Desi rtf TV 

35 Thick soup 

37 Li'tuuj measure 

36 Easily annoyed 
4 1 Dina ai Ivjme 
43 Wedding locates 

41 Kt«« sects 

4 7 A licence pest 

49 Rig tin ul 

50 Fate reverence 
5C SUir part 

50 1200 

57 Cfrttpn — ■ r.ng 

58 1 Poor. Poor 
CptMtho" naxebsi 

50 Craggy run 
81 Type's! slock 


93 Tropical plant 
97 Happy-Tw 

connective 
95 Musk 
cftrection 
99 Inspired with 
veneration 
101 Greet* lertera 


62 Krajy - 

63 Boisterous 
merrymaking 

65 1 When -n — 

an . 

fit Acvoss Thomas 

69 Money crowd 

70 Hoi time m "See 

71 Fr bus co. 

72 Guido's not? 

73 Court divider 
75 Pool pi yore 
70 Spi.'o — 

77 ' Nrn vritfi ~ bui 
a r.Turoper 

78 Humorous error 

79 Iranian monetary 
units 

BO Acliass J4San 
81 '— s Stranger 1 

64 Improviser 
67 Possessive 
WSegm fold 


123 Like an otd 
woman 

124 First name ot 
1000 

125 Dsfte or Paewee 

126 "Address io ihe 
Unco — " (Bums) 

127 Polite answer 


91 NYC word 
52 FeB back 

54 While wire 

55 Italian composer 
96 Worker w/ffi 

metals 
98 Owe city 
100 "Cagney and 
Lacey star 
1P3 Verdun school 
105 — as We 
107 Alien or 
Frame 

109 Emerge 

110 CMls Ihe 
bubofy 

lit 1551 

113 Fore and — 

114 — sauce 

1 16 Actress — Dawn 
Chong 

116 A5 3 rule, abtjr 
1 19 y«rto — 
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Uni Week's Cryptograms 

1. Wasn't that buff animal who wrecked my digs lodav the rale playful 
puppy of only a week or so ago? 

2. Zany baby Inboon pleased many employees at local zoo with his wild 
an lire. 

3. Being up the creek without a paddle beats being there soaked, with a 
paddle and do canoe. 

4. Plainly, fresh peanuts are gond-ustine and good for you. and Hint's it in a 
nutshell. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. EGliDY HA QCNC. RPHAP X G E G EGRUYDY 
C HI' Q L RSRHFREFD CIUHPNL L U R H A 
PGHAP LG C.VHC, R QLRLD SD'f ADSDCJ 


Qiagramless 19 x is. By ckur mmiiz 


QDDA. 


— By Rita Salvato 


' ACROSS 
1 Obese 

4 Waning strch 

5 Narrow beds 
9 Backslide 

14 Well-mannered 
IB Maybary 

- character 
17 Nebraskan city 
IB'— perfect 
. umon" 
ip Ha picked 


S epuer* 
laying cart 
22 Nwaba Denod 


DOWN 
t Mora 1 us l 

2 A.M. word 

3 Boil gadget 

4 Copy 

5 Dean with 
problems 

6 Drama S« to 
hurtic 

7 &gantic person 

8 Understand 

9 Cuts oil 

10 Starounicd Cv 

11 Daddy 

12 '.Thjr — ciov.-s ' 


23 Qovt org. . 

24 Li4u 

25 People from 
Odense 

27 Singing pair 

28 Engrave 
31 Attack 

35 Play hx nme 
39 Practtcos 

42 Smart person 

43 — avail 

44 Spanish 

Inend 

45 Cheerful song 


13 Co i unit 

14 Succeed 

15 In a menacing 
ivay 

20 Corrode 

26 Seal elec? ilsh 

27 — ptattres. IL 

29 Lay out a pun 

30 Horse harness 
plow 

31 Gem 

32 Two ci a k>nd 

33 Look at. In a v:.iy 
3J Biinrjs home 


46 Liberal — (some 
school subyects) 

47 Salem's state 

48 Spiral motions 
43 Resume 

ope ration 
51 Gamtrfmq town 
63 Explosive 
tetters 

54 Booh of maps 
50 Having footwear 
50 Travel without 
purpose 

63 Oovtous angar 


35 Play the lead 

36 Hipped 

37 Insects 
33 Failed Io 

communicate 

40 — - Ben 

41 Frankenstein's 
helper 

47 Table scrap • 

48 Obtained 

50 “Tha Prinefl — 
Pauper" 

52 Repurario.i 
55 Cluntrrg vine 


64 Sulk 

G5 Engagement lor 
two couples 

68 Dog 

69 Wav o! speaking 

70 Oklahoma 
town 

71 Calm down 

72 Hackman and 
Kelly 

73 Fish 

74 WaB Thai 
Ends Wen' 

75 — and den ts 


56 long, time 
is 

57 Btratood 

58 Winds 

59 DensrtMj sounds 

60 Undo 

61 WkkJ instrument 

62 Chanty 

65 Excavate 

66 Poem 

67 Society girl 

68 Game of 
enukkers 

71 Melancholy 
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"HTKC Y T P B P T Y I’KT II." —By Ed Huddlmon 

4. YKK EVMODEDUKI CYl’KVMC HAVE A D 11’ M 

II A V O C. — By Frank N. Sit-in 
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weeks — as for example., 
white blood corpuscles. 

Thus gene therapy using 
cells of this type has to be 
repeated. Consquently, re- 
searchers are looking for 
potentially immortal root 
cells or precursor cells from 
which all blood corpuscles 
stem, as only these groups 
can continue passing on an 
alien gene to all daughter 
cells in the long term. 

There are still no proven 
strategies for locating these 
extremely rare root cells with 
precision. Furthermore . no 
scientist can say exactly how 
many converted body cells 
are necessary to make the t 
treatment effective. For this, 
clinical studies are needed. 

They have also yet to dis- 
cover the optimal way 
amongst the various methods 
of smuggling genes into the 
cells — if indeed there is 
one. Up till now in gene 
therapy studies research sci- 
entists have used specially 
mutilated retroviruses, which 
are therefore no longer cap- 
able of multiplying. (The 
virus which causes AIDS is 
one of these). 

Only these viruses can 
firmly anchor an alien gene in 
the genetic make-up of a cell. 
But unfortunately this is only 
possible if the genetically re- 
programmed cells are cap- 
able of dividing. This con- 
siderably restricts the spec- 
trum of celb which can be 
treated. 

Furthermore one cannot 
exclude the possibility that 
during the course of these 
installation processes the re- 
troviruses switch off. destroy 
or activate other genes in the 
cells, giving rise to cancer or 
other deficiencies. Not least, 
the ten per cent success rate 
of this transfer method is still 
very low. 

Thus many laboratories are 
conducting test tube experi- 
ments to make the retrovir- 
uses safer and more effecive. 
The scientists are also trying 
to use other viruses like r the 
adeno and herpes viruses as"- 
"gene ferries.” 

In contrast with the retro- 
viruses. these viruses can also 
infect cells which do not di- 
vide. So, for example. Ron 
Crystal ' of the National 
Health Institutes of the 
U.S. A is banking on adeno- 
viruses to treat mucoviscido- 
sis. the most common here- 
ditary disease. 

Crystal intends to commis- 
sion relevant studies this year. 
Tests with adenoviruses 
could also be advantageous in 
immunotherapy against can- 
cer. Other gene transfer 
strategies are also being 
tested. 

Priscilla Further of the 
Max Planck Institute for 
Biophysical Chemistry in 
Gottingen fires genes 
through the skin directly into 
tissue and cells with a kind of 
“ injector pistol. ’* 

In his gene therapy studies 
using patients Roland Mer- 
telsmann is hanking on a 
process called “electropora- 
tion” whereby electrical dis- 
charges are used to render 
cell membranes permeable so 
that they can be penetrated by 
DNA fragments. ' 

David Carbone of Dallas 
University. Texas, who is 
preparing a gene therapy 
study of lung cancer, prefers 
to bet on the “golden shot " 
whereby minute gold projec- 
tiles. coated in DNA. are 
catapulted into the cells using 
a so-called particle cannon. 

It is still too early to assess 
what significance gene ther- 
apy will have for medicine. 
Research scientists will still 
have to shed a lot of blood 
and tears to make the new 
method as safe and effective 
as possible. 

In order to do so. it will be 
essential to carry out clinical 
studies as well as laboratory 
experiments. Michael Dean 
of the Oincer Research Cen- 
tre in Frederick, U.S. A., sees 
the conflict between resear- 
chers into basic principles 
and therapists in the follow- 
ing terms. 

Many want first to clarify 
in detail how a form of ther- 
apy works and why. That is 
one possibility. But for the 
time being a pragmatic way 
might be better. Dean called 
it the Ross Perot approach 
after the Texas presidential 
candidate. “If there is no 
other therapy., why don't we 
give It a try?” — Die Zeit. 


AIDS fight, 



By Jacqueline Frank 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — AIDS 
experts face 1993 with the 
dread that the deadly disease 
may be spreading out of con- 
trol. . 

They will plead for lead- 
ership and money from de- 
veloped countries to fight an 
epidemic that is increasingly 
a Third World problem. 

After the virus emerged in 
the early 1980s , it encoun- 
tered scant resistance in Afri- 
ca, the United States, Europe 
and Latin America and is 
now spreading through Asia. 
Infection has been reported 
in virtually ail countries and 
actual AIDS cases in 164 of 
them. 

Fourteen possible vaccines 
are being tested but no cure is 
in sight. 

Dr. Michael Merson, chief 
of the AIDS programme at 
the Work! Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) says the best 
hope for slowing the spread 
of the vims is to teach people 
how it is transmitted and how 
to protect themselves, 

“The clock is ticking and 
we are running out of time 
when we can make an im- 
pact, especially in Aria, ” he 
said in a telephone interview. 

With no vaccine in right, 
curbing the disease through 
education appears to be the 
only way to reduce an esti- 
mated 40 to 110 million infec- 
tions forecast for the year 
2000, but to do that develop- 


ing countries need money t 
Dr. Merson said. 

“Xbe next two to three 
years are critical, ” be added- 

Dr. Merson hopes to de- 
monstrate. to governments 
that AIDS prevention can 
save lives and money , there- 
by securing a new inflow of 
international funds to tight 
the disease. 

“The more we can show 
that investing now will save 
many infections and deaths 
later on, the more likely 
chance we will have of raising 
the resources that are ■ 
needed Dr. Merson said. 

Of the 2-5 million people 
killed by AIDS by the begin- 
ning of 1993 , three-quarters 
were in Africa. Sub-Saharan 
Africa accounted for two out 
of three, of the 13 nuBion 
people worldwide infected 
with HIV , the virus which 
causes AIDS. 

At a conference in Came- 
roon in 1992, experts bom 
Africa said they were seeing 
progress in curbing the 
spread of the disease as peo- 
ple learned to use condoms to 
prevent heterosexual trans- 
mission and by better testing 
of blood products. 

Doctors believe Aria is at 
the stage Africa was 10 
years ago and risks similar 
damage as AIDS overwhelms 
health care systems , ruins 
family relationships, orphans 
children and devastates eco- 
nomies . 

The WHO and other 
bodies fighting AIDS hope 


education campaignsc, 
vent India,- China and 
East Asia frinn foBowif 
same path, bur ;jjrf 
there is riszng mptijy 

The group- qf. 
known as th&Gbh ak 
Policy Coalition featf 
tries ana growmg 'we&: 

. complacent ' v;F 

In its annual reppf' 
coalition noted inch 1 
countries' funding .fo 
AIDS in therdevel 
world had^bccn about 
million a year smce iyt . 
did not increhse ihj 
when North Amerfc^ - 
eight times moriron -p 
don than the enrire cki: - 
mg world, and En^- 
times more., -y - • 

In the •’ United State 
virus has infectedoae ii 
people since 1981, 
250,000 have develop^' 
bhwn AIDS. Hajf of- 
have died. : y'y^,.;y 7’ 

But ih America pm - 
of living frith ;tfie 
good, since ‘ treating 
the drug AZT jxxist j 


drugs can tight ■ infer- 
which prey on At¥X - 
tients- After thitir.tiii- 
agnosis with the AIDip 
patients, in tiie -infa r 
world live 10 to 

In the developing 
where expensive drug y~ 
ra re , tu berculosi& 
pneumonia kdlAIDi 
tien*s within a year or h 
diagnosis. 




Uncovering the hidden cost of AJDS> 

Bv Martin Foreman cannot be accurately pre - ence. .. . 

v »■ i m. *_ v _ A nn/iAfi ifminA mn.i 


LONDON: For 12 years 
AIDS has brought tragedy to 
individuals and families all 
over -the world. Now clear 
evidence is emerging that th c 
epidemic also threatens the 
economic well-being of com- 
munities and nations across 
the developing world. 

The threat is twofold, as is 
made clear in a new book by 
the Panos Institute, pub- 
lished to coincide with World 
AIDS Day Dec. 1.: 

— Firstly, the number of 
people in the developing 
world who have contracted 
HTV. the virus which leads to 
AIDS, continues to rise 
rapidly. 

— Secondly , in every coun- 
try the majority of those in- 
fected are in their 20s, 30s 
and 40s — adults who form 
the economic backbone of a 
country. 

The world Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) estimates 
that 12 million people had 
contracted the virus by 1992. 
over half of them in Africa. 
By the end of the century, 
however, it predicts that 40 
million people will be in- 
fected, 20 million of them in 
Aria. This figure is seen as a 
gross underestimate bv the 
U.S. -based Global AIDS 
Coalition, which suggests 
that 100 million people will 
have contracted HIV by the 
year 2000. 

- Whichever figure is cor- 
rect, the economic implica- 
tions for individual countries 
are worrying. It is' not only 
health budgets that will be 
strained by HIV/AIDS: the 
resulting illness and death 
also means lost labour , pro- 
ductivity and profits. 

In Zaire, for example, the 
costs of labour lost to HIV/ 
AIDS have been calculated 
as already amounting to 2 per 
cent of the country's gross 
national product. 

Such costs are not inevit- 
able if prevention campaigns 
to reduce the spread of the 
virus take effect. A Thai 
study estimated that if annual 
expenditure of $300 million 
encouraged people to reduce 
the number of sexual part- 
ners and increase use of con- 
doms. up to $5.1 billion in 
medical and lost labour costs 
could be saved. 

In the Caribbean, one 
study calculated that money 
spent preventing new infec- 
tions through education and 
increased condom use would 
lead to savings worth up to 
7.5 times the cost of treating 
those who fell ill. 

The effectiveness of pre- 
vention campaigns and the 
actual costs of the epidemic 


cannot be accurately pre- 
dicted. This is partly because 
the speed with which the 
disease spreads depends on a 
number of social and econo- 
mic factors in each country, 
such as the extent of poverty 
and the srafus. _ of , tvpmeR- 
hidividuai . . and, jiatipn&ji 
poverty increases vulnerabil- 
ity to the disease in many 
ways. Poverty restricts educa- 
tion and literacy , which re- 
duces individuals' ability to 
protect themselves from dis- 
ease. 

Poverty also hampers the 
establishment of clinics for 
sexually transmitted literacy, 
(STDs), and untreated STDs 
are a major factor in the 
spread of HIV in India and 
many countries in Africa. 

Poverty often leads to 
migration and the social dis- 
ruption that can result in 
casual sexual encounters — 
as in the case of mineworkers 
in southern Africa and Nepali 
women working in the 
brothels of India. Women are 
the poorest of the poor , 
placed at a greater risk be- 
cause their economic depend- 
ence on men leaves them 
little opportunity to dictate 
the terms of their sexual rela- 
tionships or use of condoms. 

The risk intensifies in 
urban areas, such as those of 
East Africa and India, where 
the ratio of men to women’ is 
high: because men have few- 
er potential sexual partners, 
individual women are at high- 
er risk of infection — and 
therefore at higher risk of 
infecting their partners. 

In the worst affected coun- 
tries. where 25 per cent or 30 
per cent of the urban popula- 
tion have contracted HIV, 
fewer people will survive to 
their 40s and 50s. For indus- 
try. this represents the loss of 
valuable skills and experi- 


ence. .. ... 

A nation whidj aun. 
its citizens onlyFHrr - 
opportunities ibr seebf — 
and university edbGStiD - 
less human capitsi to rc 
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Jfpe 'Social optica . 

. likely Ja be . equally sen ~. " 
the burden of depended 
dren and the .eMeriy - 
crearingly falls on ym 
adults. 

In the 1980s, the n - . 
worst affected by HIM?/ ' 
was central and easts fit * 1 
ca, where initiaUy thcU 
predominantly affected : ' 
better educated and itds 
ly wealthy, causing tiieJc. . 
scarce skills and e^nerx’ 

In the 1990s the"- frit . . 
shifting to Asia, where. 
disease is more cojata. ^ 
among the uneducatedy v. 
unskilled. That foe 
together with higher lete'“ > 
training and education, !! ' 
countries such as~hxSk> - 
Thailand more resifient ti 
indirect economic ~ - 

the disease. Because 
larger populations, bowt. :. ' 
the impact may be asgra 
has been seen - in 
Africa. y. SZ- 

It may be that the .»'ts ’■ 
predictions of the impact r.- 
the epidemic will not be f '-L* • ■ 
ised: awareness of the d r 
has mobilised commui, 
based organisations^# 
the globe. 
committed backii 
emments , their 
likely to have bavz 'qjm 
effect. Few govemmeS 
however, are willing 3 
address directfy the 
and economic iaeqrah 
that lead to the spread 
HIV/AIDS. And until t 
do so. the outlook fora 
lions at risk looks bh 
Panos. ' , 


SOLUTIONS 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

(I) SPELLING 

1. SACRILEGIOUS 6. RECOMMEND. A© 

2. APPROPRIATE 7. OCCURRENCE 

3. SUPERSEDE 8 . CORRECT 

4. GAUGE 9 . CORRECT. 

5. CORRECT 10. BATTALION 


(II) l. No. Though he may wear_one ( short jacket) 
dance one (bull permitting) 

2. Yes. Usually a ship’s boat. 

3. No. Small earthenware pots or pans. 

4. If i said “no”. I'd be one ! 

5. Yes . 

PUZZLES •^v'2 

1. He would be right back where he started, y' 

2. 'ENTERTAINMENT 
ESSENTIALNESS 

bleachablb 

OUTSHOVT 

BEDAUBED : - 

Manxman ■ • 
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Deportation issues 


Eagleburger and 
r! flJsi Tdeviston 

■‘t ^’ .' j/O days ago, Jordan tele- 
owed Mr - EagJebur- 
n an American TV inter- 
. speaking very clearly 

r ''\ *e Israeli act of de- 

r: -P- .aiioa- He said Israel 
retnrn the deportees. 
it: j‘ ’ ; wgithe base part that we 
t .. . qq. Jordan Television. 

a few moments ear- 
juacB television showed a 
-Af raft Of the interview. It 

- 2~ : ■':> jboiw 1 OT Jor ‘ 

' r -TV-- namely Mr. Eagle- 

: ‘- r - Statement against the 

” ■ jjfgrf of deportation, but it 
stated Mr. Eagleburger 
flat be understands the 
■;*: : ':V-2 n ma of the Israelis as they 

- - flfoBng with a bunch of 

' -darers (referring to 

~/>Tias); 

-■■-c « point I wish to comment 

r . s aot Mr. Eagleburger’s 
• . ' "ler jemarks about Hamas, 

' rather. Jordan Television's 
tffj. decision not to in- 
7 remark. I simply do 

-••■7 : ..andeistand the purpose. 

- - [ever that purpose is, does 
7 an- TV think that people 

!..■ natch their programme? 
-ttbeir officials they real- 
- hat because of such silly 
■mL Jordan TV can lose 
. • i of its credibility? We are 
Ilsympathy with what are 

- ably die emotions of JTV 

- sed bf Mr. Eagleburger’s 


remarks about Hamas, but we 
need not be fed with Jordan 
TV's emotions in a news prog- 
ramme. We want the news and 
nothing but the news. Let 
viewers make their own judg- 
ments and their own inter- 
pretations. If Jordan Televi- 
sion wants to make its own 
interpretations, they have the 
fuH chance to do it in one of 
their several talk programmes 
but certainly not in the news. 
II- Mr. Eagleburger’s sinis- 
ter remarks 

It is amazing that Mr. Eagle- 
burger did not deal, with the 
issue of deportation in a more 
forceful manner. What the 
Israelis have done is wrong and 
that is what he should have 
said. It is true that he did not 
condone the deportation, but 
by slandering Hamas, and by 
expressing sympathy with 
Israel's “dilemma," Mr. Eagle- 
burger has almost given a 
rationale for Israel's illegal ac- 
tions. 

Actually one is amazed that 
Mr. Eagleburger understands 
the dilemma of the Israelis but 
does not understand the dilem- 
ma of the Palestinians whose 
lives have been shattered by 
Israel's life-long criminal ac- 
tions. One is not only talking 
here about the usurping of 
land, but more so about the 
destruction of Palestinian 
nationhood. 

Would Mr. Eagleburger now 


By Hanna Nasir 

dare express the same sinister 
remark against the Israelis? I 
doubt that he is capable of 
doing that. But what is more 
important now is to test his 
credibility related to the latest 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion (No. 799) requesting 
Israel- to return ai! the 418 
deportees. Would he — as the 
U.S. secretary of state — simp- 
ly express disappointment with 
Israel if Israel did not allow the 
deportees to return, or will he 
stand up to the challenge and 
force Israel (as he could un- 
doubtedly do) to comply with 
the Security Council decision 
so that all the deported Palesti- 
nians would return to their 
homes and families? If he can 
do that, and can pave the way 
to enforce other U.N. Security 
Council resolutions related to 
the Palestinian question that 
the U.S. has voted for over a 
number of years, then one can 
assure Mr. Eagleburger that 
not only would violence sub- 
side in the area, but peace 
would prevail. But if Mr. Eag- 
leburger cannot assure the 
Palestinians that Security 
Council resolutions can be im- 
plemented, then I suggest that 
his sinister remarks are as void 
and biased as his foreign policy 
is. 

HI- Deportation and the 
democracy of Israel 

Deportation is an illegal ac- 


tion. It is contrary to Article 49 
of the Geneva conventions that 
protect civilians under occupa- 
tion. The illegality of deporta- 
tion cannot be legalised by 

court orders or a unanimous 
governmental decision. No 
matter what Israel does to en- 
gulf the deportation order by 
legal terms, it remains an illeg- 
al action. 

It is illegal even if the de- 
portation occurs to areas with- 
in the jurisdiction of Israel 
itself. But it will be doubly 
illegal if the deportation occurs 
in areas outside the jurisdiction 
of Israel. By deporting the 
Palestinians to Lebanon, Israel 
has not only tampered with the 
legal rights of the deportees 
but has also violated the 
sovereignty of Lebanon. 

The only legal course of ac- 
tion that Israel could take is to 
try people. If individuals are 
found guilty — even by Israeli 
standards — then the interna- 
tionally legal course of action is 
imprisonment but not deporta- 
tion. In the present case of 
deportation — as in all other 
previous cases — the deportees 
were not even brought to a 
trial. But it should still be 
emphasised that even if the 
deportees were brought to a 
trial, the deportation remains 
illegal. 

Israel has tried to capitalise 


on its illegal action by high- 
lighting the “democracy" of 
Israel. It maintains that the 
decision of the government 
was unanimous and the high 
court did not challenge it. 
Hence, the decision of de- 
portation was taken in a fully 
democratic process. As such, 
the world is supposed to under- 
stand and rationalise with the 
“legality" of the action. 

The problem with Israel’s 
“democracy" is that it is re- 
lated only to the procedures 
but not the judgment. The 
judgment is based on internal 
laws rather than international 
laws. If the actions taken by 
Israel are contrary to interna- 
tional laws (as is the case of 
deportations and expropriation 
of land. etc.), then the term 
democracy as applied to Israel 
becomes a travesty. In other 

words, one should qualify 
democracies with the terms 
“bad" or "good" depending 
not only on the procedures but 
the standards of decisions. By 
its consistent illegal ' actions', 
taken democratically against 
the Palestinians. Israel has be- 
come an excellent example of a 
bad democracy. 

Hanna Nasir is the deported 
president of Beir Zeit Uni- 
versity in the occupied West 
Bank. 


Christmas, once holiday for all 
faiths, is another casualty of war 


JNefl MacFarquhar 

fc Associated Press 


J£ VO r Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
JCfflatAjanovic, a 9-year- 
aslffl-boy whose father was 
•Jipjfte war, waited quietly 
d^with Santa, played by 
atinfsokfier on furlough. 

present waiting for 
^ amefcage of vitamin- 
irhSotits and powdered 
- i#tf from humanitarian 


ran&f said he had a spe- 
jnestfor Santa to stop the 

jj? end the war, maybe 

they shoot?’ he said. 

• -stdiastime in Sarajevo, 
. festive affair for all faiths, 
jal this year. There’s no 
ify.fpT lights, no heat for 

cathedral and little food 
" twines. 

* Sarajevans who try to put 
nlnay dinner, the menu 
L meager. A traditional 

■ adding pig is beyond fan- 

‘ that has not slopped 30 
3 Diana Krajina from in- 
on some semblance of a 
' ras feast. 

ba, a Catholic, began set- 
tie food from aid packages 
’ i November, and she plans 
Je her Muslim neighbours 
»Bday meal. 

P- serve soup with macar- 
nted fish, potato salad and 
' t a Christmas bread if 
» enough flour. Desert will 
ttxookies,” little balls of 
- tiipped in sugar. 


Krajina also found a few stray 
pine doughs for decoration. But 
fuel for heating is so scarce that 
virtually all branches have been 
burned instead of used for adorn- 
ment. 

Gift-giving also is difficult in a 
dry of burned out shops that once 
overflowed with holiday wares at 
Christmastime. 

The merchants have sold what- 
- isver leftover stock they could 
■ salvage to a few sidewalk ven- 
dors. They now display strings of 
tinsel, costing the equivalent of 
S5 apiece. 

Dragana Sudzuka skipped the 
tinsel, but spent SIS on a plastic 
dart gun for her 2-year-old son. 
“It's a morbid and disgusting 
present, but my son is crazy about 
guns," she said. 

As a Serb, she won't be celeb- 
rating Christmas on Dec. 25. 
Under the calendar followed by 
the Serbian Orthodox church, the 
observance foils on Jan. 7. 

Sudzuka plans a party. “It's a 
means of resistance,” she said. 

In Sarajevo, mixed marriages 
and friendships among Catholics, 
Orthodox Serbs and Muslims had 
traditionally given their respec- 
tive holidays a cosmopolitan fla- 
vour, with everyone joining in 
celebrations. 

But Monsignor Vinko Puljic, 
archbishop for Sarajevo's 30.000 
Catholics — mostly ethnic Croa- 
tian — says this year, he expects 
fewer non-Catholics at Christmas 
mass. 

“The non-Catholics used to 
outnumber the Catholics, but I 
don’t expect them to come this 
year," he said. “No one wants to 



do anything that might provoke 
his own people." 

The season's first mass com- 
memorated the nearly 10-OtXf 


people killed or missing in 
Sarajevo since the 9-month-old 
Serb siege began. Tears flowed 
freely. 


War damage to Puljic’s cathed- 
ral includes a neat square knock- 
ed out of a soaring stained-glass 
window. 


Political parties in Jordan 
prospects for the future 


A PARTLY nuv exist primarily 
an electoral machine for gaining 
power, with no coherent philoso- 
phy: or it may have deep ideolo- 
gical beliefs: or it may he defined 
as a group which agrees upon a 
principle bi which the national 
interest might be served or as a 
group publicly organised with the 
intention of gaining political pow- 
er in government in order to 
realise certain aims. 

Parties usually develop when 
i the mass of the people have an 
opportunity to plav an acme role 
in political activities. Political 
panics in Jordan have been active 
for some time and the process of 
legalisation of these par:ie> is 
taking place at present. So far a 
number of parties have been 
legalised . some were not and 
many others are still to applv . But 
can political parties in Jordan live 
up to the expectations of the 
Jordanian people? 

Before trying to answer this 
question we have first to identify 
the functions of political panics 
in general. 

A primary function of political 
parties is the organisation of the 
electorate. Panies should be able 
to bring together, behind a com- 
mon programme, people who as 
individuals would be too dispara- 
te in capacity and ideas to affect 
the trend of events. 

Second, political panies should 
set their goals according to the 
existing conditions. 

Third, panies can perform a 
useful role in clarifying issues and 
providing information on candi- 
dates and current events. 

Fourth, parties provide the 
machinery for the selection of 
personnel for government. They 
select candidates for the legisla- 
ture and as potential leaders of 
the state. They make the task of 
the voter easier bv narrowing 


FUAD SUPERMARKET 
SWEIFIEH 

TEL: 813985 

Presents its customers with best wishes 
for Christmas and the new year. 

We have for our customers special offers 
on liquor at very tempting prices. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


Greetings ^ 
From: Fuad Supermarket 


ORDER OF X MAS MASSES 
FOR THE SRI LANKAN COMMUNITY. 


£ .00 PM 


6.30 PM 




25TH DEC 92 X MAS DAT 

11.00AM AT RAINBOW CHURCH 

I sc CIRCLE 
JABAL AMMAN 
TEL - 624590 

4.00 PM AT JABAL EL WEBDEH CHURCH 

TEL - 637440 

6.30 PM AT OUR LADY’S CHURCH 

SWAFEIYA 
TEL 810740 

26TH DEC 92 

4.00 PM AT MEPABA CHURCH 

CELEBRANT 

REV. FR.NEIL DIAS KARUNARATNE (CSSR) 

WHO HAS COME FROM SRI LANKA SPECIALS FOR THE X MAS £ 

NEW YEAR SERVICES FOR SRI LANKAN COMMUNITY - 
WISH YOU ALL A MERRY X MAS & HAPPY PEACEFUL 
NEW YEAR 1993 

ORGANIZING COMMUTE 


By Faisal Akef AI Favez 

down the field from which he has 
to choose at election. 

Unfortunately, and taking into 
consideration the short period of 
lime during which the majority of 
Jordanian political parties have 
been politically active, mem- 
bership in political parties was 
and Mill is very low. So. regarding 
the first function of j political 
parry, that is the organisation of 
the electorate. Jordanian political 
parties have not been very suc- 
cessful in this area. 

After 3 careful study of the 
platforms of some Jordanian poli- 
tical panics, without being speci- 
fic. the majority of these parties 
promise the electorate social jus- 
tice. equal opportunities, sup- 
remacy of the law. liberty, equal- 
ity among sexes, full employ- 
ment. economic prosperity, a 
high standard of living, etc. ..’This 
surely contradicts the second 
function of political parties: to set 
the goals for the electorate not 
according to whims but according 
to their feasibility. In Jordan, and 
because of our vers limited re- 


sources. parties should be more 
realist than idealist. 

Parties in Jordan also do not 
provide information to the electo- 
rate on current events. To give 
them credit, this will probably 
change if parties publish their 
own newspapers. 

As for the function of selecting ’ 
candidates for the legislature, un- 
fortunately this will not make the 
task of the voters easier but much 
harder because we have now 
more than thirty parties on the 
political arena with more or less 
the same principles and ideas. 
This wilt surely lead to confusion 
among the electorate. Since poli- 
tical parties in Jordan can be said 
to represent the right, the left and 
the centre, they will succeed only 
if they merge into three or four 
major panies. have a sound prog- 
ramme. be honest with the peo- 
ple and be realist. In this way. 
they can draw membership, orga- 
nise (he electorate, have a fair 
representation in Parliament and 
add a new brick to the building or 
democracy in Jordan. 


U MERRY CHRISTMAS U 





& CELEBRATE 
WITH US 




‘ .CHRISTMAS DINNERS 
( DEC. 23rd & 24th 

' JFor Details^ Reservations Please Call 615060 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


JORDAN MARKET Pi 




ICTORINOX, 


ROAD PHONE 81 62 59 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACK MG. AIR FFtEIGH1~ 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
. J AMD. R ESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

twTCL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O BOX 7806 
T\\ > X AMMAN ✓ 


STUDIO HAIG 1 * zl&mw & s 


i CROWN | 

^ INT’L EST. i 

m Packing, shipping, m 
a forwarding, storage, B 
m clearing, door-to-door | 
jj service jj 

[^ir^e^nc^nd^i 

W Tel: 664090 if 

■ Fax: 680852 ■ 

R.P.O.BOX 926487 AmmanJi 


ll ( 

SAB CENTRE FOB STE7ICES 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN... 

* Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
■fr Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

* Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service . 

Develop yOur colour film at 
■ our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shroeisaci - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Pbone: t>0404: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abtioun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0509 
Fax: 810520 


RESTAURANT 


Special Ounese Foods 
Skflted Chinese Chefs 


E2E22S2E3E2Z^EI 


Take away b iivwWnble 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



0oct Touted 
Always Loved 


-to** 






hi tteffiddfe East based oa hot Soltawo niaoal 8 bUt 
®P& gs of h>g)] Bbwi CwrcenfnrfioB for the Cure or 


?ha • Arthritis ■ sinusitis * Digestive disease* 

** Just for blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

On Room 

’Jos Ron Jordanians “ Resident® 

V S6S27I/2 , 608279 , 688310 - La*»**°a * 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmmr 

Special Executive Luncheons 

■rake away service 
available 

Open DaHy 12.30-3*30 pm 
7.30 -Tl. 30 pin 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel- 659519 659520 " 


& % ¥ o Tf 


fm 


^ -i 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


7-JP 120 
Authentic 
v 5 Chinese dishes. 
,*sC from all greaire- 
' glonal cuisine 
• styles of China 

' Prepared by our 
; Chinese chefs 

Open daily tor 

; • lunch & dimer 

Take my scr im 

i Jabal AI Hussein 

C Ministry of Trade 

u & Industrial Rd- 

ant_M GG7755 





AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12:00 -IStiQ & 18-30 -23-3Q 

Tel: 03-314415 



674111 

Plaza 




Oh \m 
Town 

^esUuunnl 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kifo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:30 - Midnight / 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Amman, now has its own. 

Where you can enjoy-’ the most exquisite 
Chinese dishes. for; lunch, and dinner. 

Banquk and teke^away ; service 

All chefs. Trom Peking, China 

Qiina-Towrn. 

at the-Ammarr Plaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 st Circle Jahai Amman, near 
Ahl/}yah Girls School 

Take sway fas awaOobte 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAitopEii 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0 Bo.« - 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


;>• § 7 



Hrio Kiisola 

AT. KTTATUA BAR 


O o 




French I (Eufcinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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on pressure for 
Premier League title 


LONDON (P.) — Norwich stiU 
top the English Premier League 
going into Christmas despite two 
consecutive defeats, but Aston 
Villa arc piling on tlie pressure. 

While the leaders have begun 
to stumble. Villa have lost only 
one of their last 14 league games. 

Villa manager Ron Atkinson 
said: “We reach the halfway 
point of the season .on boxing day 
(Saturday) and if you’re in an 
established position then, h can 
help keep the momentum going. 

“Second in the Premier Divi- 
sion coming up to Christmas — 
that's a position worth fighting 
for. I think we’re well-equipped 
to cope.” 

Villa, who trail by four points, 
have the tougher programme 
with a midlands derby at Coven- 
try, followed by a h6me game 
against Arsenal. 

Norwich entertain Tottenham 
and then travel to fading cham- 
pions Leeds. 

Villa look set to recall striker 
CyriUe Regis against his old club 
Coventry on Saturday. He has 
made a rapid recovery from a 
thigh injury and should replace 
Dalian Atkinson, who has a sto- 
mach muscle injury. 

The man who could delay Vil- 
la's rise is Coventry striker Micky 
Quinn, whose double in Satur- 



Aston Villa's Dalian Atkinson and Dean Saunders 


day's 5-1 destruction of Liverpool 
took his tally to eight goals in five 
games since his arrival for New- 
castle. 

“We have created so m any 
chances in the past few games 
that we were bound to stick them 
away some time," he said of last 
week's impressive performance. 

Coventry face Manchester Un- 
ited Monday, with Alex Fergu- 
son's side also running intc form 


in time for a New Year push. 

They have won five of their last 
six Premier League games, per- 
fect preparation to begin their 
holiday programme at Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Norwich are determined to 
bounce back from their surprise 
2-0 home defeat at Ipswich when 
they face Tottenham. 

Norwich defender John Pol- 
ston said: “We are as dis- 


appointed about the result as our 
supporters. Our changing room 
was like a morgue after the game. 

“But we are still top of the. 
League and I don’t see why we 
can't boonce back from this. We 
have suffered setbacks before this 
season and come back and we can 
do it again," 

There will be no panic changes, 
says manager Mike Walker: 
“You don't write players off just 
because of a couple of defeats. 
It's time for them to show every- 
one what they are niade of." 

. Kenny Dalglish's expensive 
Blackburn entertain fading cham- 
pions Leeds, a clash which pits 
two of the best midfield veterans 
around — 34-year-old Gordon 
Cowans and Leed's Gordon 
Strachan. 36 next February. 

“They're an inspiration to us 
all," said Rovers midfielder Mark 
Atkins, “ft’s not an area where 
players can coast but they have 
shown what's possible if you look 
after yourself." 


David Batty is set for a Leeds 
recall for the first time since 
suffering a hairline ankle fracture 
in October, if he comes through a 
reserve outing. Full-back Mel 
sterland is also testing his chances 
of a first senior game in nine 
months in the same match. 



nee in 



NEW YORK <AP) — The last 
time an NBA team was as stingy 
cn defence as the New York 
Knicks, Wilt Chamberlain was in 
high school and Michael Jordan 
was eight years away from draw- 
ing his first breath. 

The 1954-55 season, with no 
players to approach the offensive 
skills of a Jordan or Ckembsna in, 
was a transition year for she 
National Basketball Association. 
The 24 second shot dock was 
new, the game was slow and 
teams were still defensive 
minded. 

The lowest defensive average 
that year was 89.7 points by 
Syracuse, which won the NBA 
championship despite scoring 
91.1 points per game. Fort 
Wayne was second in fewest 
points allowed at 90.0, followed 
by Milwaukee’s 90.4. 

Those three defensive aver- 
ages, in a season in which only 
one team in the entire league 
managed to score 100 points per 
game, still are in the record book 
as the lowest in league his ton/. 

This season's Knicks, however, 
are playing defense at 1954-55 
levels against teams with 1990s 
offensive skills. 

They will take a 91.6 defensive 
average into Friday night's game 
with defending champion Chica- 
go, which scored 75 in the teams' 
only other meeting this season. 

“The Knicks seem to enjoy 
playing defense," says Pistons 
assistant Don Chaney, a back- 
court defensive stalwart in his 
playing years. “That is so rare 
nowadays. Those who do it well 
enjoy it, and you can see how 
hard they work at it." 

The Knicks have been devas- 
tating defensively at home, where 
they are 12-1. The only loss was 
1 11M03 in overtime against Char- 
lotte, one of only three teams to 
score as many as 90 points at 
Madison Square Garden. New 
York's defensive average at home 
is 88.2. 

“The defense they put our was 
unbelievable," Miami’s Rony 
Seikaly said after the Heat lost 91 
07 at New York. “They make you 
shoot every shot awkwardly. De- 
fense is what gives them their 
wins.” 



points, and just three years after 
that, every team in the league 
gave up at least 114 points per 
game. 

So in just six years, the NBA 
best defensive average went from 
89.7 to 114.1. 

It wasn’t until 1972-73 that 
another team surrendered less 
than 100 points per game, and the 
Detroit Pistons' 1990-91 defen- 
sive average of 96.8 — 5.2 more 
than the Knicks today — stands 
as the lowest in the NBA since 
1956-57. 

The Knicks are well on their 
way to taking that modern stan- 
dard and pushing it into the low 
90s. 


O’Neal rallies Magic over Jazz 


Coach Pat Riley 


Heat coach Kevin Loughery 
said the Knicks play such a physi- 
cally intense style that officials 
become weary of calling fouls. 
It'S a strategy Loughery admires. 

The Knicks’ intensity got 
national attention last spring in 
the playoffs when they took the 
Bulls to seven games in the East- 
ern Conference semifinals, nearly 
pounding Jordan'and Scottie Pip- 
pen into submission. 

Point guard Doc Rivers, new to 
the Knicks this season, said the 
team picked up an undeserved 
reputation during that series. 

Coach Pat Riley, whose Los 
Angeles Lakers teams played 
tough defense but will be remem- 
bered as a fast breaking team, is 
utilizing the the Knicks' natural 
strengths just as he did with the 
Lakers. 

Riley has three of the stiongest 
players in the NBA in Patrick 
Ewing, Charles Oakley and 
Anthony Mason, and 6 foot 10 
(2.GG metre) Charles Smith is a 
star ter at “small” forward. The 
Knicks also have good size in the 
bach court with Rivers at 6-4 (1.93 
metres) John Starks and Hubert 
Davis at 6-5 (1.95 metres) and 
Rolando Blackman at 6-6 (1.98 
metres?. 

NBA firepower developed 
rapidly after 1954-55. Jus: three 
seasons later, every team in the 
league averaged more than 100 


Rookie Shaquille O’Neal had 
20 points. 19 rebounds and five 
blocked shots and sparked a 
fourth quarter rally that earned 
Orlando to a 101-98 victory over 
Utah. 

The 7-foot-l (2.15 metre) cen- 
tre sat on the bench late in the 
third quarter and early in the 
fourth period with four fouls, but 
returned to bail out the faltering 
Magic with six points, six re- 
bounds and three blocked shots 
in the final 10 minutes. It was the 
fourth consecutive with for 
Orlando following a six game 
losing streak. 

The Jazz, who lost for only the 
fourth time in 12 road games, got 
30 points from Karl Malone and 
20 Jeff Malone. But the two 
Malones were a combined 3 of 11 
in the final quarter. 


Two athletes 
banned for 
4 years 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sydney Olympics Would turn profit— organisers 


SYDNEY (R) — A summer Olympics staged in Sydney in the 
year 2000 would cost $1.19 billion and turn a profit of $4 million, 
the bid committee said Wednesday. Committee head Rod 
McGeoch, releasing an advance budget for the event; said an 
80,000-seat stadium would be built, along with a velodrome. 


coliseum, sports hall and facilities for equestrian events, shooting, 
tennis and baseball. Sydney is competing against Beijing, iBenm, 


Brasilia, Istanbul, Manchester, Milan and Tashkent for the event. 
The winning bid will be decided by the 96-member International 
Olympic Committee at a Monte Carlo meeting in September. 
Television rights are expected to raise $488 million, sponsorships 
$297 million and ticket sales some $140 milKon. 


Philippines Invites Magic for anti AIDS appearance 


MANILA (AP) — The Philippine government has invited Magic 
Johnson to visit the country to promote AIDS awareness. 
Johsnon retired from the National Basketball Association after 
testing positive for the virus that causes AIDS. In a letter sent 
Tuesday, president Fidel Ramos asked Johnson to spend five days 
here touring the country to urge youth to take precautions against 
the fatal disease. 


Turnbull reappointed captain 


MELBOURNE (AP) — Wendy Turnbull was Wednesday reap- 
pointed as Australian Federation Cup tennis captain for the ninth 
straight year. Tennis Australia president Geoff Pollard announces 
Turnbull had retained the non-playing position ahead of Lesley 
Hunt and Judy Dalton, both of whom lodged challenges. Former 
top 10 player Turnbull led Australia to a semifinal finish in the 
1992 Federation Cup. The 1993 Federation Cup will be played in 
Frankfurt from July 18-25. 


Bowe-Dokes fight set for February 


NEW YO&K (R) — Heavyweight champion Riddick Bo we gave 
Michael Dokes an early Christmas present by giving the former 
champion and current recovering drug abuser a title fight, but 


Dokes said Tuesday he was not completely happy with his gift. 
Dokes, resplendent in a full-length and silver-gray fur < 


_ w -coat he said 

cost him $30,000, said he wants more than the $750,000 he is 
reported to have accepted to fight Bowe for two-thirds of the 
world title February 6 at New York’s Madison Square Garden. 


LONDON (R) — British sprinter 
Jason Livingston, who was sent 
home from the Barcelona Olym- 
pics after failing a drugs test, was 
banned Wednesday for four 
years. 

The announcement follows 
Livingston's appearance Monday 
before the disciplinary committee 
of the Britisfh Athletic Federa- 
tion. 

The verdict means a life-long 
ban by the British Olympic Asso- 
ciation, who earlier this year 
ruled any doping offender would 
no longer be eligible to compete 
in Britain's games team. 

In Zurich, Russian distance 
runner Galina Ikonnikova has 
also been banned for four years 
after failing a drugs test at a Swiss 
road race in October. 

Henry Perschak, president of 
the Swiss Athletics association’s 
commission on combating drug 
use, said he had received notifica- 
tion via the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
that Ikonnikova, 11th in this 
year’s London Marathon, had 
been banned by her home asso- 
ciation for four years — the stan- 
dard penalty for drug use. 

The ban was confirmed by the 
IAAF in London Wednesday. 

Livingston, nicknamed 'baby 
Ben' after his Canadian hero Ben 
Johnson, failed a random, out-of- 
competition drug test before Bar- 
celona. 

Livingston, the European in- 
door 60 metres champion and the 
man regarded as Britain's succes- 
sor to Olympic champion Linford 
Christie, can appeal to an Inde- 
pendent panel. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 25, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Mer- 
ry Chris! mas. Concentrate on new 
ideas which can be put into opera- 
tion in die future in connection 
with an extrovert who has proven 
somewhat dissapointing in the past 
but holds promise for the future. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Carry through with whatever 
agreements you have made with 
your loved one and then tonight 
approach tasks facing you from a 
new improved standard. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) 
You have oWigatioasat your home 
you have been lagging doing so get 
them out of the way, then you can 
have a wonderful time at entertain- 
ments this evening. 


confidential nature during the day 
that would be good for you to put 
in motion now. then be very soda! 
tonight. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22] Make specific entertainment, 
social arrangements with your 
good friends during the day then 
tonight do small courtesies for your 
attachment. 


SCORPIO; (October 23 toNovenj- 
ber 2f) You would be wise to add 
something that enriches your daily 
duties during the day while tonight 
go after personal goals in a positive 
manner. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have some interesting communica- 
tions with others to gel off so do 
this quickly so later you will be 
able to enjoy a good time with your 
own dan. 


MOON CHKUMtEN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Continue with that mate- 
‘rial plan of action that has already 
been put in motion, then you can 
see ways to start soon new ventures 
of importance. 

.LEO: (July 22 to August 2(j You 
can wind up some important deci- 
sions where friendships are con- 
cerend during the daytime then 
tonight get into statements, make a 
good budget. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have some big ideas of a 

— t . ■ — > 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 2!) You can finish a 
discussion with a newcomer to 
each of yur advantages after which 
you would be wise to go out in the 
world to contact bigwigs. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Keep at that course to 
get some big material results from 
your special duties and taler you 
wilt be able to get off to see 
interesting personalities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Be available to what in- 
fluential men want to do to encour- 
age your progress, then later you 
see just how they can greatly be- 
nefit you. 

PISCES: (February 20 lo March 
20) Get those improvements in 
charm and comfort finalised for 
your surroundings after which you 
can gel out with fascinating associ- 
ates and friends. 


GQREN BRBDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
*51992 Tieuno IMa Serves, toe. 


IT HAPPENS TO EVERYONE— PART II 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 A 5 
V 10 9 4 
: A K 10 3 2 
♦ 10 7 4 

EAST 
* Q 10 8 7 
•• 6 5 
19 5 4 


Renim f.Jamzzo <*f Runic, partnered 
by Anurn Frauen. Niuih. 

The bidding started off in routine 


WEST 
4 0 6 


:• K ,1 8 7 3 2 
Q J 7 


# Q J 


a K 9 3 2 
SOUTH 
9 K J 4 3 2 
: A Q 
>86 
* A 8 6 5 


Thv bidding: 



North 

East 

South 

West 

« 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

2 

Pass 

2 '• 

Dbl 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Rdbl 

Pass 


Opening lead: Two of ' • 

Even experts are nut immune to 
embarrassing bidding misunder- 
standings. In a major national 
championship, one of the best pairs 
in the UJ5. played two hearts dou- 
bled with a trump suit consisting of 
A x opposite a singleton. Sitting 
South here, on a deal fenm the 1976 
World Team Championship, was ar- 
guably the finest player of the day. 


fa-hinn. Obvi«msl>\ tjaruvan 
thought iwi; hearts was forcing and 
was simply looking in -see whether it 
would elicit a spade preference froir. 
partner. Equally evident. Franco 
thought it was natural. Thai set the 
slag? for a looming calamity. 

Gancu’s redouble was intended' 
as a takeout bid, wailing for North 
tu complete thts description of his 
hand. Franco was still nut on the 
name wavelength and. thinking the 
bid said "We'ra gut them, partner." 
was happy to pass... 

Lesser mortals wuiiid goTurt.-^'Wfl. 
points in this l\pe of siuiatioti. but 
Use gods were smiling on Garozzo. 
After winning West’s opening 
trump iead with the queen, declarer 
Cashed the ate and king of spades 
and led a third round of the suit. To 
cut down on dummy's ruffing abili- 
ty, West, trumped with the jack and 
returned n nether heart to declarer’s 
ace. 

Declarer cashed the table's ac« 
and king of diamonds, then came to 
hand with the ane uF clubs tu lead 
another spade. Whether or nnt West 
ruiTed. the ten t»f hearts w>.u!d be- 
come the fulfilling trick. 


Peanuts 




50 HERE I AAA ON THE 
BACK OF MOM'S BICYCLE 
ON TH£ WAY TO THE 
GROCERY STORE.. 


PE PAL HARP, 
MOM! HARPER! 
THAT'S THE WAY! 

r 




good! we're out 
OF THE GARAGE! 



Andy Capp 



-A LITTLE 
KISS UKE 
> THAT port* 
APrVER T 


[THAT'S IT ] 


OH WELL, I ALV-WVS 
>- WDHWE V 
( EXPENSIVE T*STE) 



£=22*1 


Mutt'nMefff 



fOKECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBER-^ *,*' 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer; terrdKRighterW 

mate your ttwoc :i'r 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: New 
conditions coming into your w 
‘ replace what was deducted W the 
. recent solar edipse so eai lightly 
and get plenty of restand wait a few 
days before -placing new plans of 
; action into effect 

i ARIES: (March 2! to April 19J 

• New interests and activities of all 
. kinds can be the most productive 
means by which you utilise this day 
; to its fullest excellent potential. 

- TAURUS: (April 20 to May. 20) 
Consider bow you can best join 
with persons of vision in the days 
ahead to have considerably more 
of what you regard as the good 
things of life. 

’ GEMINI: {May 21 to June 21) 
’Some partners or outsiders who 
:have made a prosperous life are 
■; now in the mood to extend to you 
; information oti just how it cao be 
dope by you also. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A whole new and inspired 
.stance for making your usual 
occupation opens the way for you 
to be more successful ar your daily 
activities. 

. LEO*. (July 22 to Augnsl 21) You 
are highly articulate now and able 
to do the things you most enjoy 
and. with the persons whom you 
like -to share their company, so 
.arrange 1 new amusements. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Consider how you can best 


the boBdays and start 
produce tins effect: ■ 

LIBRA: (Sepunsbec^ 
22) Shopping forjife 
plans to v«t 
things, you aopre riiite- 

best to be pm into m 

SCORPIO: (Octobe^ 
ber 21) Conadcriog 


is good. for you- to fa 
ju^ment today on - ' 

increase your asset*/' . 

SAGITTARIUS; ^ 
December 2l).Ma®y^ 
pansive oauditka&rarc 
to centre up so- that yi'' '* 
your futurejwittruiil --- 
thsight so let this- orin' 
CAPRICORN: (Deist ■- ’ 
January - 20)" Y«w 
most accurate ~ 

.stifi and Jisen td^yoi 

perceptions and TOu v< '" 
to follow. them, 




AQUARIUS: (Januai^' 
aiy 19) Partncii amf ? 
with acquaintances "gt, 
now in seeing year beat^ 
giving yoircan to prew 
get them together. ^ : 
PIECES: tFebraSy^^ 
20) Y our snrroumJliigs v-~ ' 
much improved by yu' 
.good look at-dtan'and-"'' 
your special skills to p 
effect. _ . 1 :_?■ 

• ■ '-Vfl. 


THE BETTER HALF. 



\ wanted to marry someone •wfioV 
| perfect..but| couldn't marry mj fair 

t* 4— — /7T_- " r " ri 


( 


! THAT SCRAMBLBJ'WCfRtK 
by Honri Arnold - .. 


Unscramble these lour Jumblea, 
ona letter to each square, to farm 
four ordinary wads. 


TOWNS 


TXt 

■H 



■ 

□ 

FlITTA 




mm 


HUMILS 

a: 





a 


DOCEED 





JVH4TTHE CObTrBHT 
OF AN HOUKeU56___ 
REF RESENT^ 


Now arrange ttwefreted 
form the surprise answer, ssi 
gestad by the above cartoon.^ 


Answer here; THE [HlD OF 



- (ArcwraraWgc 

Yemwday'a 1 JumbteK BEGONE ' PSYCHE^ gVp*. ^ 

I Am-MT Um... mn_. . MO MUM IXEIl 


Answer. How many a shopper baa com? 
SPENT 



THE Daily Crossword t, 


ACROSS 
T Fefiow 
5 Vocally 
10 Author Paton 

14 Wan 

15 Domingo 
IB Cut away 

17 Mend sea 

18 Father ol Paris 

19 Beaver shin 

20 Tattled 

Z3 TV actor Bffl 

24 St Lawrence — 

25 Obvious 
28 Spud 

30 Atone - 
(Lancaster) 

31 H’aT 

32 Miss Gardner 
35 Unruffled 

39 Capone and Hlrt 

40 hi pood shape 

41 — toe 
(confronting) 

42 Brotxfagnag 
resident 

44 Awcnto perdcto 

45 Nape 

45 Observes 
49 Boxer's 
souvenirs? 

55 Dye shrub 

56 Cafe patron 

57 — - (to vfvra 

58 Not a soul 

59 — Janeiro 

60 Fbed the kitty 

61 Tryout 

62 Korea 

63 CMuted 



®'WOTr6on« S4ntcaa> Inc. 

URlgMaftmanad 


, DOWN 
f Flgura experts 

2 Owes (on) 

3 Jal — 

4 Unorganized 

5 Phase 

6 Pat 

7 Step —1 (hurry!} 
-8 Home of the 

Jazz 

9 House servant 

10 Seem 

11 TV series 

12 The Omni, e.g. 
(3 FuR of gossip 
21 Sri- 


22 Busy insect 

25 Unit ol type size 

26 Truant 

27 MM. art co/ony 

28 Unspoken 

29 Astringent 

31 Storm front? 

32 Give a teg up to 

33^,, ' 

option 

34 Erne — - Presley 

36 Personnel 

37 Arthur's father 
39 Art UnWstter's 

hometown 

42 Esophagus 

43 were a rich 
man...” 

44 Looted 
searching^ 

45 insufficient 

48 Means of rapids 
transportation 

47 Archeotoflwai 
sits 

48 Garbo, e^. 


ninnran rangnn 

nmnron ontTO 

raooHnnnnnr|n j 

nrannnnnn nani 

nann 

raranann Dnnnfi 
snsnn tfggon r 
onina nransr) pjf 
god nnnnn 
RntnnnRG 
aonwiD 

nm n !!0i(niin|! 
noQ nnnnn raujJ 



V& 


u hav 


.50 Cafe au- 
61 Indian 

52 Superior 


“IS*. 

-g«Hkh!»p*j 























^ Financial Jordan Times 

: markets ln eo ’® l * era * i<m * ith 
*“* Cairo Amman Bank 

l’ y_s. Dollar hi mtnadonal Karlimt 



Ukraine government 
moves to restore 
order in economy 


FrtiKh franc 


haascx Yen 


EgNfcni Ciirrefly Unit 


' t«* I'T **”■ 

MM Opnfan «MT 

bdanwqi Want Raws 


1.250b** 



1 MTH 

J MTH5 


5.50 

.3.M) 

. 1.50 

4.00 

IBW 

7.18 

7.00 

h.B7 

8.87 

8.7 r > 

8.57 

7.75 

6. 18 

b. ia 

5. 87 

5. 17 

1 1.25 

11.25 

10.25 


3.84 

3.75 

'3.68 

am 

10. 94 

10.75 

10. 12 

9.31 f 

mflax i ; -S. IMhrv I.mo.mmiot emmlcM 


USO/Oz 


Mctol 

USD/Ox j 

1 JDtfGai ] 

332.55 

S. 50 

Silver 

3.71 ! 




Services Sector 


jNDON (R) — Following are the buying and selli ng rat es for 
Sclirig world currencies and gold a g ainst the dollar at mtdsession 
tJfce London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 

y* 


» U.S. dollar . 1.2612/17 
. 1.5900/10 
1.7850/7900 
1.4365/80 
32.55/60 
5.4200/4300 

• 1420/1425 

123.79/84 
- 7.0100/0200 

- 6.7600/7700 

6.1200/1300 

feeding . 1J332/42 

Konoce Of gold S332.40/332.90 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Cinema- 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Shows: 3-J0, 6:15. 330. 8:30, 1030 
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KIEV (R) — The Ukrainian 
government, battling to prevent a 
compleie collapse in its ailing 
economy, publishing a list of new 
regulations Wednesday, aiming 
to restore government control 
over many sectors of the eco- 
nomy. 

The measures remove price 
controls on some basic foodstuffs, 
including milk., butter and some 
types of bread. 

But the regulations tighten 
controls on other sectors of the 
economy. Official sources said 
the amount of goods and services 
subject to state controls would 
increase by 25 per cent once the 
regulations come into force on 
Jan. 1. 

Price controls would be main- 
tained in the metallurgical and 
chemical industries, machine- 
building and for such products as 
oil, cement, salt, sugar, vegetable 
oil, meat and eggs. 

Prices for goods produced by 
monopolies would also be con- 
trolled to prevent enterprises ex- 
ploiting their market position. 
‘The measures will stop the chao- 
tic rise prices,” Deputy Econo- 
mics Minister Viktor Kalnyk told 
Reuters. 

. Another new measure aimed at 


regaining state control was the 
publication of a government- 
approved list of enterprises and 
organisations which would be 
allowed to export most metals, 
gas. oil and electricity. 

The government also issued a 
decree allowing people to apply 
to own the land they use as 
allotments. These plots produce 
up to one third of Ukraine's 
agricultural output. 

Other decrees introduced a 30 
per. cent tax on profits and a 
variable income tax. 

Value added (ax. a tax applied 
at all stages of production and 
borne by the end-user will be cut 
to 20 per cent from 2S per cent 
and farming enterprises will be 
totally exempted from it. 

One year after Ukraine won 
independence from the former 
Soviet Union, the economy is in 
disarray. Month-on-month infla- 
tion is running at 30 per cent and 
government figures show that the 
1992 budget deficit was 44 per 
cent of gross national product in 
November. 

Government officials say a 
coherent programme of market- 
oriented reforms, coordinated 
with international financial institu- 
tions. will be published shortly. 


WASHiN.-T-r-N |R» — !n a 
major dcu-iiv. .ird reassessment of 
economic activity next year, the 
International Monetary Fund 
<!MF) Tuesday said global 
growth would only increase 2.3 
per cent and the industrial coun- 
tries would be up by a sluggish 
two per cent. 

As early as only a few months 
ago the international lending 
agency had been far more optim- 
sitc calling for 3. 1 per cent growth 
for the world as a whole and 2.9 
per cent for the large and wealthy 
countries in 199.-." 

In highly- ur usual revision of 
its rli Economic 

Outlook : („• : ;.ir :fcc defla- 
tion at y ir.::.j..; fivi.. - reduction 
’of debt ama..cd during the high- 
flying ! y.'Os was .I fnuj'ir factor in 
the continue j v.jjfc outlook. 

At the -.:in u lime the IMF 
blamed the weakness on high 
interest rates in Europe caused by 
the German decision to fight 
inflation at all costs as it moves 
through the process of reunifica- 
tion. 

The report painted a bleak 


picture overall with increased 
tensions over trade, prevalen: 
and continued worries in curren- 
cy markets, and a virtual collapse 
of cooperation among the major 
industrial players. 

“The persistent currency 
turbulence since September, 
growing tensions over irade. and 
other indications of a reduced 
commitment to international 
policy cooperation in the major 
industrial countries have contri- 
buting to the increased uncertain- 
ly.” the report said. 

lr said it was stili uncertain how- 
much further the restructuring of 
debt would go in the industrial 
countries before companies ar.c 
consumers decided they coulc 
again afford to begin making new. 
purchases. 

“IMF — and most other 
analysts — have so far underesti- 
mated the extent of this problem, 
and the risk remains that even the 
revised growth projections for the 
countries most affected may 
prove optimistic.” the repor: 
said. 


The report said only North 
America seemed poised for re- 
covery. even though the growth 
improvement in the United States 
-would be gradual and less 
bouyant than previous upturns. 

it estimated the United Stales 
would grow by three per cent 
next year followed by a two per 
cent increase in 1992. This is only 
one-tenth of a per cent below its 
projection in October for next 
year. 

The situation in Germany was 
far more serious. The IMF esti- 
mated growth next year would be 
tepid 0.6 per cent, a staggering 
two per cent decline from its 
estimate in October. For this year 
it said growth would hii 1.6 per 
cent. 0.2 per cent below the 
previous assessment. 

Japan, which has also been 
labouring under hare times, was 
projected to grow 2.4 per cent 
next year compared with J.6 per 
cent In 1992. However the 1993 
figure represented a 1.4 per cent 
decline and the 1992 estimate was 
down 0.4 per cent from the ear- 
lier projections. 


IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus, who met with 
reporters last week, called on the 
new Clinton administration to 
concentrate its efforts in econo- 
mic policy on reducing the coun- 
try's overwhelming budget deficit 
and mountain of debt 

At the same time he said Ger* 
many should move again to cut 
interest rates to help economic 
growth in Europe and 
Japan should consider further sti- 
mulus action should that prove 
necessary by a weakening eco- 
nomy. 

The IMF. as it has in !ne past, 
strongly criticised govern mens 
for not cutting away at budget 
deficits- when "the economy v.as 
crowine stronalv d urine the 
1980s. 

It said there had been missed 
opportunities by hoi!: :r.' United 
States and Europe z-'l that a 
large unfinished economic aecn- 
a waited action by policy maker?. 

The IMF normally releases its 
global economic assessment once 
in the spring and once in the 
autumn. 




AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET ___ 

HOUSING BANS CENTER MM> - SIHBI5AKI /jV'T'nV 

nmiBi 660170 / 663170 (c/ Ji . \ 

oRMiia market share price lib; ran wedfnsday 23 / 127:992 VkV v * ) 


COMPANY 1 B NAME 


TRAD INC PAEV. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
JD PRICE 



^■1 

RA 

5311 


JCBDMB ISLAMIC BANK 

IB. 446 

3.600 

3.650 

3.650 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK- w 

54.403 

2.41D 

2.410 

3.450 

ns HOUSING BANK 

19,101 

3.5B0 

3.580 

3.570 

INDUSTRIAL DBVXLOPMRNT BANK 

26.SJ4 

3.130 

3.120 

3.140 

ONION BANK ran EAVTMC 6 lKVTOTMnrT 

a. 053 

3.560 

3.550 

3.600 

ARAB auxin CORFORATZ OK/ JORDAN 

Ml 

J.10D 

3.150 

3.150 

VIORDAH NATIONAL HANK 

374,174 

4.350 

4,350 

4.350 

JORDAN XNVB-tMKIR A FINANCE BANK 

56,742 

4.730 

4.710 

4.650 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVBSTKKKT/OLD 

209,360 

1.820 

1.620 

1.790 

RBAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

46,996 

1.83U 

1.BJ0 

1.790 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

30.794 

4.220 

4.170 

4.170 

BUSINESS BANK 

33.895 

3.200 

3. 15*3 

3.200 

■EXT ELHAL SAVZNGAIMVESIMEirr FOR HOUSING 

64,729 

5.680 

5.6BO 

5 . 6 JO 

CAIRO AH9AN BANE 

237.534 

ia.400 

IB. 300 

16.300 ‘ 

BANK OF JORDAN 

9,464 

JE.3I0 

18.500 

18.500 

ARAB BANK 

350,005 

134.000 

134.790 

129.000 

MIDDLE EAST INSURANCE 

4.055 

2.620 

2.750 

2.700 

AL-NI5R AL-AHAfiX INEDHAHCE 

' 4lfl 

4.70O 

4.650 

4.55D . 

•JiMtiftfw towwAifa 1 41 - 

■ 345 

•J'. 400 

3.4# 

3?»M , 

JORDAN TWMCH INSURANCE * ' 

17.942 

' 3.430 

3.460 

3.440 1 

XAlfooK INSURANCE'S. RE&fcaRliilCE 

180,05cf 

3.250 

3.250 

3. 250 1 

ARABIAN SEAN INSURANCE 

2,470 

2.640 

2.600 

2.600 

ARAB hin C ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

B. 065 

3.160 

3. IBO 

3.170 

ARAB ONION INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 

2,750 

2.750 

2.750 

2.750 

JORDAN HOTEL 6 TOURISM 

5,700 

5.600 


5.700 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

17,460 

1.500 

1.100 

1.490 

ARAB nflENNAXIONAL HOTELS 

19.5BD 

6.1DO 

6.100 

5.000 

LXVESTOK 6 POOL TAT 

26,239 

1.200 

1.190 

1.300 

JORDAN HBH FOUNDATION / ALNA'X 

3,500 

10.000 

10.000 

10.000 

UNITED BIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 

290,737 

2.r:o 

2.750 

2. ABC 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

7,020 

0.550 

0.520 

0.520 

MACKIKARX EQUIP- RANTING S KAINTTHANCS 

35,055 

I.27D 

1.27Q 

1.240 

PETRA ENTBPRISES L BOOIMDITS LEASING 

1,170 

1 . IBO 

J. 170 

1.170 

JORDAN CULP REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

41.067 

O.B7D 

0.660 

0,840 , 

JMWAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

10.814 

1.150 

1.210 

1.160 

JORDAN AVKAIT CO. FOR AGRI. A FOOD PROD. 

193,950 

1.P70 

1.870 

1^930 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING A TRADING 

117,567 

1.940 

1.920 

1.950 

JORDAN BAIRS 

10,621 

3.510 

2.470 

2.470 

ARAB AL0KXB1M INDUSTRY 

105,505 

11.020 

11.000 

10.950 

arbb mnavcEmTCAL hamjfacturzmg 

130,026 

6.730 

6.710 

6.660 

the INDUSTRIAL COWERCIAL S AGRICULTURAL 

73,977 

6.150 

6.170 

6.130 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETHBOniTS INDUSTRIE* 

50.308 

23.600 

23.500 

24.100 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

52.943 

5. BIO 

5.630 

5.620 

DAB AL DAKA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

314,272 

10.460 

10.450 

10.930 

INTERMEDIATE PETAO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

77,809 

3.650 

3.850 

3.850 

THE JQBDAN NOBS TED KILLS 

53.663 

10.000 

9. BOO 

9.650 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

28. 568 

6.150 

9.150 

6. 120 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

13,446 

0.850 

0.610 

0.810 

6PTNNZND b WEAVXVQ 

45.714 


3.170 

3.193 

ATTANQEKP CONST . MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

3,570 

1.130 

1.190 

1.190 

RATIONAL CABLE A WIRE KANVFACTDRIMC 

174,928 

6.660 

6.900 

7.000 

JORDAN nUBHSDUCUJ 

61,136 

4.810 

4.0 JO 

4.790 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

90,951 

1.650 

1.650 

1.640 

JORDAN nOCEHOOL INDUSTRIES 

121,029 

2.430 

2.420 

2.420 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

32,644 

0. 640 

0.530 

0.610 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

201,709 

5.700 

5.700 

5.570 

ARAB ItmLSTHERT 6 IKEKNAXIONAL TRADE 

103,038 

3.070 

3.060 

3.060 

JORDAN TOBACCO A CIGARETTES 

1,350 

26.300 

25.000 

25.000 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RBFIKARY 

292 

B.560 

8.650 

6.650 

GRAND TOTAL 

4.651,535 




EO. OF TRADED WARTS I R PARALLEL MARKET 
TRADXNO VOLUME IE WE PARALLEL MARKET i JO 

29950 

29919 




ATHENS /R; — Greece's 1993 
austerity budget was adopted by 
parliament early Wednesday, 
with Prime Minister Constantine 
Mitsotakis saying tough sacrifices 
must be made to save the coun- 
try's shattered economy. 

The budget, which covers the 
third year _f h:s conservative 
government's austerity and re- 
form programme, was passed by 
3 vote of I5i lo 144. The five 
remaining derurie: Lbscn: 

• or absiu-Y.e-: ir c:r. 

During -he ire-ora the 

; vote. Mr. Mitsotakis railed 
I against the opposition Socialist 
Party and his life-long political 
foe. Andreas Pnpsndreoii. 

He said the Sodalius had been 
afraid of the -political cost of 
rescuing , the economy during 
their 1981-89 administration and 
their policy was mainly one of 
spending money they did not 
have. 


“You left nothing but debts 
behind you.” he said. “I'm brave 
because I don't care about the 
political cost. I care only about 
the future of the country.” 

Mr. Mitsotakis ruled out 1993 
pay settlements for public sector 
workers above the inflation rate, 
about 15.5 per cent a year. 

He said he knew the’ average 
Greek family was suffering but he 
could not give up the ground 
which had been won by difficult 
sacrifices since the conservath e> 
won elections in April 1990. 

Mr. Mitsoia!::? has a slim abso- 
lute majority of just one seat in 
the 300-scat parliament and he 
made the budget vote one of 
confidence in his government. 

Political commentators had 
been closely watching a growing 
number of dissidents in Mr. Mit- 
sotakis's party to see whether any 
disgruntled members might bring 
down the government. 


“We expected this victory," 
Mr. Mitsotakis said after the 
vote. “Now we will steadily pro- 
ceed with our programme.” 

Mr. Mitsotakis, 74. has been 
sharply criticised by some of his 
deputies for his handling of the 
economy, with widespread con- 
cern his austerity measures will 
lead to an election defeat in 1994. 
He has also been attacked over 
his foreign policy. 

But conferva ;rve deputies, de- 
spite some critrcii speeches, 
closed ranks and backed their 
government in the vote. 

The 1993 budget, presented to 
parliament Nov. 30, has a deficit 
of 1.37 trillion drachmas (S6.85 
billion), compared to 1.19 trillion 
{35.95 billion) in 1992. 

If the servicing of outstanding 
debt is added to this the total 
public sector borrowing require- 
ment in 1993 rises to 2.9 trillion 
drachmas (S14.5 billion). 


with US Air 

collapses 

WASHINGTON (R) — British 
Airways (B. A.) PLC scrapped its 
proposed $750 million investment 
in US Air Group Inc. Tuesday . 
saying the U.S. government gave 
it a “dear indication” the deal 
would not be approved. 

U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Andrew Card and airline industry 
officials indicated '.!•; deal .'si 
apart because ’he b iovcti- 

ment refused te g:v:- ■ - ,:cc 
to U.S. carries Ljndca*s 

Heathrow Airport. 

British Air said it dropped its 
proposal and began exploring 
alternative ways of finking up 
with LIS Air after the L T .S. gov- 
ernment gave it .-» “clear indica- 
tion that this particular transac- 
tion would net be approved," a 
company spokesman said. 


petrochemical pla 


KUWAIT — Kuwait has 
scaled down its plans for a giant 
petrochemical complex, cutting 
out the plants to produce aroma- 
tics. a senior official of state- 
owned Petrochemical Industries 
Company (PICl has said. 

The decision will reduce the 
overall cost to less than the 680 
million dinars (52.27 billion) ori- 
ginally projected when the pro- 
ject was first approved in 1989, 
Ahmad A! A wadi, the PIC offi- 
cial in charge of marketing and 


Tv-./FS- 


■ .•H'W 


BOMBAY — India must 
transform itself into a major trad- 
ing nation :b,a: :s no longer de- 
pendent on foreign aid by un- 
shackling its industry and en- 
couraging foreign investment. Fi- 
nance Minister Manmohan Singh 
has said. 

India's any chance to prosper 
in the modern world was to aban- 
don its inward-looking, insular 
attitude and develop 2 rigorous 
export sector, be j-aid. 


planning, told Reuters. 

PIC is in talks with three fore- 
ign companies which it wants to 
take an equity stake of between 
40 and 49 per cent in the project, 
he added. 

He declined to name the com- 
panies. The specialist Middle 
East Economic Digest named 
four last month — Mobil Oil 
Corporation, Exxon Corpora- 
tion, Union Carbide and Saudi 
Basic Industries Corporation. 

Sheikh Awadi said: “There are 
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Mr. Singh, the architect of In- 
dia's bold programme of econo- 
mic reform, said the counrry mus: 
stop fighting the old East India 
Company, which ushered in Brit- 
ish colonial rule, and open its 
doors to foreign investment. 

“The old mentality that we 
have had of ail the time thinking 
of the sad experience with the 
East India Company — that we 
must learn lo forget about. India 
of 1992 is no*. :b.e India of 1750 or 


some major disputes in the issues 
we are talking about ... if we 
don't reach agreement in the first 
half of next year, we may go 
ahead alone.” 

The present plan was to pro- 
duce ethylene, polythene of va-. 
nous densities and ethylene gly- 
col, he added. 

The exact cost was not yet clear 
and the savings from dropping 
aromatics would not necessarily 
be substantial. The aromatics in 
the 1989 project were orthoxylene 


and paraxylene. 

Oil Minister Ali Ahmad Al 
Baghli said last month that a 
foreign partner would bring 
advantages in expertise, market- 
ing and training Kuwaiti staff. 

Sheikh Awadi said that even il 
PIC found foreign partners, ft* 
may need to seek licensers for 
some of the processes. 

The plant will be built in 
Shuaiba, on the coast south of 
Kuwait City, on a site of more 
than 100 hectares (250 acres). 


MODERN FURNISHED APART! J2T-.T RENT 

Located in the most beautiful site of Urn Uiheina. 3 bedrooms, 
salon, living room, dining room, 2 bathrooms, two glassed-in 
verandas, modern furniture with all the utilities plus a video, dish 
washer, crystal chandeliers, solar heater, additional water tank, 
second floor with lift and telephone. Annual rent JD 8,000 to be 
paid annually. 

Call tel. 829607 


Consisting z: bedrooms, ssion. d r.'nc -i- kitchen, 

bathroom and ciassed-in veranda, with central heating. 
The apartment is third floor. 

Location: Jabal Amman, Fourth Circle, Boumedien Street, 
behind the Swiss Embassy and Comer Supermarket. 

Please call tel. 651190, 673925, 671882 


1800 or 1857," he told a seminar 
in Bombay on India's future for 
ihe next 25 years. 

' We have today enough in- 
stitutions to ensure that foreign 
enterprises, if they are to operate 
in our country, will operate in 
accordance with our national 
rules and regulations, and there- 
fore we have nothing to fear from 
that.” he declared. 

Under Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao. India has aban- 
doned four decades of socialism, 
abolishing complex licencing 
-u'.cs that stifled industry and 
r. traducing far- reaching trade re- 
arms. 

Bui criticism of the reforms, 
particularly from labour leaders. 


has increased because of fean 
about mounting unemployment 
in the country of S50 million 
people. 

An import surge has not been 
matched by growth in exports, 
putting renewed strain on the 
balance of payments. Imports 
rose by 22 per cent in Aprik 
Seprember against just 5.4 per 
cent for exports. 

Mr. Singh saii that over the 
pas: 40 years India iiac failed to 
curb widespread ar.J chronic 
poverty. :he country remained 
dependent on oversea:’ financial 
a:d to pay its way imerr.afionaMy, 
and the quality of people’s 
lives was far beiov ■vhtu it should 
be. 



'Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Kevin Costner — in 

SILVERADO 




Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

The Fox and the Hound 

Show for children at 11:00 a.m. Thursday & Friday 


Nabifl and Hisham 

Present the Political Comedy 

Welcome to the l$ew World Order 

Daily at 8:30 pm except Mondays 


SWAls NATIONAL 

RENT A GAR 




Rent from Thursday 24, until Tuesday 29 
t we'II only charge you For 3 days ) 
Rent from Thursday 24, until Friday 01 
t-'i! only t barge y ou for 6 days ) 

i he wee.Uiis's free! 

CALL NOW K)R RESERVATION . 

Tel. 694-882/3 




MERCEDES 200 E — DUTY UNPAID 

1.200 E, 1990, dark blue, automatic, 
sunroof ABS, central-lock, rear head- 
rests... etc. 

2.200 E, 1990, arctic white, automatic, 
sunroof ABS, central-lock, rear head- 
rests. ..etc. 

Please call: 823789 
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Mirrors, copper and wooden frames, arabesque 
furniture, silver ware, papyrus ceramic, coloured. ? 
hand-made giass. coaled baskets and boxes, cop- ? 
per and wooden boxes. 

Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, beside the Tourism Ministry 

Sole agent in Jordan for Christal Asfour 
Chandeficrs from Egypt 


25% special Xmas discount 






































































































airbase in Italy is on 


; or Yugoslavia role 


ROME (R) — A U.S. airbase 
near Italy's northeastern border 
with Siovenia has been put on 
alert and is being readied to 
receive up to 3.000 U.S. troops, 
'the Italian News Agency (ANSA) 
said Wednesday. 

' it said a squadron of F-16 
fighters was expected at the 
' Aviano Base in the next few days 
and that the reinforcements 
would operate alongside West- 
ern air forces in the Balkans. 

A spokesman at the Aviano 
Base said it was U.S. Air Force 
.polio/ r.ever to comment on cur- 
rent or future contingency plans. 
*_ There was no immediate com- 
.ment from the Italian Defence 
Ministry, which has no control 
over the long string of U.S. bases 
like Aviano which are dotted 
around Italv. 


■ Some 1.800 U.S servicemen 
are stationed at the Aviano Base, 
which also employs 300 civilians. 

in May. it was made a support 
base for the 401st U.S. Fighter 
'Wing, which used to be based at 
Tprejon outside Madrid. 

. But the spokesman said this 
was a purely technical name- 
change and none of the F-16s or 
personnel which had been based 
-atTorejon had moved to Aviano. 
• The ANSA report said U.S. 
electronic surveillance planes had 
been based at Aviano for the last 
mc:ith and were using the airfield 
4o fiy to the Hungarian-Serb bor- 
der as part of a Western monitor- 
ing effort of the skies of the rump 
: Yugoslavia. 

'. ANSA said: "The U.S. Air 
Force Base at Aviano has been 
placed on alert in the last few 
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Queen 


EMsabeifn’s 
Xmas speech 


LONDON (R) — A transcript of 
whut purports to be Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s Christmas Day broad- 
cast to Britain and the Common- 
wealth, in which she talks about 
her “difficult days” this year, was 
carried in a tabloid newspaper 
Wednesday. 

Hie sun said it received a tape 
of the speech hours after it was 
recorded by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation Monday but' 
did not say how.. 

Tne queen’s speech is supposed 
to remain confidential until the 
time of the broadcast. Bucking- 
ham Palace refused to comment 
but the BBC said it would con- 
duct a high-level inquiry into the 
matter. 

’ "There is no evidence that we 
know of to suggest the disclosure 
of the broadcast is associated with 
anyone at the BBC. Neverthe- 
less, we will be looking into it,” a 
BBC spokesman said. He de- 
clined to comment on the Sun’s 
report but said it had a "ring of 
authenticity about it.” 

. if it is authentic, the Christmas 
speech will be or.e of the most 
emotional broadcasts the 66-year- 
old queen has made during her 40 
year reign. 

. The text appeared to be similar 
to a recent speech in London 
.when she described 1992 as her 
“annus horribilis” (horrible year) 
which will go down as a bleak 
chapter in royal history-. 

/.The separation of heir to the 
throne Prince Charles and his 
Wife Princess Diana (his month 
capped a disastrous year for the 
queen and followed the sena ra- 
tion of her second son. Prince 
Andrew, and the Duchess of 
York. 

The queen’s only daughter 
Princess Anne last April became 
only the second senior royal fi- 
gure to divorce since the 16th 
Century. This month she became 
the first since King Henry VIII to 
remarry after a divorce. 

.. The sun says the queen will 
thank people, many of whom she 
says have troubles of their own, 
for offering her their support and 
sympathy during the year but she 
does not make any reference to 
her children’s marital troubles. 

* “Like many other families, we 
have lived through some difficult 
days this year. The prayers, 
understanding and sympathy 
given to us by so many of you in 
good times and bad have lent us 
great support and encourage- 
ment,” the queen is quoted as 
saying. 

. “It has touched me deeply, but 
much of this has come from those 
of you who have troubles of your 
own. As some of you may have 
heard me observe, it has indeed 
been a sombre year." 

. The queen said her heart went out 
to those whose lives had been 
blighted by war, terrorism, 
famine, natural disaster or econo- 
mic hardship, the paper said. 

The Sun says Queen Elizabeth, 
who is head of i he Church of 
England, describes how her reli- 
gious faith helped her through 
difficult times but said there was 
no magic formula to transform 
sorrow into happiness. 


hours. There is talk of the immi- 
nent arrival of 2,500 to 3.000 
American miUtary...the arrival of 
a squadron of F-16s is also ex- 
pected in the next few days.” 

The ANSA report comes at a 
time of growing expectations that 
the West will soon enforce a 
no-fly zone to ground the Serbian 
Air Force. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major, on a visit to British troops, 
who have been sent to escort 
Ll.N. aid convoys into Bosnia, 
said he expected the world body 
to discuss a no-fly zone resolution 
within days. 

"I think there is 'going to be a 
no-fly zone resolution. The nature 
of it is clearly important, that's 
still under discussion,” Mr. Ma- 
jor said. But the draft resolution 
would come before the United 
Nations "in a few days rime.” 

The Bosnian Serbs have said 
they will regard U.N. troops as 
enemies if force is used to impose 
the no-fly zone and Britain, 
whose troops have already come 
under fire in Bosnia, is anxious to 
ensure they are not further en- 
dangered. 


But Britain’s Lord Owen, co- 
chairman of the Geneva peace 
talks on Yugoslavia, said on NBC 
Television that he would recom- 
mend a long delay in enforcing 
the no-fly zone. 

"Pass the resolution this week 
by all means but hesitate long and 
hard before you enforce because 
it would gravely damage the 
whole humanitarian effort this 
winter." he said. 

NATO said Wednesday it was 
sending its military plans for en- 


forcing the no-fly zone over Bos- 
nia to United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. 

The decision to despatch the 
plans followed the expiry of a 
delay requested by Germany to* 
discuss how the proposals might 
affect a row at home over the 
legality of deploying German 
•forces outside the NATO area. 

Bonn Tuesday asked its 15 
NATO partners to wait until 
noon (1100 GMT) Wednesday 
before sending the plans, to allow 
for a morning meeting between 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, his 
coalition partners and the Ger- 
man ministers involved. 

"The secretary-general of 
NATO, Manfred Woemer, will 
provide NATO’s current conting- 
ency planning designed to sup- 
port possible United Nations 
efforts to ensure respect of the 
no-fly zone over Bosnia- 
Herzegovina to the secretary- 
general of the United Nations, 
who has requested it,” an alliance 
spokesman said. "The letter will 
be sent today." 

Dr. Ghali asked NATO last 
week to draw up contingency 
plans and the Security Council is 
working on a resolution to en- 
force the no-fly zone, which came 
into force in October but has 
since been violated, mostly by the 
Serbs. 

The 16-nation Western alliance 
has declined comment on the 
military plans, bur NATO 
sources say the no-fly zone mea- 
sures include using Western war- 
planes for airstrikes against Ser- 
bian airfields if the U.N. decides 
such a move is needed. 

The NATO plans also include 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. to consider Macedonia’s application 


SKOPJE, Macedonia (R) — Macedonia’s application to join the 
United Nations will be put on the agenda of the Security Council 
in January, die republic's foreign minister. Denko Maleski, said. 
Speaking to Macedonian Radio from New York, Mr. Maleski said 
he met Tuesday with Yoshio Hatano, Japan’s ambassador to the 
U.N, Japan takes over as chairman of the Security Council on 
Jan. 1. Maleski said Mr. Hatano assured him that Macedonia's 
admission would be on the Security Council's agenda, to be 
published on Jan. 4. Macedonia has seceded from the romp 
Yugoslavia but its application to join the U.N. has not been 
considered, mainly because of objections from Greece. Greece, 
whose northern province of Macedonia borders the former 
Yugoslav republic, to use of this name and also to the former 
Yugoslav republic’s use of Greek Macedonian symbols. It fears 
this could imply territorial aims against Greek territory. 


‘EC treaty can live without Britain’ 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian Prime Minister Jean-Luc Behaene 
Wednesday criticised Britain’s handling of its term as European 
Community (EC) president and said the bloc could forge ahead 
with the Maastricht Treaty without London if necessary. "Rather 
not (without Britain), but yes if we have to." Mr. Behaene told 
Reuters in an interview. Several EC states have suggested setting 
a ratification deadline for Britain and Denmark, the other oountry 
in the 12-nation bloc that has yet to ratify the treaty on closer 
economic and political union, threatening to leave them behind if 
they fail to meet the deadline. Mr. Behaene. an expert in mending 
bridges between two bickering communities in linguistically- 
divided Belgium, said going ahead with the Maastricht Treaty 
with 10 instead of 12 countries would pose a high number of legal 
problems. "But my experience in my own country taught me that 
a legal solution can be found if there is the political will to 
succeed,” said Mr. Behaene, who will face the European add test 
when Belgium takes over the six-month EC presidency in July. 


Thailand to close border with Khmer Rouge 


BANGKOK (R) — Thailand has ordered the closure of border 
crossings to Khmer Rouge zones in Cambodia to comply with 
U.N. sanctions against the guerrilla group, a government spokes- 
man said Wednesday. The sanctions, imposed because of the 
Khmer Rouge's refusal to comply with the Cambodia peace 
accord, will shut down the multi-million-dollar logging trade and 
prevent oil supplies from reaching the guerrillas. Bangkok had 
opposed the sanctions because they would hurt Thai companies 
involved in the trade. However, as a member of the United 
Nations, is fully co-operating with its resolution and has ordered 
the Interior Ministry to enforce the closure of temporary 
checkpoints.” The decision was reached at a cabinet meeting 
Tuesday. The Khmer Rouge , supported by Thailand during 13 
years of civil war, are thwarting implementation of the 1991 peace 
accord by refusing to disarm and allow U.N. peacekeepers free 
acces to their zones. 


Taiwan opposition charges poll fraud 


TRIPEl (R) — Taiwan’s opposition accused the ruling Nationalist 
Party of election fraud Wednesday after prosecutors uncovered a 
case of apparent vote-rigging during Saturday's parliamentary 
polls. Protesters clashed with police in the Western county of 
Chiayi, injuring about a dozen people, and the stock market 
plunged 3.7 per cent amid fears of a major confrontation between 
the Nationalists and the main opposition Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP). Prosecutors said they had found serious voting 
irregularities in the eastern county of Hualien, where former DPP 
Chairman Huang Hsin-Chieh lost to a Nationalist candidate by 
126,605 votes to 26,667. The prosecutors said after a 22-hour 
I recount that the number of votes counted at ten polling stations in 
[Hualjen exceeded by 738 the number of ballots handed out by 
election officials there. "The Nationalists obviously stuffed the 
ballot box,” said Chiu Mao-Nan, spokesman for Huang. “Elec- 
tion officials were controlled by the Nationalists and engaged in 
fraud en masse.” 


Gandhi not properly protected — inquiry 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Indian government and the ruling 
Congress Party did not provide adequate security to assassinated 
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, an inquiry by a Supreme 
Court judge said Wednesday. The report on the inquiry by Judge 
J.S.Verma was tabled in parliament, the United News of India 
reported. The federal government, the Tamil Nadu state govern- 
ment and Mr. Gandhi’s colleagues in the Congress Party shared 
responsibility for the breakdown in security arrangements, it said. 
Mr. Gandhi was killed on May 21, 1991 when a woman suicide 
bomber with explosives strapped to her waist stepped up to him at 
a public meeting in the Tamil town of Sriperumbudur and set off 
the device. Mr. Gandhi, the assassin and 16 other people died. 


Meanwhile. Serbia’s hardline 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
and his ruling Socialists seemed 
headed for certain victory 
Wednesday but the opposition 
threatened to boycott the new 
parliament, claiming the vote was 
rigged. 

"Slobodan Milosevic has 
won,” a spokesman for his ex- 
Communist Socialist Party- (SPS) 
said on Tuesday night. 


Quoting preliminary returns, 
he said Mr. Milosevic had won 
56.2 per cent of the vote in 
Sunday’s elections, and the SPS 
would be the strongest party in 
both the Yugoslav "and Serbian 
parliaments. 

But moderate challenger Milan 
Panic and the main opposition 
parties that backed his bid to 
topple Mr. Milosevic claimed the 
elections were rigged and deman- 
ded fresh polls within 90 days. 


Russians 
struggle 
for control 
at Afghan 
border 


MOSCOW (R) — Tens of 
thousands of refugees are stream- 
ing across the frontier from Ta- 
jikistan to Afghanistan, breaking 
down border installations, and 
Russian troops are struggling to 
keep control, a border official 
said Wednesday. 

"The situation is very, very 
bad,” an official of Russian bor- 
der troops in the Tajik capital 
Dushanbe said by telephone. 
"We used to say oc- border was a 
bastion. That is no longer so." 

‘The main problem is that we 
do nor have enough troops. We 
.need urgent measures to improve 
the situation," he told Reuters. 

A border forces official in Mos- 
cow said that on Tuesday 50,000 
refugees from Tajikistan's sim- 
mering civil conflict had surged 
across the frontier at one point to 
the Pyanj Border River. Another 
20,000 crossed further along the 
border. 

Russian troops, kept on the 
Tajik frontier at the request of 
the Dushanbe government, were 
not using force against peaceful 
refugees. But soldiers had 
opened fire to stop a group of 
about 10 armed men crossing the 
frontier from Afghanistan. 

The Moscow border official 
said many of the Tajik refugees 
had begun moving back across 
the frontier. Troops were taking 
measures to disarm those who 


were carrying weapons. 

The former Soviet border with 
Afghanistan consists, along most 
of its length, to two high wire 
fences and a no-man’s land with 
hidden tripwires and flares. 

Russia views it as its own front- 
line in the absence of any secure 
frontiers within the old Soviet 
Union. 
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U.N. warns 
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setting up safe havens for civilians 
and deploying more monitors and 
peacekeepers in troubled areas 
like Macedonia or Kosovo, 
should the U.N. decide to take 
further action to stop the war 
spreading. 

However, they do not include 
committing large numbers of 
Western ground forces to try and 
end the fighting — something 
most allies have ruled out as too 
risky. 

The U.N. approved the no-fly 
zone to stop ground attacks by 
mostly Serbian aircraft. The 
Western allies are divided over 
how far and how fast to enforce 
the ban. but they have agreed 
.NATO can do the job if asked to 
do so by the United Nations. 



Angola 

rivals 
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The Japanese plutonium carrier AJutsukl Mara 
(AFP photo). 


in the Pacific 


Solomons protest over 
Japanese plutonium ship 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council urged the Ango- 
lan government and its chief UN- 
ITA rival to enter into reconcilia- 
tion talks, warning that the world 
would not support U.N. 
peacekeepers in Angola forever. 

The council, in a . statement 
approved by ail 15 members, 
appealed to President Eduardo 
Dos Santos and UNTTA leader 
Jonas Savimbi to accept 
Secretary-General Boutros Gha- 
li ’s invitation to meet him in 
Geneva or Addis Ababa in the 
near future. Dr. Ghali will be 
going to Europe and the Horn of 
Africa in early January. 

Mr. Savimbi said he would 
attend but Mr. Dos Santos wants 
Dr. Ghali to come to Luanda,' 
apparently feeling he should not 
leave Angola during this tense 
period. 


HONIARA. Solomon Islands 
(R) — The Solomon Islands has 
protested to Tokyo after a 
Japanese ship carrying plutonium 
entered its territorial waters, a 
Solomon Islands foreign affairs 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

The Akatsuki Maru, carrying 
1.7 tonnes of radioactive pluto- 
nium from France to Japan, en- 
tered the South Pacific nation's 
200-nauticaJ-miJe exclusive eco- 
nomic zone late Tuesday, the 
spokesman said. 

“The government of the Solo- 
mon Islands wish to remind the 
government of Japan that Solo- 
mon Islands foreign policy 
strongly opposes any vessel car- 
rying nuclear and radioactive sub- 
stances to travel through its 200- 
mile exclusive economic zone,” 
the note said. 

"Hie Solomon Islands govern- 
ment would very much appreciate 
it if the government of Japan 
would respect the government of 
Solomon Islands concern and en- 


sure that the Akatsuki Maru does 
not pass through its watere.” 

Japan's charge d’affairs in 
Honiara, Noburo Kawagishi, told 
Reuters he had forwarded the 
protest note to Tokyo. 

A spokesman for the Green- 
peace environmental group in 
Honiara, Philip Pupuka, said the 
Akatsuki Maru could take 18 to 
20 hours to travel through Solo- 
mon islands waters. 


The ship, last sighted heading 
towards Rennel! and Bellona in 
the southern Solomon Islands, 
could pass within 50 nautical 
miles of Solomons coastline. Mr. 
Pupuka said. 


On Monday, Greenpeace said 
it had spotted the plutonium ship 
within New Caledonia's exclusive 
zone, despite Japan's promise 
that it would not enter the mari- 
time zones of other nations. 

Japanese authorities have kept- 
the ship's route secret for fear of 
terrorist attack . 


The Council statement said 
both sides needed to produce 
“early evidence" of their willing- 
ness to work together so that 
U.N. members would “feel en- 
couraged to continue to commit 
its scarce resources” to the Ango- 
la operation. 

The United Nations organised 
parliamentary elections in Ango- 
la late in October. They were 
won by Mr. Dos Santos’ party 
and immediately challenged by 
Mr. Savimbi, who renewed the 
country’s civil war. Both men are 
supposed to participate in a. 
second run-off presidential elec- 
tion. 

Forces from UNITA, the 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, have 
since occupied more than two- 
thirds of the country. Thousands 
of people were killed in dashes in 
early November when govern- 
ment troops ousted UNTTA from 
the capital Luanda. 


Minister urges truce as 
IRA bombs London suburb 


LONDON (R) — Irish national- 
ist guerrillas struck an affluent 
London surburb. setting off a 
bomb in its •*“* ' »ind railway 
station. .‘fence 

. ministe* usefire 

with the i._ .. 


The bomb exploded at the tube 
station in -I Tuesday 

after a eo*. was given 

and there were no i., juries. 


The arrack was carried out dur- 


ing London's evening rush hour 
and police evacuated the area, 
causing chaos for commuters and 
Christmas shoppers. 

The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), fighting to end British 
rule in Northern Ireland, has 
launched its most intensive 
bombing campaign of mainland 
Britain since the 1970s and police 
have dealt with more than 30 
blasts in London and others in the 
north of England. 


The Security Council statement 
'was in response to a letter from 
Dr. Ghali who said there was 
“disturbing evidence that both 
sides are continuing their prepa- 
rations for a resumption of war 
on a large scale." 

He said that if the two leaders 
showed willingness, he would ask 
the Council to enlarge the 
peacekeeping force, including 
some armed troops' in Luanda so 
that Mr. Savimbi and other UN- 
ITA members could participate 
m a new government. 

But he too warned that without 
signs of progress on im- 
plementing peace accords they 
signed “the international com- 
munity will no longer feel justi- 
fied in committing scarce re- 
sources to the continuation of the 
U.N. operation in Angola on its 
present scale." 


Manila coup leaders sign truce 


MANILA (R) — Right-wing 
coup plotter Gregorio "Gringo" 
Honasan emerged from four 
years in hiding Wednesday as the 
Philippine government stepped 
up efforts to end a series of 
debilitating insurgencies by re- 
leasing leftist prisoners. 

The cashiered colonel, two co- 
conspirators and government 
officials signed an immediate 
ceasefire and agreed to begin 
formal peace talks in the second 
week of January. 

News of the accord, signed in 
the Quezon City area of Metro- 
politan Manila without the media 
fanfare that normally accompa- 
nies such events, was followed by 
the release from prison of 65 
leftists. 

President Fidel Ramos ordered 
the leftist prisoners pardoned or 


released on bail, while govern- 
ment officials appealed to their 
leaders to agree to terms for 
peace talks. 

Welcoming the agreement with 
Col. Honasan's rebels, Gen. 
Ramos said it put an end to a 
needless war between brothers. 

“This government and this 
president welcome you as a father 
does whose impetuous sons have 
left his house in bitterness and 
anger but are now returned safe 
and whole to the bosom of the 
family.” he said. 

The government linked Col. 
Honasan to three of the six coup 
attempts made against former 
President Corazon Aquino from 
1986 to 1989, when a bloody 
revolt nearly toppled her. 

A former hero of the popular 
revolt that ousted President Fer- 


dinand Marcos in 2986,' be swiftly 
fell out with Mrs. Aquino and led 
a coup attempt m 1987. 

He was arrested three months 
later but escaped from a navy 
• ship moored in Manila Bay in 
April 1988. 

Gen. Ramos said the decision 
of the plotters to come out of 
hiding boosted his efforts to bring 
political stability to the country. 

Since taking office from Mrs. 
Aquino in June, Gen. Ramos has 
pursued efforts to end a series of 
rebellions, reaching out to Mus- 
lim, Communist and rightist in- 
surgents. 

Wednesday's accord called for 
an immediate end to hostilities 
and destabilisation by the rebels, 
while the government promised 
to suspend judicial proceedings 
against them. 


China orders French consulate in Guangzhou closed 


PEKING (R) — China ordered 
France Wednesday to close its 
consulate in the booming south- 
ern city of Guangzhou in retalia- 
tion for the sale of French jet 
fighters to Taiwan, a Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman said. 

The demand that Paris shut its 
diplomatic office in China’s most 
vibrant region was Peking's shar- 


pest diplomatic action against a 
Western nation in 1 1 years, diplo- 
mats said. 

Vice Foreign Minister Jiang 
Enzhu summoned French 
Ambassador Claude Martin to 
tell him the sale of Mirage fight- 
ers to Taiwan was unacceptable, 
the spokeswoman said. 

Mr. Jiang demanded that the 
consulate-general in Guangzhou 
be shut within one month because 
of die reported approval of the 
transaction, involving 60 Mirage 
2000-5S. 

“The act of the French govern- 
ment has done serious harm to 
the baas of Sino-Frendi rela- 
tions,” he told the ambassador. 

Peking has never renounced 
the use of military force to retake 


Taiwan, which has served as the 
base of the Nationalist Chinese 
government ever since it lost the 
mainland to Communist control in 
1949. 

"By insisting on the sale of 
fighter aircraft to Taiwan in disre- 
gard to the strong objection of 
the Chinese side, the French gov- 
ernment has seriously infringed 
upon China's sovereignty and 
security, interfered in China’s in- 
ternal affairs, and obstructed and 
jeopardised China's efforts to 
achieve peaceful reunification 
(with Taiwan)," Mr. Jiang said. 


“This is absolutely unaccept- 
able to the Chinese side.” 
China Has also been infuriated 
by plans to sell 150 U.S. F-16 
fighters to Taipei, but so far it has 
not taken any concrete action 
against Washington. 


Analysts believe Peking’s 
hands have been tied by the need 
to keep the huge United States 
market open for China's booming 
export industries. 

France said Wednesday it re- 
gretted China's decision to dose 


the French consulate in Guang- 
zhou. 

But Paris would still not con- 
firm the reported sale of 60 Mir- 
age 2000-5 fighters, which indus- 
try sources have valued at about 
$2.6 billion. 

“This affair will give rise to no 
comment from me except that of 
expressing regrets for the deci- 
sion taken by the Chinese author- 
ities,” Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Daniel Bernard told repor- 
ters. 

French Ambassador Claude 
Martin was told to shut the consu- 
late in the southern city of 
Guangzhou because of the sale of 
Mirage fighter jets to Taiwan, a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes- 
woman said Wednesday. 

The French government, un- 
willing to upset relations with 
China, has refused to acknow- 
ledge the sale, which was re- 
ported clinched last month and is 
believed to include the Mirage 
fighters and 1,500 air-to-air mis- 
siles. The package is valued at $4 
billion. 

French arms makers, squeezed 


by a slump, lobbied hard for the 
deal, which was denounced by 
French grain farmers who feared 
Chinese retaliation against their 
exports. 

Earlier this month China’s offi- 
cial news agency Xinhua said the 
fighter sale could jeopardise 
French firms' access to the mar- 
ket of more than one billion 
Chinese consumers. 

France encountered the same 
dilemma earlier this year over the 
sale of frigates to Taiwan in a deal 
worth $4.8 billion. The deal went 
through despite criticism from 
China. Some French newspapers 
said Peking changed its stance on 
that sale after Paris promised 
China economic aid. 

In addition to the consulate in 
Guangzhou, also called Canton, 
France has an embassy in Peking 
aim another consulate in Shan- 
ghai. 

Asked if France planned to 
retaliate against China’s order to 
ckwe the consulate. Mr. Bernard 
said: "I have no knowledge that 
we intend to express anything 
other than regrets." 





to move on 
peace accor ds 


Motorist shot in 
head blows bulle 
out of his nose ' 


CHANDLER, Arizoaa ‘ ' 
A motorist who was shot 

head durmg a tra^ dEpiT ' ’ 

lodged the bullet by btoWi 
hose in the hospital emei 
room, police said! T&eY ... 
apparently had lodged m * > *■*.. - 
said Sgt. Steve Spraggins,.^ • 
spokesman. The '25-year^,' ' - 

tim was shot m the tight & - 
early Sunday -wh^ -rfoW 
girlfriend's car. * Polite? ■ : " 
another driver apparent^ 
angry when she refused to li . 
pass. Her oamel asd the . 
were withheld becaose shei 
retri button: The victim', "w. ■ 
ated and released, Desert >' ~ 

itan Hospital spokeswi:'' 
Susan Gordon saitLPogarj. • 
ing from a license: -ate-f’-'' 
arrested Leonard Pcritfa 
Chandler on.suqnduqrof^' i: 
vated assault wiEhia-fth'. •" 
weapon and twa'-ebuntsuff 

- - ft. ‘ - 


endangerment. He w^ -rit 
from jail Monday On ~ir 
bond, a sheriffs spokesman 




Delighted brother* 
tracks down r ... 
sex-change sister ' 


CHRISTCHURCH, -tfcwr.v- 
land (R) — A New Zealand-- • ■- 
has been reunited with tfci- - 
he lost contact with 41! yean, - 
— only to find she - is not. -. 
brother. Ian Phillips, 52, spot 
his long-lost sister in Eaghufc. .. - 
week for the fust time^nc? 
and discovered, she!, had CM/, 
sex-change and was dovftm." 
with an adult son and two-}'./ ' 
daughters. “I feel greaLlW' 
deniy developed a bigger 
I have a brother .neptews^ •£ W 
nieces. It conldu.'- h^ve/bcL 
better Christmas presents 
Phillips told the Christy. . 
Star newspaper; He. said~in$J ; 
ter, who is now. 53, harf-j 
diagnosed as a benriaphlc^ 
anti bad mdoffme^xa ppm- 
30 years ago to 
Mr- Phillips says be ■ 

were Separated in Ainuf* 
1951 when he was 11 andtiw - 
Tbey were among several ' 
dred British chfldren ftonjl 
advantaged famflies:seuf r tirfi 

straha to start a new life rcSr:. 

child migrant scheme.-They# • 
ed m 1948 and three yeu£U. 
were adopted by different £ 
lies. She stayed in Addajde’- 
was sent to a fanjk iQ.Sj- - - 
Australia. "Part of me: was 4 . 
sing for 40 years. I haven't?-. 
able to settle, ! didn't give ad; 
about anything, “ Mr. 
said. i ’ 


Russia to send . 
monkeys on space 
flight 


MOSCOW (R) —Russia p&j 
send two macaque nxmkejsi ** 
space next week as part of st) 
U.S, -Russian research pQ>. 
officials at the Institute?:-^ 


Medical and Biological 
said. The Monkeys, to he}! - 


ched on Dec. 28,. were expff .^ 
to provide valuable inform* 
on the brain's reaction to we*-*.'.. 
tlessness, they said. The 
said the monkeys and other ws . 
als, including frogs, would rei - " 

in space for at least a week2; : > ; 
Russian space programme, 
ited from the Soviet Uniting. 
used monkeys for experimej?.'^> 
the past. They have stood up-s 


to previous space trips, ■ or a 


have not always been ttOLf. ■ 
free. In 1987, one of two 5 *s-:- 
eys aboard a satellite broke ^mth. 

from restraints and played a v. 

with equipment before 
spaceship returned to .v 

thousands of miles off coon 


Iran surgeons ^ *ays 
perforin lombcod^,^ t 
heart transplant 

NICOSIA (R) - 

surgeons performed a heart tn , * 

plant on a 16-year-old boy i i 
said the cost of the operation^ ^ -■ ■ 
only a fraction of that i° “*>- 

countries. The tvto-hour tgjttn er " 
tion , described by Iranian % m 

sion as Iran’s Qf T = . 

out in the southern city of snvv» . ^ • ir.c 
the ate of one of ^ rafl 5 , ^ cj tl*' 01 ^ ‘ 
medical schools. It mtned "nten 


head of the transplant team 
eight surgeons as Mohanwnad\ 
Sanjarian. “I feel-ft®*. 
Mahmoud v 

ceived the heart of.* te ^ „ 
killed in. a car accident- 
television from his hog^ -B 
Dr. Saniarian said the^JJTl 
cost 250 million rials 
other countries but 
lion rials (S3 ,400) in Stan?? V. 

'u Mortal. 1‘ 


vereity’s Niunazi t *'- crrital - v 
aian doctors hawbeesTBP^g 
ing kidney transplants forsevapp 
years, after f be country’s 
gtous leaders ruled 
plant of human organs gri, 
violate Islamic . Law- ^ vJJ 



